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T-H R E E 

DISSERTATIONS; 

ONE 
On the CHARACTERS of 

Auguftus, Horace and Agrippa, 

With a Compaiifon between 

His two Minifters jigrippa and Mttceaas, by 
the Abbe de Fertat. 

To which is added. 
Some Refleftions on the Charaflers of Aiguftut, Mtece- 
mv and Horact,.aiidoa the Works of Heract, b/ the 
Earl of Shaftsbury. 

With a Print from an ancient Painting, repreienting Augu^us^ 
^riffa, Meecenas and Hotace, 

ANOTHER 

On the Gallery of ^rr«, by the Abbe i^^-tf^/ir/ifr, 

in which many excellent Pieces of ancient Statuaty, 
Sculpture and Painting are delcribed. 
A THIRD 

On the Nature, Origin and Ufe of Masks, in 
theatrical Reprefentations among the An- 
cients, by Mr. Boindin. 

WITH 
A Print from a fine antique Bas-relief, lately difcover'd 
at Rome, reprefenting ancient Adors in their Masks, 
with a Mufician playing on the double~7<A'«. 

LONDON: 

Printed forR. Dodsiey, at Tully's Head, in Pall-Mali. 

MDCGXL. 
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TO 

Hi c H A RD Me A D^M.D. 

. Vhyfician to his Majefly, 

SIR, 

IH E Pifcou,r<es I b^ Leave to In&ribe 
to you, in Acknowledgment of the 
higheft Obligations, will, I make no 
doubt, be reckoned by you and all 
gpod Judges of polite Literature, worthy of be- 
ing tranflated into our Language ; elpecially 
fince they appear in it with Ornaments (bfuit. 
A a ed 
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ted to the Subjed\s, viz. A Print rcprefenting 
AuguftuSf attended with M. j^rippa, Moe. 
cenas, an^, as fome-not without Heafbn think, 
Horace,^\'m^ a Crown, probably to PAratf/w, 

.jus imperiamque Phraates 

Caefaris accepit genibus minor. 

HoR. Ep. L. I. Ep. I a. 

done after an ancient Painting in your curious 
^^'^8R?*5S'^^'^^"*> f whi<:^,^in9ite hi^i 
ly-^lu»8fc ftinch of-Aiktiqility, Acre '■is none 
in the World equal : For no where even in 
Italy, are there now. fo jnany wcll-f«eferv'd 
Pieces olRancientPaiintihg :' ^Thofe, which while 
they, adorned the Palace of the jW5^/»/ at ^oa?«, 
were juftly efteemed amongft the moft curious 
Remains Time or Barbarity had left undeftroy'd, 
are now, all of them, where tvtty Briton who 
loves the Arts, will rejoice to know they ard 
placed ; being carefully preferved in a Library, 
to which that CharaSer is univerfelly acknow- 
ledged to be due, which Cicero gives of one of 
the beft C!dle£ti6ns in the World at his Time, 
as what render'd it truly an Honour to its 

Mafter, 
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HXEDCrC^TIO-jr. V 

Mafter, &'e emata, ui arbi quoque <fet . arrta>- 
meHtof; 

AnptbSrPktB exhilMtiog ancient AStots up 
on die Stage^in their Masks, done from a very 
ixAGt and elegant Drawing of a very beautiful 
B^ifelief iatdy difcovered at Sotm, which be- 
ing well worthy of a Place in the fame excellent 
CoUe^ion would likewife have been procured 
for you had it been poflible. 

Marcus AgriffO^y whdfe many other great 
QbalitieA ' are painted out to Us in die Fim of 
tbtie IKll^rtations by; a very mafterly Hand^ 
^L' Abbe de Vertoi) was liich an intdligent and 
zealous Patron and Encourager of the polite 
Arts, that he publilhed an Oradon agaiiiilthofe 
pretended Adnairers of them in his Time, who 
locking up and imprifoning Greek Bufls, Sta-^ 
tues. Bas-reliefs and Pi£hires in their Town- 
Cabinets arid Qjuntry Villa's, and cruelly de-- 

nying' 

•\ Hujus domus eft vd optima Meffm*^^ notilTima c^rte, tcjioftris ho- 
minibus apertifiima maximemie hofpitalis.. Ga ,doii>us, ante advcntum 
iiHus, fie omata fait, ut nrbi qooquedTet oxxizaAvA.o.—~-^^tffanam 
ut quifquc noftrum vencrat, hxc- vifere IcJebat: omoibu^ haec ad 
nfendum patebant quotidic : Domue erat non Domino m^is orna- 
mento quam civitati. Cicerti in Verrem. 4. 

* M. -^rippa^ TIT raAkitati propior quam deliciis. Extat certo 
c^us oratio magnifica Sc maximo civinm digna, de tabulis omnibus 
fignUque publicandis : quod fieri fiitius iva&i, quam in ViUanmi 
eziliapelb. P/wj', I«. 35. 
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aying the Curious free Acce(s to ftudy and ex- 
amine them, zSkA in down-right Contrs^Sion 
to the chief Ufe for whidiPerfons of truly good 
Tafte eolfeft and preferve fuch Remains ; 
ifamefy'y The Ambition to excel in the Arts trf" 
Defigri, which fometimes were, aiid always 
may be eroploy'd to very ulefui and nohlePur- 
pofes, an attentive. Ckmfideration of the An- 
tique never &iJs to excite in Minds, where na- 
tural Genius only waits a Call todjicloieitfblf: 
Afliftance to ingenicsus Students of thefe Arts 
in that laudable Puxfiiit : and to mention h6 
more, the Helps which may be cootinually de- 
rived from ancient Paintings 2gA Sculptures 
' for the right underftanding.of ancient Authors ; 
the Pqets in particular, by thofe, w4io uniting 
Skill in Hiftory and Antiquity, and a good 
Tafte in the Arts dFDefign, with Knowledge 
of the ancient Languages cultivate the Study 
of polite Literature in the fureft as well as the 
lai^ft and moft entertaining Manner. 

Pliny, not improbably, ufes M. ^gripfa's 
own Phrafe, when he emphatically calls that 
barbarous Pradlice, exiling the beft Produftlons 
df the ingenious Arts, and robbing die Publidk 
of the beft Rouzers and Awakeners of Genius 

and 
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and Taftc, aad the beft Models for perfoaion- 
atlng them J, Cicero, who appears by many 
of lus Letters to Attkus and other Friends, and 
indeed throughout all his Writings to have 
Been an equally knowing and warm ' Lover of 
the fine Arts, and of all polite Learrang, aS' 
as well as deeply vers'd. in die more abftmle and 
profound- Scienees, invents widi great 
Warmth and Eloquence, on leyeral OccafionSy 
againft the Iniquity and Inhumanity of thoie, 
whofe Fortunes enabled them to make; Col- 
le^OM (rf Antiquiftes, if they did not allow ihe 
moft favourable and gracious Admittance ia 
alltofhidy them,who Were capable of being in- 
ftrudled by them, or making ufefui Reflexions 
upon them : And he often lays it down ar a 
fure Mark and Charafteriflick by which one 
who was prompted by intelligent Love of Arts 
and Letters, and guided by good Tafle in pur^ 
chafing thdr beft Produ^onsj mi^tbediflin- 

guifhed 

% PKitj iUJem. He has fewral Phrafes to the fame PuipoTe, which 
arc very Ibong, ihgenia bominum rev^ublicam fecit^ ibeaking of 
die publick Library, elhbtHhed by A^nius PolHo, See what he fays 

of M. Varro, Benignijimo imitnto^ inventor mnnirii etiam Dili 

invidiajiy &c. Speaking of the ancient Grrek Painters, he fays, om- 
nium eorum an urbibui excubabaty piElorqut res communis terrarutn 
X^if-- Spetiun^ of FaiuhtsSL Rtman Painter he calls Nero'& Palace, 
Career ejus artis. Several Faflages of Cicero in the fame Strain, are . 
quotedJn the Kfcourfe on die Gallery of Verres.. 
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gui(hed from him,' wHo does ft~ ikietely ifoi' CWl; 
tentadon, or to enrich and «trifoell|(h hiiHtmf^ 
with rare andcofttyfutniittie ; that he ^Wit 
be percedv'd, hy his crfili^ng RecxfOicMl of- all 
ingenious Men, and his cordial ReadipefsfO'ert- 
courage and promote every ulefiil or ingetiioius 
Undertaking, to have coUeiEled them purtly 
that he might have the Pleafure to render 
them of jpublick Utility in exdtiflg Praile* 
worthy Emulation, and ailifting ingenious vle- 
fiii Studies. 

That this, Si R, is your generous Mbtive 
in daily adding to one of the beft dicilm and 
moft valuable CoUedions of Books^ Meckls, 
Bulls, Statues, Paintings and Drawings that is 
any whereto befeen, all who know you tell 
with Pleafure. It is not only the univerlal 
Language at Home of all among us who have 
any Regard for Letters or any of the ingeni- 
ous Arts : But even Abroad you are airiongft 
the firft that is named, when the Conyerfation 
turns upon a Subjeft to which learned and in- 
genious Foreigners, in their great Politenels are 
apt to lead it ; the Encouragement of Learn- 
ing and Ingenuity in E/fg/and, 

I 
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' I never enter into your library withoutwifli- 
tng moft ardently, that fomePerfon equal to the 
Task would give us a juftEfcfcriptionofthemany 
valuable A ntiquities and Mafierpieces of Art in it. 
It would furniOi a very agreeable Occafion to one 
perfeftly well acquainted with ancieiit Learn- 
ing and the fine Arts to" enter into feveral 
very pleafant as well as . ufeful - Difcuflions : 
And there cannot certainly be a . more enga- 
ging or effe&ial Way of difplaymg the Beau- 
ties of the polite Arts, and fhewing the chief 
Ufes of their Produftions, than by a judicious 
Account of a good Colle£tion, to which every 
Perfon of Tafte may have free Accels as often as 
he pleafes, to compare the Defcription with 
the Original. Had we iiich an Academy here 
for the Improvement of the Belles-Lettres as 
that at Paris, (to which the Difcourfes I have 
Englijhedy were read,) to defcribe your's and 
ibme other Colle^ons in England, would be 
one of their firft, ufefulleft, and pleafanteft 
Employments : And (hall we fo fervilely imi- 
tate the French almoft in every, thing but their 
Zeal to cultivate and promote polite Litera- 
ture in all its Branches, by the Eflablilhment 
a of 
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of Academies on Ptupofe, not only in Paris, 
but in all their great Towns. 

As none better deferves to have it in his 
Power, fo none, S I R, is better qualified to 
ttiake a good Collediion, whedier of Bodes or 
of Antiquities ; fo thorou^ly converlant are 
you in Arts and Sciences, which yet, 'tis well 
known, have never been more than your 
Amufemeni. For your Time and Studies have 
always been, and ftill are pindpally laid 
out in a mote impcntant and beneficial Man- 
ner to Mankind ; in adding daily to that ex- 
tenfive Knowledgeof Nature, from whidiyour 
Country daily reaps Benefits, the agreeable 
Accounts dF which naturally lead every Friend 
to Mankind to give his Affcnt and Appro- 
bation to the Encomiums of the wife Son <rf" 
Syrach, upon a highly honourable, becaufe 
highly ufefuiProfeflion, to which you are lb 
great an Ornament : Honour a Phyficittn wkh 
the Honour due unto him, for theVfes whkhyou 
may have of him : for the Lord bath treated 
him. Fortfthemoft High cemetb Healing, 
and he jhall receive Honour of Kings. The 
SIkili of the Phyfician fliaU lift up his Head, 

and 
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^nd in the Sight of great Men (hall he he in 
Admiration, the Lord hath created Medi- 
cines out of the Earth ; and he that is Wife 
will f ear ch them out: And he hath given Men 
Skill that he might he honoured in his marvel- 
lous ff^orks. By fuch doesbe heal Men and 
take awcfy their Pains ^ and fend Health over 
all the Earth. 

That your Country may long enjoy the 
many Advantages it daily receives from your 
Love of Letters, and your profound Skill in 
Nature and the medicinal Art, join'd with a 
very uncommon Goodnefs and Generofity rf 
Heart, is the moft cordial eameft Wilh of, 

SIR, 

Tour highly obliged 
and moft Ohedient 
Humble Servant ^ 

GEORGE TURNBULL. 
a a PRE- 



; 
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P R E F A C E 

T O T H E 

READ E R, 

Abbe de Vertot, V Abbe de Fraguier, L' 

■ Abbe de Bos fl«rf Mr. Boindin, thi Atthrs 

of the French Difcourfes, with an Engliili 

Tranjlatitn of lebich Ifiow prefent you, are 

Names fo well htowfi in tbeRepuhlick of Letters, that I 

need fay nothing ahout them. What indued me to fub- 

lifo tbefe Dijfertatims in Englifli, leas in the firft Place 

my having it in my Power to give the Puilici, along ■with 

the Tranpttion two very rare Pieces of Antiquity, repre- 

fenting the SuhjeBs of two of them. 

A 
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j4 Print from an ancient Panting reprefenting Au- 
guftus, M. Agrippa, Miecenas, and net improhably 
Horace, could not certainly he more fuitaHy plac'd than 
before a Difcourfe on the Chanufters of thefc great Pcr- 
fon^es, hy the Abbe de Vertot // is already puMUh'd 
in my Treatife on Ancient Fainting. But eoery Perfon, 
■mbetber be hath any thing of the Virtuofi) Turn or mi, 
will feel a Double SatisfaBion, when a lively well-drawn 
Picture of the Mind is join d with one of the outward 
Liienefs : And many may he fond of having Por- 
traits of thffe Gnat Meh^.wbo drt not viif curtats 
mbout anckiM Paindngs in grneral. ^Tihe originU Pi£hiA 
ij 7I0W in Dr. Mead'* ColleBion. The other Print reprefents 
Ancient Masks; (the Suije^Hf t^rifynnAin s learned Dif 
fertation) to render which complete nothing was wanting 
but fuch a Platit. and the Qbfervations on the fanip Sub- 
jeft h*ie Abbe tde Boa, hi his etiedlent ffay oirfpetry 
<»»i/ Painting, which I lave fubjoihed. Ibis Print is 
done from a Drawing after an ancient Bas-relief, of 
e^t^Utfitefy good "Ta&t e»a? WsrUinanfliip t)Ain fir me at 
Rome by •me of the heft Hands tiert fir copying 
the j4nti^e, Camillo Paderni. This Vof-relief was 
■but Mttefy difcovered, and was newer engriv'd-ljefore; 
and therefore it muft be a 'tiery otctpta&e firefint-'fU'ie 
Curious ; and itfets the X)bferoaiions and CmjtSiirfs »f 
of Meff, Brandin <snd de Bos on that SuhjeSt, ieytml -iW 

dtttht. .■.,.\ 

To theft DifetationB / have added v»« elegant 'De- 
fcription of the famous'Oallery efVtxix&iyihe ■AW>e'd«. 
'Er^ier, becaufe thefe few Difcourfes make afmallS^pe- 
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dmen eftbi ingenious Enquiries icith witch tie Memoirs 
of the Academf oj Bellea-Lettres and Infcriptiom at Paris 
are filled : Eafuiries ■which caatxt ii carried on either 
fo fuccefsfidly orfo agreeably as by a Society of learned 
Men united on Purfofe. Were there any fuch Eflablifli- 
ment here, the Arts and Sciences lebich we feem gaterally 
to admire and love, would certainly fion come to greater 
PerfeBioH among us, than it is poilible for them to d$ 
without fiich publick Countenance and Afliftance; on 
by jingle Endeavours. And what a Reproach to us is 
it, that a Nation where Genius, Wit, Learning and 
free Enquiries mufi of Necejfiiy labour under very great 
Difadnumtages, fiould leave us ft far behind them 
in every Branch of polite Literature, that we have 
very little of Aat Kind in our Language, which it 
Original. 

In a Country blefs'diwith the free Conftitutionwc enjoy, 
there is no dottbt thai an Academy of Literature would 
he eftcMifhed upon a larger and freer Bottom than it 
can he in a delpotick enflav'd Kingdom ; and fo it 
would quickly become an experimental Proof how much 
mare naturally ingeniaut Scieaces and Aits grow up to 
their Maturity in fuch a generous Soil, when they are 
planted in it and atdmo'd wish the necejfary Helps for 
their CultivatioH and Advancement, than they can any 
where elfe ; how ever much they may be cherifly'd or flatter' d 
for merely political Purpofcs : .An experimental Proof 
that it is only under the Sun-/hine of Liierty, that the 
ingenious Arts and Sciences can bring forth their heft, 
their btavtifulleft, pleafanteft and ufefulleft Fruits. 'Tis 

net 
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mt -without Pain a Lover of Liberty bears ibe Glory 
of Arts flouriping afcribed either to on Auguftus or to 
Lewis XIV. It was Mcecenas who turn'd the for- 
mer, a Prince naturally cruel and barbarous, to the Love 
and Courtfliip of the Mufe. And it teas Mr. Colbert, 
a Minifter, ixho gave the fame Turn to bis Mafter's 
fanity, of whofe Generality to Men of Merit, Mr, 
Rollin mentions an Inftame not to be faralelUd in 
any Country, at leaft in modem Times *. Mr. Colbert, 
fays he, fet apart forty thoufand Crowns a Year out of 
his own private Eftate, for the Supply and Encouragement 
of thofe chiefly who had diftinguiHied themlelves in 
any Art or Science : And he charged Mr. Perrault and 
feme others, whom he had entrufled with the Care 
of making ingenious Men known to him, that he might 
reward them, in the folemneft Manner, to make 
.C<>nfcience of difcharging their important Commif- 
fion faithfully and diligently ; telling, them, " That 
" if any Perfon of Merit was in Diftrefs or pinch- 
" ing Circumflances throughout France, whom he 
" could reheve, the horrid Guilt muft lie upon them; 
" they muft anfwer for it." Is it any wonder to find 
the Arts and Sciences thriving under a publick Mi- 
nifter, who was fuch an intelligent Lover of them, and 
ondfo generous a Reniarder, fo zealous a Diftinguifher 
of Merit ; -and whofe Ma'im and Study it was to make 
•an arbitrary Government, he could not change, as light 
and ealy to the SubjeCls, as could pojfibly be done. 

Foreigners have indeed Reafon to wonder, that an Ef- 
jablifhment fo requifite, as that of Academies of Belles 
. jjCttres, Painting, &c. to do Juftice to Merit, to ren- 
der 
* Lsnuuuov d*etudier les Bellas. Lettres. 
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der ColkSions of Antiquities of extenfive Vfe ; dndtopro- 
mot^ good Tafte and laudable Emulation to excel in i»- 
gtnious Arts, fhould te voanting in a Country where there 
arefuch nohle Collections of Boob, PiSlures and Antiqui- 
ties \ ina Country which bears fo great a Cbaralfer all 
tie World over for encouraging Learning and Ingenuity ; 
and where there are very few of Birth and Fortune who 
have not taken the Trouble of a Journey through Italy on 
purpofe to vifit clailick Ground, and fee the Remains of. 
ancient Arts. 

The Defign of the Difcourfe on the Gallery of Vena, 
irnot to celebrate the infamous Verres, tut the Mafter- 
pieces ofancieut Art, which his Vanity and Avaricef bad 
amaffed by Methods diametrically oppofite to that gene- 
rous and humane Temper which is the natural Concomi- 
tant o/'good Tafte ; and which, if the polite Arts do not 
produce, they indeed fall far Jhort of their principal Aim 
and befl EffeCi : That noble Tendency to humanize the 
Mind, whence theji anciently took their Name (Literae 
humaniores) % to which I baoe often regreted there fhould 
be none for them in our Language ftrifUy or adequately 
coneTpondent. Perhaps that y^pellation was given them, 
to fignijy likewife that it is by the Arts of ingenious 
Compojition, whether. by the Pen, the Pencil or Chizzel, 
that Men are moft remarkably fuperior to the Brute Cre- 
atidn. 72<y are the Arts of Men. 'Tis not Verres but. 
h the, 

-f- Haec^Scipio non intelligebat homo doAiffimos Uque humaniilimus, tu 
fine ulla bona arte, iuK huouoltate, fine ingenio, fine Jiteris intelligis &ju- 
dicas. . * - !W. 7". Ck. »» ^flT«w. 4. 44,' 

*; Humaiutas, — ^poUdor hununitas, literae humaniores, — quae ad huma- 
nitatem potinent intelligis artes quibua ad humanitatem animus inlormari 
Islet 

Cicero fro Archia Pott, 
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the Bas-rdiefi and Stataes in Im Gatkry hi cotimendi, arut 
by his ehgafU DefcriftUn tf many wonder&t Pieces of 
Art, {or rather Cicero'/, for it is uiteBei from his Bt- 
firiftions of them in his Pleadings agaiitftVara^ he MeHa^ 
us feel what is due to the ingenious Arts ; and M 
thofe who generoufy colleS and freferue their befi Pr»~ 
dvSions, in order to recommend, animate, aflift and 
promote good Tafte and laudable Emnhtion to excel in 
Arts, vohich fometimes have been employed to very noili 
and truly ufeful Purpofes; ever may; and ahoays flune 
mofl when they arefo : / mean, by perpetuating the Me- 
mory of great Men and great AStions, to excite and fcp- 
port truly ' Praife-worthy Ambition W rival fuch glorious 
Examples: And in Subordination to that principal End, 
by tranfmitting to Pofierity true Reprefentations of cer- 
tain more remarkable Cufioms end Ufages among the 
Ancients ca'A and religious, to give SatisfaSiott toaCu- 
riofity that naturally Iprings up in great Minds ; and , 
■which if it does »tt become their chief Emplojment, but 
holds only the Place of an ingenious Amufemeut is no ig- 
noble tr unworthy Pajfion. Tie very Amufements ofMsa 
ought to ietaaxHy a»i/ingenious, andfarremevidfremVUx*^ 
The juftly celebrated Earl «/ Shaftsburjr'* Oifermniem 
on the Anguflan Age, and the Chancers «/", Augoftns,'"' 
Marcus Agrippa and Maecenas, arefo agreeable to 4he 
Pidures, the Abbe Vertot has drawn of them ; that I 
could not choofe but join them together. And no where 
is thereto be fonud fuch ajuft Idea or. CharaHer ofHo- 
race and his Writings as that which his Lordfiip has given, 

us, 
• Milton, il Penferofo. 
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ui, not all at mce indeed, hut in different Parts vf his 
admired Works. Tie RefleiKons upon fomt beaatful 
Pai&ges o/' Horace, which I have feleHed out ofmanyfcat- 
teredthri his Lordflxp's ffritings,'- as they ftand inthem, 
are fo incidental, and environed with fo many Beauties 
more effmtial to his main Defign, that they are generally 
net fufficiently attended to, to have the EffeS, they cannot, 
I think, fail to have, when they are prefented to one iy 
themjilves, or in an united View, as' Piects of truly ration 
nal and ufeful Criticifm. And therefore I tiii^ht that 
gathering «»afuniting them together, might ieof ufe tefhev 
what true Criticiiin ought to do ; and to what important 
and profound Refieilions Homei^, Virgil, Horace, and o- 
ther ancient Authors, lead thefe who read them with Intel- 
ligence, and are Capable of ^entering into their^mX.: For 
in them and all good Writers, teufe a Phrafe of f{ tne wit 
~ well deferves to he placed among the Ancients, More is 
meant than meets the Ear. In order to this, one m(ft net 
■surely he Mafter e/'-dead Languages, which it can newt 
■heoiorth whilt to learn, if one is to learn notWrig elfc ty 
■them : Blithe muft he very weU acquainted with Anti<^uity 
aid HiAory, toith ancient Phiiofbphy, '!iuV;i Mankind^ 
and with tiat'tpaeandlslbA'Qn^aimiohich dMucis iaU 
its Mmims ««d!RM)te /r«MHa«ian>Ibebrc-i;«<i/'M«Kha<^ 
kdgeoftheWatiA: mis pl'sinfy ap^ats from ihiOi fek 
RenedioOS o^ anchsitt Audiers,' -m> Horace in jrartiaibi*, 
w» have jlleSedf^oih that ief30vtipsirah]e WAttt on p,u^ 
^f^e-tittifnte it. i '^And ie '^anietAaa^'j^sd rdi#lfe 
:..■;-;..! _.:■_;■ .,;:i- J feqi :r . \L ..,.,_-; . ■ :#|»t 
• ; ' , • ■ .; ;; '',.:■' .. 'J-ir.-av v :.rr--i. -.^ :,:,T!f:- • /• 

-i Solebat Plato, quoties e fchola ddcedatt, (Jicere: Vi^ete, pueri, uCocio 
ad honeftam aliquam rem utaniim, . PUto de Sanitate tuinda. 
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Ham, vcili htaidly give bis Aflent and Approbation to- 
•mbathis LordihipJ^j'X on tUt SubjeS o/"Polite Schohrfliip, 
and tbeCamman Methods «/° Modern Education, in a 'Pa£- 
6ge / can't chotfe but tranfcribs bere, fa greatly does it de^ 
firvtour Attention. . 

It feems^ indeed fdmewhat improbable tbat according 
to modem Erudition, and as Science is now diftributedj. 
our ingenious and noble Youths fliould obtain the full Ad- 
vantage of a jufi and liberal Education by uniting the 
Scholar JPart with that of the real Gentlemauj and Man 
ef Breeding. Academies fot Exerci&s £> ulefiil to the 
PubUck, and eflentiaL in the Formation of a genteel and 
liberal Charafler, ate unfortunately ne^eded. Letters 
are indeed baniihedy I know not where, in diftant Cloy- 
ftcrs and unpraftis'd Cells, as our Poet has it, confined 
to the Commerce and m^an Fellowlhip of bearded Boy^ 
The fprightly Arts, and Sciences are licrei'd from Philo- 
ibphy, which confe^uently muft grow dronilh, infipid, 
pedantick, ufelefi and diredly contrary to the real Know- 
ledge smd Practice of the World and Mankind. Our 
Youths accordingly fcem to have their only Chance be- 
tween two widely different Roads ; either that of Pedanr 
try and School-learning, which lies anaidft the Dregs and 
3SK&. cotn^t Part of ancient Literature ; or that of the 
fefhionable iUitowe Woild which aima merely at the 
Charade! of the fine Gentleman, and takes up with tb: 
Foppery of modern Languages and foreign Wit. The 
fc^htfuit Afpeft of the fornjer of theft Roads makes tKe 
, J<nl^ney appear defperate tnd impracticable. Hence that 
Averfion £> generally conceiv'd againft a leam'd Cha- 

lafter 
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raderwrong-tum'd, and hideouily fet out, under fuch 
Difficulties, and in fuch (eeming Labyrinths and myites 
rious Forms ; as if a Hmwr, or Xenophon imperfealy 
learn'd in raw Years, might not afterwards in a riper 
Age, be ftudy'd as well in a capital City, and amidft the. 
World, as ata College or Country Town I Or as if a 
Plutarch, a fullf or a Horace, could not accompany a 
young Man in his Travels, at a Court, or(ifOccafion were) 
eren in a Camp I The Cafe is not without Precedent. 
Lcifiire is found fufficient for their reading of numerous 
modern Tranflations and worfe Originals of Italian ot 
Frtncb Authors, who are read, merely for Amufemeht. 
The Ftceiish iaissA may boafl of fome kgitimate Authors 
off a jufl Relifh, corred and without any Mixture of the 
afiededor Ipurious Kinds, the falfe Tender or the falfe 
Sublime, the conceited Jingle or the ridiculous Point 
Thw are fuch Genius's as have been form'd upon the nap 
tural Model of the Ancients, and willingly owe their Debt 
to thole great Mafleis. But for the refl, who draw from 
another Fountain, as the Italian Authors in particulai^ 
they hiay be reckon'd no better than the corrupting of 
true Learning and Erudition; and can indeed be relifh'd 
by thofe alone whofe Education has unfortunately denied 
them the Familiarity of the noblfe Ancients, and the 
Pra<aice of a better andaiore natural Tafte. 

Tie Critkifm, of vhicb- a few Samples are here given 
from this NM Author, is. of a Kind not ui be met with 
almofl in any of that icfipid Race of voluminous Writers 
called Commentators on ancient Authors [forfo he often ' 
very jufly charaSirizes them.) If our Gitakti, the. Ca.- 

laubon*. 
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faubons and a very few imre are excepted, there is none 
of the Tribe whom it is not pernicious to have read. 
// is Criticifm of a Kind fadly wanting in tla more or- 
dinary Courfe ofwiat is called daffical Education .- For 
which Reafon young Gentlemen have no fooner acquired 
with great Drudgery, fome fmall Acquaintance with 
Greek aTtd Roman Words, than they throw ajide the Au- 
thors from whom they would quickly receive an abundant 
Reward for all that Toil, were they but once direfled 
into the right Tafte, and the profitable Manner of readr 
•ing them, which arefo charmingly delineated to us by this 
inftrufiive elegant Mafter, in his Advice to an Author, 
in particular. This is Jo much the more to be wondred at, 
that we have had for fome Time a Syftem of Notes in our ■ 
own Language, on Homer, (for the tranjlation is Homer 
ftill) that is a moftperfea Model of trueand ufeful Cri- 
ticifm ; and plainly points out to thofe who are con- 
cerned in the Education of Tauth, in what Channel their 
Le&ures on ancient Authors ought chiefly to run, if thay 
^eould former improve a good Tyte of them ; arutinftcad 
of giving' young Gentlemen a vtty idle Turn (to fay no 
■morfe of it) toward merely verbal Criticifin, injpire them 
■early with that juft Reli& for Manly Science, and ijfefiJ 
Rtfleflions on Men, Manners,, and Things, which if¥Aa- 
cation he not adapted to produce^ it is any thing elfe but 
what it ajumes the Name of. Were theje Notes tfonflated 
into a Language Foreign Pedants could read, .Ctiticili^ 
perhaps might take •a belter Turn among them ; or, at 
leaft, ceafe to coimpt and ^il good Botjts and-^xA 
Tafte. 
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I have no more to add tut that I thought it not im- 
proper to give the principal Authorities from vibicb the 
Abbe de Vertot'* CharaBers o/" Auguftus, M. Agrippa and 
iAssxaMfeem'd to me to he taken, in the Margin iy way 
of Notes, One pretty large Note concerning the Educa- 
tion of Auguftus and Moecenas, well deferv'es its Place, 
becaufe itjhews us what Notion the Ancients bad o/' truly 
liberal Education ; or of the dijerent Parts, which being 
rightly coalittd conftitute a proper Inftitution for the 
Touth of higher Rank, I have taken the fame Care with 
Care with regard to the Defcriftion of VerreaV Gallery, 
having inferted in the Margin the Paffages fcattered 
through Cicero'j Orations againfi Verres ; from which it , 
is fetch' d. ^x/or Afr. Boindin, he is fo full and exaSl 
in his References to the Authorities on which he founds 
his Opinion, that there was nothing more left to me to do, 
but to add the Obfervations of Mr. de Bos on the fame Sub- 
ject publi/hed afterwards, and tie curious Print prefixed 
to thofe Difcourfes, whicch all the Lovers of Antiquity 
will be glad to fee. With regard to Re-fearches of this 
Sort allow me to conclude in CiceroV ff^ords. 

-^Quod fi non hie tantus fructus oltenderetur, & fi 
ex his Audiis delectatio fola peteretur : tamen ut opinor 
hanc animi adreHionem humanilllmam ac liberaliflimam 
eflejudicaretis. 

Offuch Amufement it may befaid, 

^ Vires inftigat alitque 

Tempeftiva quies, major poft otia virtus. 

Statius Sylv. 1. 4. 

THREE 
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dh the Charader otAuguflusl 



fc. i&c. W(- 
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Habet autem, ut in atatihus SeneBus, fit in exemplis 
antiquitas : qwequidem apud me ipfum valet flurimum 
nee ego id, quod "ifejt' aMiipiifaf{; flagito, potius quam 
laudo quod efi ; praftrtim cum ea majora judicem, quat 

Jimt^mmiiiai^pm-4efunt^ . \ ■ - 

. C 0^ii igiktr^pfifiuimf^t. antifuoif^fj i0'm ')cuiq res 
■frobaUUoreSyCum hominum ftudia, ad imitandum a]a- 
eriara reddit ; immo erf£jJi ^nium cupiditates, ftP acuit 
indufiriam, cumjpet injtSa eft pojfe imitando, — cmfequi 
f^f^etifyy M.T. Cicero- 
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THE 

Character of Auguftus^ 

With a CkimpitUbn between 

His two Minifters, Agrippa and Maecenas. 

Read to the Aofdemy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres, fy 
/i6« Abbe de Vertot. 



P all the Various Means and Caufes which 
concur, whether to the Rife, or the £fta- 
blilbment of Empires, none hath greater 
Itifluenoe than the good Choice Princes 
make of their Generals and Minifters. 
But not , to enter into a long hiAo~ 
rical Detail upon a Subject fo well underftood, it is in- 
conteftable, according to the Aiie. de Vertot *, the Au- 
thor of this Memoir, that if Agrippa by his Valour made 
Auguflus. Matter of the Empire, it was Mcecmoi, who 
by bis Wiidom and political Addrefi, fix'd the new Do- 
mination on a firm and ifable Bafis t- 

B 2 But 

• It was read to the Academy of Infcriptions and BdUs Lt'.tres, by the 
jihbf de Vertet, and i& gpbliih'd in the 5th Volume of their Memoirs, p. 
235. 4/0 Edit. ■ 

t How he tiidfois (hewn afterwards, towards the Enl of this Dift 
cour{e. 

-.,., zee, Google 



(4) 

But the j^liie de Vertot asks which of thcfc two /?o— 
mam was the greateft Man ? 

And it is a Qucftion that can't be decided, without 
verjr narrowly examining into die Charafler of Augujlas 
himfelf; the Situation of Affairs when thefe twoMini- 
fters begun to aS their different Parts;; and into the re- 
fpedive good Servises by which they obtain'd that Prince's 
Confidence, who never put fiill 'Truft in any other. 

Hiftorians differ very widely in drawing the Character 
o{ Auguftus*. According^to fome hewasa Genius of 
the firft Form f : He had large extenfive Views, and laid 
Projefls. with great Judgment : He was capable not only, 
of planning, but of executing the grandeft Defigns : And 
after the Extiaftion of the Triumvirate, he was humanci^ 
clemgnt, nay full of Goodncfs ; and in fine, one-who- 
feem'd to have been born to diffufe Happinefs through 
the Univerfe. 

'^ Other Writers he" is reprefented" as an ambitious' 
Prince without Courage ; as enterprilii^ and yet timid; 
as treacherous to his Allies, and implacably cruel in fati- 
ating his Revenge ; as fupcrftitious | ; and not only with- 
out one real Virtue, but without the outward Semblance 
of any. 

. - But 

* Aiigitjiiu wrote Kis OTn Memoin, as appean from what Saetm. lays, 
We Augt^m nihil amplitts. quam tqueftri famitia orlum ft fcrihity vetere ae. 
tocMpUte, iS inquiprimmftnalor pattr futafuerit. Sec Plut. in-Brufe. Sqnx 
Ftagments of them are colleAed by Jams RulgerJtMs in variis Leitignibus. . 
Another b added by Vt^its, from Teriuliian (lihro de anima) who with other 
Criticks, teada that FaiTage in ydieius Palertuhu^ 1. z. c. 5^. which iUnds .- 
commonly thus (de' cujuj origine etiamji frxventii, &? paucn dicendnfunt.) 
-de cujus origine -eliamfi pravenit &? pauca dicenda /unt, 2fgrettbly to fome 
ancient Manufcripts. See C. Veil. Pal. Curante Burmanne. 

t How excefliveiy fijllbm is this Expreffion of Patereuksi Omtiius tut- 
nium gentium viris magniludine/ua indu^nnts caliginem, {. 2, c. ^6, 

t Sec Sueten. c 90. &f . is iiiU on this Af^ck. 

Diglizacb, Google 



(s) • 

But if is eafy to difcern Flattery in (he One and Malice 
m the other of theft * fo very oppoEte Piflures. Au- 
guftus, 'tis likely, has been neither io great nor fo good, 
fiiweak nor fo wicked as he is defcribed to us. Men ge- 
nerally are of more mixed Gharaifters : And therefore it 
is probable, that if this Prince did not poffefsall the won- 
derful. Qualities ibme alcribe td hini, he was not however 
fuch a Mifcreant as others have pourtray'dihim. 

We can hardly doubt but he had fbme good Qualifi- 
cations : We fee in his Schemes and Adicins Refohition 
to an aftonifcing Degree, and a very extraordinary Reach> 
of Sagacity in well-timirtg the Execution of his Defigns ; 
vaft Penetration in the' Knowledge of Mankind, and.fin- 
gular Prudence in employing ■ Perfons' fuitably to their 
Capacities and Tempers. He was -clofely attentive to all 
the Variations of Amtirs, and was merciful or cmel as 
'Hmes and Injuries required. He was an Enemy to all 
perilour Meafiires-even to Cowardice, but perhaps through- 
Politicks. But well did he know howto give a feir co- 
Iduring to hir Vices by' Ms dexterous Skill in afiuming 
the Appearance of Virtues which be had nob In one 
Word, he vpasj as he faid 6f himfelf, an excellent Co- 
median, and could pli^ any part under a Mask, in oc^ 
der to aft the higheft. ■ ■'.'.'■■' 

Itwssneceffiry tounfold.a little the Doubled in ithis 
complicated Charader, to form a true Judgment of J)ii| 
two Minifters.- ' 



Amidft 

• "That Remarfc'which Tacitus makes in the Beginning of his firft Book of 
Hiftory ought ever to be prefent to the Readers of Hiftory. Sed amhitio- 
rttm fcriflorii facile adverfcris : obtriEtatio fcf livBr pronis aurii>us accipiuntur. 
**'^ifpe aduiatimifcedum crimen firvitulify titaUgtiitati falfa ■ /pedes ii^erta- 
" Isj iaefi. 
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Amidft die very trooUou* CommotioDt which enfued 
upon the Death ot Cefar, did C. OSiavius enter upcm the 
Stage. Scarcely eighteen Yeafs of Age, and juft come 
from the Schocus oijffiillapia, he dar'd to pcojed): a De< 
fign for utterly extirpating the Republick, and pofTeffing 
hirofelfofabfolute Sovereignty; and which is yet more 
fiu-prifing,. without being fore of gaining over to him 
any of the Parties which were f«med after theDiftator 
was.ldird. : 

In vain did his ^Relatives and Friends *, the Partifans, 
or even tiie Enemies of Liberty oppofe themfelves to fo 
boid and rifqtious a ProjeS : Notlung could move him ; 
he without any other Support + but the bare Name of 
Cafar, withflood tbsm all. But tho' he had not fuffi- 
cient Force to lefiA a]l thofc different Faftions at once, 
he had Art enough tnr entering into fucceflive Alliances 
with one of them after another, to take Advantage of 
their mutual Jeskufies and Animqllties by Turfas, to 
make them deftroy one the other by their own Arms ; 
and thus to lay ore Foundation of his own Power and 
Grandeur ontheir Ktiinl 

- This was the fix'd Schenje which he early form'd, and 
fiom which he o^er fwerv'd. But this grand Defign 
lay hid in profound Secrecy, and nothing appeared but 
Zeal and RUbtution to ar^nge his Father's Fate j:. Now 
M- Anthony uttder the lame felons Cover for his am- 
bitious Views had recall'd the Legions he commanded. 

So 
, "■ See'Velleius Patercultu., 1. 2. c. S9- Non placefcat Attiiae matri Philippo- 
que vitrico adiri nomen invldiofae fortunz Czuris. 

-): Sprevit itaque coeleftis animus humana confilia % Sc cum periculo po- 

tius fumma, qutm tuto humilia propo6ut fequi t ' ditftitans, asfas cfTe, 

quo nomine Odari dignus eflet vifos, fibimetipfiun videri indignum. Fell, 
widem. 

X Omnium bellorum initium & cauilam bine rumfit, tuhil convenientius 
ducens quam necem avunculi vindicare tuerique a£ht. Suet. ^ 
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iSo that <)ht; wio ttiuld riot look thrbugh the outfide of 
thtirConduft, into ftei^ internal Motives would na- 
tiirally have expefltd to fee them unite together, the bet- 
tfr to ucconiplilh the fame End. But they were inward- 
ly aftuatcd by quite different Views of a more interefting 
Natnit. M. Jinthtny afpred at no lefi than abfolute Power 
*. as well as Aumipus, and being able to fee through one. 
atiother, they loon became hearty Enemies f. 

Ca/ari Friends ftrove to no ptirpofe to bring about a 
Reconciliation. They embtac'd, but their mutual Dif- 
fidence ftill remain'd ; and while they were continually 
tiavet&ig one another's Plots, as tbeii feign'd Friendlhip 
could not hold out long, lb all Appearance of it was fbon 
at an End. 

M. Anthmif &tisiied himlelf to put Marks of Con- 
tempt % vfoa Ollavtus, and to treat him Uke a School- 
boy II, while the young Scholar, abfolutely Mailer of his 
Refcntment in outward Appearance, was laying, quite 
out of the reach of Sight, a fure Foundation tor working 
his Rival's Deftruaion. 

Mean Time M. Antheny went to lay Siege before Afo- 
eUna, in h<^ies that the young Cafar would come to his 
Gamp, and put himfelf under his Command as his Ge- 
neral. 

• Aperte dcinde Antonil ac Dokbellx confulum ad nf&idam domina- 
tionem cnipit furor. Vdleius. See Appian. 1. 3. 

-j- Interque natuniliter diflimillimos ac diveria volentes crcTcebat odium, eo- 
gue C. Cxfar juvenis quotidianis Antonii petebatur inlidiis. Veil, ibitltm. 

t Vtllliiu 1. 2. 5^. fays Hujic protinus Antonius Cof. fuperbe excepit ; 
(neque is oat contcmtus fed metus) vixque admiilb in pojnpeianos hartos, 
loquendi fccum tcmpus dedit. See Appian. 1. 3, 

II Plutarcb tell* us he defois'd him becaufe he was very young, t?f. Ho 
was commonly called at ictww, Puer. See Dim de OH. Allicus to Cicero 
fays, )'« frafeittia heiU ijtepuer retundit JntOHium. See Seruiusad Virg. Eel. 
I. 4$. [Hie iUum vide Juvenem.'] Cafarem Sat OSaviasum A^gu/tum. dicre- 
verat enim feitatus ne^is aim piterum dicertt, nc majejias lanti imperii minue- 
Tetur. SvtCaufauionadSuetonium. 
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>neral. But the Prince faw plainly, tliat to Kvenge lat 
Father's Death, by driving Brutus from that Place, was 
but a blind ; and that to make himlelf Mafter of Rtme 
by taking that Town, wat his real Incentive : And there- 
fore he artfully employ 'd Cicero's Intereft to raife a Jea- 
loufyof the Succefs of that Siege, and got the Senate to 
declare /Inthony an. Enemy to his Country *. 

The 

* So Plutarch ki hts JJiz of Anthony : And in iiis Life of Cieero he tells 
us at great length how O^dv/tu got into Favour viAi'-CicerOi and mentions 
Lettcn of Bruttts to jittiaUy in which he charges Qcero with .flattenng 
young C^ar for fear of Antbonj. See a Letter to Attiais, in which 

there are thefe and .many other remarkable Ezpreflions. Omnia fe- 

cifTe Gceronem op^mo anuoo fcio. Quid enlm explontiuB mihi eflc |)et»ft, 
.quam illi^s animus in Remp? Sed quxdam milii videtur, quid dicam i 
imperite, vir omnium prudentiflimus j an ambitiofc ftcifle ; qui valentifli- 
mum Antoiiium, fufcipere pro Rep. non dubitavit inimicum ? Nefcio, quid 
icribam tibi, niTiununspueri '&cu|»dibrteii) & rxentiara^ potius efle imta- 

tam, quam repttBim a Qcerone. Suftinuifle mihi cloriatur helium An< 

toiu1 togatus Cicero nofter. Quid hoc miKi prodeft, fi merces Antonii 
opprefli pofcitiTT, In Antoniiiocum. fucceffio : & fi vindex illius m&Ii, auAor 
extitit.alterius, RindaAientum, & raditts habituri altiores, li padamur ? 
ut jam ida qux facit, nqn deminalionem, non, fed Dominum Antonium d- 
mentis C\Ti\. - — O magnam ftultitiam timotis, idipfum quod verearis, ita 
cavere, ut cum vitare fortafle potueris, ultra aiceflas & attrahas ! Nimium 
timemus mortem, & exilium, & paupertatem. Hax videntur Ciceroni ul> 
tima effe in malls, & dum habeat a qiubus impetret qux velit, & a quibus 
colatur, ac laudetur-; (■ayita.tcm, bmorifieam moio non aipematur: fi quid- 

quatn in .extrema, ac mifetrima aMitumelia poteft hononficum efle, . 

Qaidenim noftra, vlftum cfle Antonium, fi viftus eft, ut alii vacaret quod 

ille obtinuit ? Vivat hercule Cicero, qui poteft, fupplex & obnoxius, fi 

neque xtatis, neque honorum, neque rerum geflarum pudet. Ego certe, 
quin cum ipfa re bellum geram, hoc eft, cum regno, 6c Jmpcriis extraotdinariis, 
& dominatione, .& potentia qux fupra leges fe efle velit, nulla crtt tarn bona 

conditio fervicndi, qua deterrcar. : — Compare with this, his Letter to 

Cicero. At dolore, quantum animo maximum capcre poflum, cadem ilia 
pars epiftolx fcriptse ad OAavium dc nobisi afftcit. Sic enim itie gratias j^is 

de Rep. tarn fuppliciter, ac demiife (quid fcribam) ut (M^rfus pne tc 

fcras, non fubtatatn dominationem fed dominum commutatum efie. — — 
Hie ipfc puer, quem CEciaris nomen incitare videtur in Csclaris intcrfcftores 
quana xfttmct (fi fit commerdo locusj pofie, nobis auAortbus,] tantum, 
quantum profedo potent, quoniam vivere, & pecunias habere, & did con- 
uilares volumus ? Cetcrum nequicquam perierit ille : cujus intetitu quid 
gavifi fumus, fi mortuo nihilommus ferviturl cramus, &c. M. T. Cic. Eptfi. 
ad Br-Jtum Uber.fmg. 
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The two Ccmfulsr ■ marched. Augufius join'd them 
with his Trpdpst and . M. Antbmy K&ag a Battle was 
fbrc'4 to raife the Siege. , Augufius demanded and ob' 
tained'the ConfuUhip; but he did not keep it long. 
The Army of M. Antbmy being reinforc'd by the Ac- 
ceflum of the Troop under Lepidui, he threatned Au- 
gufius that he woold Join the Confpirators *. And the 
yaartgCiefar alarmed at the Tfaou^ts of a Le^ue he 
Vrai unable to refift, pTopofed a Reconciliation, joining 
theit Forces and iharing the fovereign Power +. But 
being jealous one of the other, diey afibciated Ltpidui 
to them, not to be Head of the Party, but rather to be 
an Arbitrator between them, if any Difierences fhould 
haj^n. 

This is the famous Triumvirate, whoie monftrous 

Cruelties ftrikewitb Horrort. Thefe three Heads enrich'd 

. C by 

' • Ftffeitts c. 65.-*- Den«n<i»«tqiie fe cum Bnito Caffioque, junaarom 

y^es fuas, (i Csdar gua afpcmaretur concordiain i dkcntcpc plus CEC^rem pa- 
tris, qu?in fe amici ultioni debere, 

' Igitur unita potentii: {bdetas, & hortantibiis onntitmrque exerotibus, 
&c. Ibidem. 

-f* Plutarch teHa us, that OffavhtSi irfien he &w Citerfi whole Defign and 
Endeayourwas to reflore.theCommonwealtb, fent cntain Friends to Aaio- 
niusy to propofe a Reconciliation. 

X See what even Velleius that Fbttcrer and Time-ferver U.y% on this 
Head, hz. c.€y. Hujhs totius temperii fortanamnee di^e qmdem quifquam 
fatis dipit fatuity adeo nemo verbis exprimere poteft. The Remark he adds 
. deTcrvet Attention. Id tamen natandum eft ; fuiffe in pr^eriptos uxerumfidem 
fimmam, hbertonm mediam^ ferwnm dtifuam, wiwuni nullun. Adeo diffidlis 
eft hominibus utcumqae concepts Tpd mora. See Appian. with reipeft 
to O^avius Suetm Ipeatcii^ - of the t^fcriptions firys, 2n 'que reflitit 
quidem aliquandiu Collegis^ ne qua fieret frofiriptht fed maptum ittroqut 
aeerbhuexircuit. Dion tk^ms tu upon his GoU^es, L. 47.^. 377. So 
Velleius, repugnant CMfare, fed frupra adverfus duos inftauratum Sullane 
exn^U malumtpnfmptio. SeeiriUiirhat Indignation even he fpeaks of ^e 
Profeription of Cicero, and the fine Charafier he gives of him, L. 2. 66. 
Plutarch bys duGovemment of dw Tnomviri grew odious to the Romam 



>y Google 



( 16 ) 

br the Spoik of die Piofoib'd, and become powerAiI bjr 
the Deam of thcif Enemies, quite demoliifa'd the Repub^ 
hcans, and buried Liberty in the PlaiiitofPiir/i^with 
Brutus atid Caffus, the two laft trne Sumam. 

Auguftta having during this lime bewray'd hix na-v 
tuial Timoroufads on many Occafi<«s% fieqtientiy feH 
under the Raillery f£M. Anthtrf, wbowasofaiaunting: 
Turn : ^d (jrerefore fae dxnj^ht it nece&ry fta him. 
to chule a good General ; and at pitch'd'upon j^rippuy, 
a Perlbn of low Exttadion, and a SeUier of Fortune,, 
who for thefe Reaibmcsi^^re no Umbrage.. 

"Ster 

•n «T«rf AcbsnMt^'.tiat t&nr ttwft Vimiot Jl tfh bi ^ t baauiie Qtefkr was , 
■fom, aad Zttiitsymr^ U& pRi&katiiiD. 1kt(mt Aadior takas Miv 
tide of his Cmeln in .4^d. Tlutarcb ja \aa Xa^c ot CUen has this PaiEige, , 
*' Some fay C^Jar Duck bid (br Cinn the two filft Days, but' the &i : 
" he forfook Mm. 

Ar£vv4UVes'^M«*telbus,.thathecoiaiadedthale^,hKiisiipl«y'd; 
40 flmi^)CftC<r-9to Anlceoffhis Head and light Hand«,(mtii7dueh]^ had; 
written the inveftive Orationa called PbiSipk^) agnaft him ^ ■ aiid when die - 
MuiAenn broqgfat lun Cisen'i Head and Hand' cut oflv he beheld them-i 
a long time with ^«it Joy, and laugh'd heartily. How gmuly was Bnmtf 
aiAaJflfaiinhis-O^ltuo&otthisMaa. Pkiartha3^.ia^ljjk ^ SriftuSy. 
.tbgt all.'tbe Cort^inMan accept :4nMu, wete-fer kHlJiig >i»/writ-Jikewile, bo- 
caufe he was a wicked Man that in -hi& Heact ii»rcnu^ Tynony?. But BrU' 
fu-weuLd Aot40aB«} it. ficft, 4]ecaule, heiaid, it was not h««eft And'^ 
fcoondly, becww he (£d not -diuibt iwt ^tbottj beiag a nobl&^ninded cou- - 
ngeoHS Man .(when fae Ihouid know Ctf/^r w^ dead) w^uld williq^ help 
loM Cbuntrf M Noovcr her .Liberty, havifig t^cm an Emofk to him, 
*iiiilkiw,t)ltitCoun»««d Virtue,. 5oJ(«j»i,liir'd 4ni<w|*Ijfe, i^^ 
that Time difguis'dlmoftlfaii^l.ftole.ilT'W-' ... 

"* SiuM. Ubd<!l«»bi6UB. Afltoaip niateii^ ptitan exntohandi. Ne «rt>» • 
niidem aciiUB-euftiadfpiociej)o«lMi% jltftni^taBn aciem, ^c. PJ/aoKbteUstilt 
j*tffcw>-was.iiio?hgiventeJUll|eiyandM>>cki«g. Hc-teiifafififfflaft.. 
(nJiw'dhiBi, fljunlbefauad-'jwn talWi^.tJvsHiuwsHi- 
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'The' Bufilirfrnow was to chafe tke jrooiig Pmfty out 
oFSieify, who ha«Dg poffeffed himfdl' of it greatly ..an- 
noyed thettaiiitn tSoafts. Auptftut had nb JFleet %, but 
:/^v<^^ built £8>ipB apA vgient in C^ue^ of the Eiietnj' ; 
tHe tle^t hts Lieutenant Oenen^ in feireral Skimilhes, 
and'ai bfltd^iMo} Pomf^ himfelf : being iafveKt m 
equafly modeft and great General, he decUn'd the tri- 
unij^al Ho'^^^'^ miichhehad npieritcd ; well knowing 
perhaps thl; £>eiicaky . and JWalimfy of his Mafler. 

iiig*^*' having tjow obtain'^ a ocmpleat Viflorf pver 
tht' RepuUitSns, jrtlg'd at fcigh Tine to break with his 
CoUcsgues * ; and prMendisd Reaibss iot Urn wete s$Sif 
hit off by fo aWe a Poiiticiant. . 

- £rf!/A^^tieiag'tbeleicfei«seidlab)ec(4he«nrO) wM firft 
bttaci^.; and indeed has De^brudioa coA Imt j. lictib fM 
and femeMcAiey. Not being in Earoor with the Soldiery 
his Army abandon'd him ; and having but little Ambi- 
tion he hsd no very ^deat Straggle to |irerail witib him'- 
leff to msSat \as lletieat. ' M. ■Aa$bt^ gave Giefar 
«incli' BMi^ Tioiibk: ' Being Mafier of part of /Ifi^ 
-titii Africa, in ftlliaabe with icveial migbjy cro«vn'4 

Amiatit. .Sdjfisndis wvibll* ^w— i p»:fc(^ eft M. i^;(si. ffm 
MlawshisCharuSer^hm.' "Vntvm noDuifltnue, . lafaore, ' Tigilia, ^^ericslo 
ttviftuH* patendique, ted uoi /dentiffimus, alHs Jane unpenn^ djpiaus, & 
jNr omtiia extia aiktiones poiitus, .cqnfulUf^ue &£ta coqungcn*. f>//, Xi. 3. 

' 'Poll FompcS Aigim, coBEgaram altertuoM. Lepidiim ^nm ex Afiica 

in auxUum evoouat, fiiperbtentcm. • Sppliavit entdtu ; fuppUcemque 

conceDa viu Circeida .tn perpetiiom, I ' dM^ i lt . M. AfttboH ibdrtusm fern* 
,{ierdubtam & incertam, recondlkttpnjbtflgar^mnb rAik faaSuua tixu^ 
'tandem. Suelm. 

t Pklarcb tells us what they were; . 
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Heads, and ador'd by tfie Army f, he had indeed prnv"* 
invincible had he not fallen aVidimto his Paffions|fi. 

Auguftus being inform'd ^X. Antbonf! v^Mt diflblv'd 
in Love to Cleopatra, utterty Be^e£ted tha A&ire, of 
Government, fcnt Agrippa againft tim^ This G^eral 
was led by War thro many difierent Climates,, but Vicr 
tory attended him wJieie eves he went :: And.at lafl^ the 
Battle of ^i5fr««, finally decided this capital Contention, 
and the Death of Anthony foUowing veiy quickly after 
that Viflory rendered Auguftus Emperor of the: World. 

He ow'd the Empire to his Skill in making the beft 
Advantage of the Viftory by Hirtius. and Pan/a near 
to Modena, to diftrefs ^fi/^onj' ; and after that. iamakr 
ihg Atttioity conquer for him at PiUippi, j and to Agrip- 
pa\ ridding him (A PompeyaxAAntbrnyi thussputting 
it in his Power tp ftttle the. Govenujient to his own 
Liking. 

• This giandPrqefl created- many very diilurbinganxi- 
eus Hours to Auguftus. . The Ides of March were ever 
present ta his. jbimgination.: Ciefar aflaflinated in the 
Senate by his own Friends, made him dread the. fame 
Fate. His natural TimorouCiefi often rouz'i up in his. 
Fancy another Brutus % and thofe were the Motives, 
which determin'd him to deliberate about this weighty 
AiSur * with ^grippa afld Mcecepfts. A0ppa infenfibfe. 
' : t? 

X Plutarch tells us, Ec was lov*d by them, Sccauie' of his Uberality 
and Famihanty with them ran4Jie names the eight Kings he had to aH 
him. 

I So Pititarcbj who on this Occafion makes ufe of a'Phrafeof '^/tf^wHb 
calls Zjifi the unttin'd uagoveipable Hotje of the ^itjd, 

• De reddenda Rep. bis cogitffbant, &c. Suet. Sctibit' Dbnattis, Augufium 
cogitaffede Tyrannide ommittendaSc Rep. Senatui teddenda : tunc Vjrgilium 
fiiaiCfle utdoininaretur. Si cnim, inqui^ ju^tiaai, quod niodo ^is, omoi-. 
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to all Gloiy, but that which is due ,to truly great 
A&kxa, declared for a generous Abdication.. He let 
the Dangers of a hated Tyranny before his Prince in the 
firdngeft Light v\ recalled to his Mind the Examples of 
Syll» and Cue/ar, and rigoruufiy pre^ed him to (hair the 
World, by reftoring Liberty to his Country, that he had 
taken Arms with no other View but to avenge his Fa- 
ther's Death. 

Macetiar, inftead of holdkig up to his Mafter's Eye 
llie more tempting fide of a Crown, contented himlelf 
with rcprelenting'to him,: that lie Jiad new gone':too far 
to draw back; that: after Ipilling lb much Blood, there 
was no Security for him but on the Throne ; and that 
he could no looner Se divefted'. of fopreme Dominion 
dian he, would.iiicel&ntty:bc afiailed by the. Children 
of lb, many illnflrious Perfom he. had profcribed, 
having been forced, by the deplorable Situation of the 
time's to laicrifice them to his :own Safety. 

' Augujius neither, wfadly rejcftiag, nor wholly embra- 
cii^ . one or other , of taefe Advices, reiblv'd to 
retain tbeSoTercigaBawer^ibiDtgjiadaaBy to ^ inure ..the 
BMHons: to defpbddc Qovennnent *, by gentle Ufage<; 
and ther^re;he'decJareipuhliclclyj -that he would lay 
itdown in Ten Years, flattering ttieinithab<faefois that 
,; : ' ■ :: :.\ mH ,-:i!t"^:;I v,;w,\i';^ i. li , . ■(■■' .. Time 



US in ^turum difiniHus,^ dbnu^iii'te, - &, w».& urtu cbnducct. Virgjlu 
fententiun {eqitua- Augaih^ ^p^apatom^'tenwt: qon foapte' mtuni cu|^ 
d^EmiOr^tnf. doniinaiuli, vt irt({Gat.£uU'(^s*- fuptuquam pdftiinan p$>ttft. 
'BtrctilduJ ad Suet. Offav. ~Aug. 

'■' • Quam voluntatem — qaodam ediAo lus vctIhi teftatus eft. " Ita 
*' nuhi felTamac fprjntem .Remp. fiftere in fus^ fede liccat, atque ejus rei 
•^ fhiflam'pefcipfereipi.rfri-pfeto, ^vt'opAnV ffatus -auflof diCam:: ' ec moriens, ' 
«t ftramme^Utn-l^mi.'riHmara in'Tcfttg^o fiio fundamenta Rep.qusejecero.'*' 
Fecitque ipfe fe compotcm TOti*, lufus omi^ modo DC quern novt Uatis pcc^ 
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Time he would be abla to re-eflSablifli the State inta 
a pakB. calm i Add indeed he fail'd dot ray fieqocttt- 
ly to renew. thi«Pro«ieB»tion. 

From that Mcment ^^ipfa ami Mttctmt divide! 
between thtm J^kguftuia Har and Autharitjr, trith Aai 
Difference onl^, thaSL< the fiift Mdg ih faigfaeri Eftecm, 
efpou&d i^^«/?»j's. Dat^ht^t, md Viat nomioatMt 
Ccnful. 

M^ecettst took a: quite diiieiem, }n<k a veiy ihi«wd 
MMhod of diftingviiuiing' hknielf. -Content with a 
Life of Eafe and fleafuraj . and with TiijpliBg, :fo tn 
Ipeidt, Arer hii Maftci^'s 3eaiit, jie artftdly nfufed'all 
DigniUet. ' ■■ ■ -. 

The otaewn: legardbdra. flieFiOar of the Empires 
The othfcr 99 aA igrccdde JFiiendi £ndetety attached 
t6 his Mi^fUna Betfixi, add quite':fttc mtai Atnbli* 
tiOh. ■ ■ ' -■'•!'; ■ : ■ 

But Ixcaufe thiti favoaritd of jtugafhis kuk baea 
mnch left taUked t>f than the iother, oh account ofthe 
perpMual WarsdutlBiade J4>,g'^/S»{ Mitflerigf the Wocid, 
io which fachad aA SfeiM^ il^ia mA! ai^is K> 'endeacioar 
to make b RwnaH better faxiwn, vHia&KaraB for Ag)s 
hath been cmfecrsited <a dbiiafe a J'!atibii df tdefid-'Ltam* 
ji^ and ingettiius Alts. ' .ilvv. !; ;,- • , 

He was by Birth a Rsman Knight, the iecond Rank 

in the State, and he had the good Fortune to have hit 

Education indieiamc School to which\/j^t^w/2»( wa> 

feex at j^oUtma*. The Confcnni^ of their Tempen; 

; ■ ;. .--•'.: '■-'■:'.■,. „ theit 

* A^i ^ys, he mtt fent to A^i^iauen ^^4 nailitarw.^litanmim oauft; 

StrtAt &ys of j^ttieHts, Sta io Maoedona ad nian Jpiwjm' optimis olim in- 
fliMdi & (liiqplinis. 

MMKnas a young RamM Knight it is oblerrable vat feat to th« iut» 
fithooL and had the Jame Educstioa with QSavha. 

We 
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die>rcommal>LoreofPoUteLiteiqti»e.% and the &me 
tdSaa fat FlcaTure fonncd betwoea them (torn dot 
«uly Tube « dofii FnencUlup, which qever abnud f , 

The 

"We have a piitiaihr Account in D/m, £» 45. of yuJius Cafft^^ f^y 
itont d» EdncatkMi ^ Qff JVMU i of the Manqer {)f Question at jfy^Uonia; 
i«d of what O04v/iti was fent thitherto beinftnifted in, which is wellworth 
i^ir Atttndvn, b«wfe Acim heon w> vavf fins a Kotioib not orAj of the 

Qpniipd of C^Jar widi r^ard to the In^tution of a young Prince, but likc- 
wi(e of ancient Education m general.' 

. " Julius took particular C^ ^i^t OSMvau Aodd be pr^orcd by his £da- 
•* cation for the Arts of Government, and be well inftruift«d in all thofc 
*• Arts and Scieneea, w|uch were nfceflary to qaaHfr him for rdgnlng with 
•• Kgnhy.over fp grot an Emdrc* Oifavius was inftruftcd ^nd praffifed i(i 
*• the Study rf ^loqtBBice \ vA that hoth in (he Greek and Rfirnatt Tongues, 
*• He WW at the fernje time kept. aflMuoufly to the military Eitercifes : ^d 
■", he was tau^t with ptut Pu« ap4 DiS^te a|l! U\aj: belongs tp theKnow^ 
•' ledgeofManfcto^ MidtiieSdeijCPsrfOoveFpmepti all that could enable 
*' him tomaintMn the " EMgnity of a great Charaftcr aijd fit him fqr the 
"* hjgheft Offices in J.ife. {m.* T«An-f«j ig^fX"*^! Usfi^s thus paraphrafes 
**^ theft Wortls, (whieh is he o8fcrvcs may Ibe tranflated '$tu4ium poUttces.) 
** Qmcqujd juvarp prudentiam, aut dimitatem omare, vel commendare cle- 
**-,^ijfiam princip^ fefti^ poteft: A^ Jy: rpmarfcp, tjjatthe Manner of 
.*• pf thi? Eddcatwo is welt expreflfed ' by i^w; t* Ap/HWf, tJ »^;#ftw«f , tV > 
^ tf^iwc, folid^.& fttenue, £e efficacy, Npp rtd'feh^un autnh^ram/ed . 
*• ad luccm & vibutf tendentis pneclafa indicant iHa. ywl^fiua Pol. L. i. 
** f. 10. 

•See Suetptt. c. 84, TEloquentiarn fludiaque litei^ia di xtate prinia.= — 
€acozelps& aniiqjarioa ut diverfo genere. vitiofos pari laftidio iprcvit. Ex- 
ttitabat nonnunqU^'^npriii&'fi^aKCTJ*^ fi^tu cujus ^vfcCfix^i, tit Mt 
cmdivios ufquMil?que pttffq^JElJir; £i? imit'andqperjetum irrid(t. Stt^ If. fa/aui. 
onAis^act. " '; *' "' . ,^. ^ ■ !', ..'.■'■ 

Moiniius ^ves us mi" Accoimt 'of a'Lctter of ^iigu^ui to Macenas of 
this Kind. ^ AvgUftus quia Marcei^atem fiiUiri noverat'efle ftyio lemifTo, 
mrfli 8c <filfoluto»tileni fe ,m eplftotis qims ad e^m fcribejiat, fsepius exhi^bat: 
ti contra caftigatipnetn k)lwen(li, mi?m ^iasTfle.'fcribendo'ferVabat, m ^pifto- 
la ad Mtecfenateta ■ fe'mil^i/'pfiira^tn'Jocos cWus fu^^oit': " Vafe 'i^^ 
•• gemmeum Mcdullia, Ebur.ex^e^riW^.^ ^retifium, adamas' iWer- 
*« nas, Tiberihum Ma^aritum, aitiiiinim ftnaragde, Jafpi figuloram^ Be- 
•• rylle Potfennse, Carbunculum li^se.} Kftir^nrrtfitiTitT*, Nf^gms 
*• Mawhamm." . - - ■■ 
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A Civil Warteing liiniied,- y4ugu/ius found a very 
able and ufcfulMinifter. ib an agreeable Favourite. Vk 
was always charged witb ^e moid ddicace 'Negotiati> 
-ons : And Auguftus could cot have made a happier 
ChcMce. 

Macenas ' polTe&'d in an eininent Degree all thole 
wining Qualities which make their Way diredly and ir- 

jefiftibly 

t - 

But what Tort of Lover 6f Ltttera and Arts he w4«, w« may judge by 
his PftlEon fgr unphkheatrical and cruel EntertainmentB, of which after- 
wards ; and of aAvDuriteDiverfioaof his related, by. Suetm^ Feftos (d Jo^ 
lenttes 'durprefii^m£, noimMquamjocnlariter tantum ceUirMtat. .Sattirnalihu 
t^_fi quando alias liht^ti, moJo tmnera Jividehat, vtfiem^ <&. auntm, & ar- 
gentum : mode nummos ommis nette^ ttktm viteret rtgiat ac peregnMOs i in- 
terdum Mihii prater Cilicia (^-^ongioj, & rutdiuia, & forftces^ atque atim 
Idgenus, titulii ohfcurts^ amiiguis. SoUhat 6? intefualijjimanim rerum fir- 
iUy & adverfas tabularum pifturas la convivio' voiditare: uuertcque eafu 
fpem mercanthm vH fri^rari vel explere: ita ta per ^agtdos lelies Vcifatio 
jitret i i^ feu ia3nr» feu lucrum cemmunUeritur, 
. 'Suetm. c. 66.7^.^ Ai^uftus: AnudBu Deque Adle admilit, & coriftaa- 
tiflime rednuit. ^/ iGif iMj£r» J>cfida»dt(niin,nQ&iiiinquamt nedepluribus 
fcferam, Agripps patioitiam & Mccenatis taciturnitatem, cum ille ex leri 
rigoris fufpicionc, & quod Marcdlus fiW aateferrctur, Mitylenas re^^reliftis 
omnibus contuUflet : hie focretum de comperta Murens: cotijuraaoae uxon 
Terentia: prodidifleC 

Sacitus L. 3. Frigore tandem -percuiTum Mzcenatem 8e a?tate proveda 
fpectem jnag^ in amtcitia piindpts quam vim obdnt^le. Diai iays the i&me, 
but ^ves anotherReafon. Caiiflam Immbuta aBudtiz ftiille tertamen dc formS 
inter Uviam & Teretitiim. Z.. 54. See what he feys of j/^/;^ L. 53. 

*>^<fl««fffves the following Qa n i ac r of JtfgcflMJ. . Equeftri, fed fden- 
dkio genere natus* vir ut» rea vi^Iiam cj^erct, lane exTomnis. [»-ovidens 
a^ue agcndi fdens i lunol vero uqiud ex ncgotio remitti po^^ otio ac 
moUitns pene liltn feminam fluens : non nunos ^rippa Ca=^ cams, fed 
numis honoratut: guippe vixitangufto daro jimc contmtiisi nee majota con- 
feqni non potuit, fed-nunquam ooncuprit. 

Prefertmt celdnatea Mecenss for his Moderatioff* 



Mcceoas egues ttrufeo defangtiine regum 
Intra ftrtwum fu cvpis ^t tuam. 



L. 3. Eleg. 7. 
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iftfiilibly to the Heart. He bad naturally an excellent 
Genius ; a uprightly and elegant Turn ; and a good Edu- 
cation and well direded Study Had brought to their fuH 
Pctfedion all the generous Seeds Nature had originally 
fi)wn in bis Mind, ^e have many Inftanccs of his Abi- 
lity for the Management of the moft diificult Mattew 
©f State: For he by bis Dexterity in Politicks drew Al- 
fiflance from Marc Anthony to drive Pompey owt of Si~ • 
eifyz And after Auguftm was become Mailer, this Fa- 
D vourite 

' Horace -cDmmtnds Mec^nas for hk Tadtumitf . 
£t quae rime/a bent deponuntur in eure. 

tlor. Sit. 1. 1. «, 

We loun what Pbwa and Intereft he had with Ai^^us &om the &me 
Satyr, 

SecHw-^podi. 

^t lAhmnis 4nlir- -aJta navmm 

f cannot wdl recoidfc tins Epode -with "what the /ftfe it Vtrtet &ys of 
.M9M9W*ftJsivit^ iio6&aiein'iiieWaiBof..A7(^. AndiccwdogtOi^i^iv 
he went with j^i^m:»xA J^i^a into SxcHy againft Pompey. jSmd he ilke- 

wrTe aceomptmBa Jugt^uj to J^ium. See "J. Xpb^nus in Jhgufie.- ~ 

Qoas ob rm A^ppce ^tqiie MEecenati tantam potoAatem -detoTit QuQir in ra- 
btA Dtmubua, «t- literai qua&nnque ad fenatum vel aEw imttertt, ipfi piiia 
I^ere.poflent, & ex eis outE vellent iramutarc, cujus rei oaula annuUun ab eo 
ucepenmt, quo litetas oniignaient. » — - Et poftea. Tie imjicno dtipotiendo 
Qc^idclibsratitaeQkiwbuit cum .^rippa de Mmeoatcicuifi.i^dras ttongnuiiH 
onut omnia arcana confilia Ex ms Agrippa confulebat ^ulUus. Maece- 
nas majorem utilkatisrationem habuit-^T C^&t Msecenati aflenlus eft, 

Biit tha*' Macenas is faid to have been at JEtium^ as well -as in Skify with 
Au^usy yirgii makes no menrion of him in his Defcription of the \t6borj 
a-t^iut/ty wherehe fe highly ciCtols ^rippn. 

Parte aSa^ •tjentit &? Diis A^ippo ftcmdii^ 
Ardaus aptnti-ageni. 
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vourite form'd to himfelf anew SyAem of PoUticksi and 
thought of nothing then but fecuring liis Prince-s Per^ 
fon and Authority. Spies retained by him throughout 
all the different Faflions and Cabals, inftrufted hm in 
l!he Sentiments of thofc who hated the new Forin c^ Go- 
vernment .;' and it was the Information he received 
from them that induced him to perfuade ^uguftus to re- 
lax a little his Authority to fecure the more ellential 
Part of it. It was likewife by his Advice that; /?<»»« ftill 
continued to have Confuls, Pretors and Ediles, ancient 
OiBcers in the Republick *, tho' in Reality they were 
now merely nominal ones, and had no more but the Sha- 
dow of Authority. " 

Miecenas carried his Views and Schemes much far- 
ther. In Putfuance of his Defign to make his Prince 
pcrfonally efteemed and his Government loved. He at- 
tracted to him all Perfons who could contribute to raife his 
Prince's Glory, Poets, Orators and Hiilorians. He brought 
them about him, loaded them with Honours and Bene- 
&£tions, and introduced them to the Emperor. His ob- 
liging Manner procured him univerfal Love ; and Per- 
fons of the gieateft Confideration and Figure, frequent- 
ed with. Pleafure the polite and learned Conferences 
held at his Houfe. There the Prince's Merit was highly 
extolled, and his Praifes fpreading from hetice over the 
whole Empire, infenfibly iweetned the Tempers of all 

forts 

• VllUm lays, Reftituta vis legibus, jiidiciis audoritas, fenatui ma- 

jefias i imperium jnagiftratuum ad priftinum redadum modum : tantununodo 
o£to praetoribus alleAi duo *, priica ilia & antiqua Reip. forma revocata, h 
c. 89. But Tacitus more truly, Domi res tranquilly, eadem tuagi/tratuum. 

•vocaiula, igitur verfo civitatis ftatu nihil ufquam prifci & integri moris : 

omnis cxuta xqualitate Jufla principis afpcAare. Ann.l.i. , 

Macbivael Ta pr£ of his Difcourfes on Livy obfervcs, that the moft ef- 
fedual Way for a Tyrant to make real Changes, is to ptefervc the ancient 
Names of Offices and Things ; for the Populace feldom fees beyond them. 

Eft enim omnis dominationis aavs arcanum primarium, ftmulatio antiquje. 
Boeder. 
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fcrts of Perfom and converted their Envy and Hatred 
into Admiration J. 

Such a happy Change was chiefly Mxcenas'i Work : 
So that \ij1grippa made his Matter triumph over a thou- 
find publick Dangers and all his open Enemies ; Meece- 
nas on the other Hand difarmed his fecret ones ; recon- 
ciled free Men to Servitude, and rendered Monarchy, fo 
fateful to^ Republicans, toleraUe even to them. 

\ See Siutm. D. OEt. c. 57. But fee likewife Tacitus. Am. I. i. in the Be- 
ginning. 

Cantos dakeditie ottiifillmt.—— ^uoMto qais ftrvitia fromplior, opihu 
& bmoribtts extelkrmtur : acngvis tx reituauffi, tula id frifemia, juam vr* 
tera & ^culefa malknty. &c. 
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■ A CHARACTER rf 

Auguftus, Macenas and Horace ; 

With fome Refle&iona on the 

Works of HORACE, 

By the Earl of Shaftsbury. 



I WAS the Fate oi Rome to hare fcarce an in- 
termediate Age, or fingle Period of Time, be- 
tween the Rife of Arts and Fall of Liberty. 
No lixHier had that Nation begun to lofe the Roughnefi 
and Barbarity of their Manners, and learn of Greece to 
form their Heroes, their Orators and Poets on a right Mo- 
del, than by their unjuft Attempt upon the Liberty of 
the World they jufUy loft their own. With their Liber- 
ty they loft not on^ their Force of Eloquence, but even 
their Stile and Language 1% felf. The Poets who after- 
?l>tifds arofe among them were mere unnatural and forc'd 
Plants. Their two moft accomplifli'd, who came laft, 
and clos'd the Scene, were plainly fuch as had feen the 
Days of Liberty, and ielt the fad Effefls of its Depar- 
ture 
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ture. Nor had thefebeen ever brought into Play, other- 
wife than thro' the Friendfliip of the ftm'd Macenet, 
'nrho tum'd a Prince naturally cruel and barbarous, to 
the Love and Courtfltip of the Mufes. Xhefe Tutorefles 
form'd in their Royal Pupil a new Nature. They taught 
liim how to charm Mankind. They were more to him 
than his Anns or military Virtue ; and more than For- 
tune herlelf, aififted him in his Greatnefi, and made his 
ufurpcd Dominion fo enchanting to the World, that it 
could fee without Regret, its Chains of Bondage firmly 
rivetted. The convptii^ Sweets of fuch a poifonous 
Goveminent were not indeed long liv'd. The Ktter foon 
fiiccacded : And, in the Ifiiie, the World was forc'd to 
boar f^ith Pati^ce thofe natiiraT and genuine Tyrants, 
who fucceeded to thJa fpedoui Machine of arbitrary 
and univerial Power.* 

Whoever has a thotow Tafle of the Wit and Manner 
of Horace, if he only compares his Epiflle to Auguftus, 
with the fecret Character of that Prince^ from Suetonius 

and 
* This dwn&et of Jf^ufitu is ip th^ nuiif .VW7 ^nforowl^Id to that 
^Wenbj-the Ail'i de yertgl ; and the Rdfleftiona on the fall of the Arts 
with Liberty are nearly the fame with thofe of Tacitus in the beginning of 
his firft Book of HiAory. Prions svi annos multi auAores retuleiunt; 
DuRi res populi Itemani memorabantur,^dr-i ekquenlia ac libertatn Poftquam 
bellatum apod AAium, at<}ue oninem poteftatem ad unum cqpfeni pacis in- 
terfiiit J mtsna iUa interna cejjcrt. Compare with tlife what he fays in the Be- 
ginning ofthe firftBookof Annals. Sed veteiis reipubllcje adverfa vel 

profpera, Claris fcriptoribus memorata funt : tempgribufque Augufti dicendis 

non deluere decora irgenia, donee glifcente aduladone detererentur. He 

draws a lively Pilule of the happy Times in vhjch alone great Geiius's 
can appear or fiourilh, in thcfc Words, fpeaking of Trajan and the four 
other good Emperors under whom polite Learning, ufi:fii1 Science and in- 
genious Arts revived; Rara teinperum ftelicitattj uhi /entire quie velit fc? 
qUit Jeittias dicere licet. However faftiionable it now is to fpeak of tl'.e Age of 
jUixander the Great, and the Ai^e^an Age, that was not the ancient Style. 
Philofophy and the Arts arc (aid by the Andcnts to have been at their 
Hdght in Qretce^ circa Secratis tempera i and in R»me, circa tempora Ci- 
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and other Authors, will eafily find what Judgment that 
Poet piade of the Roman Taifte, even in the Perlbn of 
his Sovereign and admir'd Roman Prince, whole natural 
Love of amphitheatrical Spedacles and . other Entertain- 
ments (little accommodated to the Intereft of the Mufcs) 
is there fufficiently infinuated.* The Prince indeed was 
(as it is faid above) obliged in the higheft Degree to his 
poetical and witty Friends, for guiding his Tafte, and 
forming his Manners, as they really did, with good Ef- 
fea, and great Advantage to his Intereft. Witnels what 
even that flattering Court Hiftorian, Dion, relates of the 
frank Treatment which that Prince received from his 
Friend Mtaxnas ; who was fbrc'd to draw him from his 
bloody Tribunal and .niurderous Delight, with the Re- 
proach of. Surge vero tandem, camifext But Horace ao- 
cording to his Character and Circumftances, was oblig'd 
to take a finer and inore conceal'd Manner,, both witk 
the Prince and Favrajrite. -|r 

Omne vafer vitium, ridenti Flaccus amico 
"Tangit, & admiffus circum fraecorJia ludit. 

Perfeus Sat. I. 



~med!a inter carmina pofcunt 



With- 



Aut urfum^ out pugiles : bit nam plehecula gaudtt. 
Verum equitis quoqur. Jam migravit ah aure voluftas- 
OmniSj ad hcertos ocules^ ^ gaudta vatta. 

Lib. 2, Ep. I. 
t We may add what Tacttui- or ^mtilian remarks on the Subjed of 
the Roman Taftc Jam vero propria & ptculiaria hujus urbis. vitta pane in 
utero malris (oncipi mibi vidmtur-, bis hifirionalis faver^ i^ gladiaterum equo- 
rumqut jiudia : quibus occupatus tS ohfejfuj animui quantukm led hwis artshm 
relinquit ■ 

Dialog, de oratoribus,, r. 29, 
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AVithoul: i Capacity .&r A£tioa and a Knowledge of 
the World and Mankind, there can be no Author natu- 
rally qualify'd to write with. Dignity, or execute any 
ijoble or great Defign.. But thete arc: many, who with 
the higheft Capacity for Btafinefci'' art by.'Uieii Fortune 
deny'd the Priviledge of that higher- Sphere; As there 
are others, who having once moved in it,' have been af- 
terwards, by many Impediments and.Obftru£tiomiiiecef- 
fitated to retire . and exert.' their G^us in this lower 
Degree. 'Tis. to fome Cataftit^e of this .Kind . that we 
owe thjc nobleft Hiftorians (even the two Princes and Fa- 
thers of Hiftory^ as well as the greateft philolbphical 
Writers, the Founder of the Academy and others who 
were alfo noble. in refpeS. of. their. Birth, and fitted for 
the higheft Stations in the.PuUick. ; btit di£bDui:^ed>from 
engaging in it,' on account of ibmc .Misfortiitjes experi- 
enced either in their ownPeribns, or that of their near 
Friends. ., i . , 

'Tis to the early ikniihment and. long Retirement .of a 
heroick Yguth out ai liis-Nialive Country, that we owe an 
original Syftem of Works, the politeftj wifeft, ufefulleft, 
and fto thofe who can nnderftarid.the Divinenefi of a juft 
Simplicityyl the moft amiable,* and even the moft elevat- 
ing and exalting of all un-infpir'd and merely human Au- 
thors. To this Fortune we owje fome of the greateft of 
the ancient Poets. 'Twas this Chance that produced the 
Mufc of an exalted GV«c«fl» Lyrick ; and of his Follower 
Horace ; whofe CharaSer, tho' ealy to. be gather'd fiom 

Hjftory 

• "Tlf S/'rer i^ x'P''*"*'^"' sttefS/]*, as Atbenaus calls him, /. xi. ' ■ 

-|- £/ /( fsftaatem plenius auree, '. 
Alcite^ pkiiro dura navis, 
Durafuga mala, dura Mli. 

Hot. 1.2. Od. 13. " 
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Hiftoiy aod his own Works, is Itttle obfcrved by- any of 
his Commentators. 

The general Idea conceived of him being drawn chieflv- 
from his precarioBs and low Circumftances at Comt, after 
the Fof feiture of his Eflate,under the Uftirpation and Coft- 
queft of an OSdvha, and the ISiuBry of a Mate/ias '•■ 
not from Us better -Cdtidition, and wiAa Etaploywienb: 
in eatUer DSft, ufldel the Fayour and Priendfliip of grea- 
ter and bietter Men, XvUlft the Roman State and Ubertv 
fubfifted. For of this Change he fain^f, as great a 
Courtier as he feeoi'id afterwtals, gives fufficient Inti- 
matioa. 

Dttfttfed amtoere kco mt ttmpartt grata, 
Civil^pa nakui ieUi tulit orfius m arma,. 
Cefais Augufti ?an rejfonfitra iactrtii. 
Unde fimul primum me dimifen Phili|^i, 
Daifis iamkmfeamiy nufitftqut paterni 
Et laris & fundi, paufertas impulit audax. ■ 
J/t verftts faetriia. 

■ ■- Hor. 1. ai Ep. 2. V. 47„ 
— — ^ atoUm, 
Sttttd'miUpartrtt ttgia Stmma tribunB, 

Lib.i.1^. ^0. ♦53., 

Jitlemus'cMsKmfirtiffmus 'at}'eiligerfetta,l.g.&l,},^ 
dtero calls hitn Ttif. I. 4. -Fditfs Vie Akftus in patria iiiacogn}tns,fcc AI- 
cam in putt opens aufcopleftlo merkodomftir, qim tynomos infioaato : 
multum etiam tnonbus conftrt : in eloquendo quoque Inevis & n]agnificu8-& 
iBigHis, Hometo Smiiis :■ led. Stin Itlfus ife ainora defccnditTliiaioribus 
cuntn aptior. Sum. I. 10. <■. i, Diinfifis HaK. &ys mnch thefime 
of him. 

— tfff , die LatinutHf 



Barhitty carmen, 
Ltstia primum modulate civi : 
Sfifenx iellt, Sk. Hor. I. Od. 52. v. 3. 



cb, Google 



(15 ) 

Vix. 1 2. Under Brutus, whence again dat natural 
fioaft, 

- Meprimis uriis belli placuiffe domijat. 

Lib. I. Ep. ao. v. 23. 

And ag»in. 

Cum aagnit vixiffi imrita fattUtur ufepie 
broidia: Ub. 2. Sat. i. v. 76. 

Where &svixijfe flievn plainly whom he principally 
meant by his Magnis, his early Patrons and great Men 
in the State. 

His Apology and Defence here (as well as in his fourth 
and ILoh Satyrs of his fiift Booky and his fecond £piftle 
of his feoond and eliewhere^ being fupported flill by the 
open and bold Ailcrtion of his good Education (equal to 
the higheft Senators, and under the bell Maflm) his 
Employments at Home and Abroad^ and his early Com- 
merce and Familiarly with former great Men, before 
thefe his new Friendmips, and this latter Court Acquain- 
tance, which was now envy'd him by his Adver&ries. 

Nunc, quia iixcaas Jili fm coHviCtor, at Mm 
^od mbi farertt l^t BtmanaTribum. 

Lib. I. Sat. 6. v. 47. 

The Ileproach now was with refped to a Mxcmas at 
Auguftus. *Twas the feme formerly with kX^& to a 
Brutus, and thole who were then the principal and lead- 
ing Men. . The Complaint or Murmur againfl him on 
account of his being an Upflart ot Favturite under a 
E Maecenas 



cb, Google- 



( i« ) 

Maemat aad jii^fiia, oouU not be anfwered, B)r a 
vixijfa relating to the fame Pcrfons ; any more than hu 
placuiffe join'd with his helli domique, could rehte to 
thofe under w^eift he never went to War, nor' would 
ever confent to bear any Honours. For fo he him&lf di~ 
ftinguiihes to Mceemas. 

— — S]ia mm, ut forfit homrem, 
Jure tuihi imwhet futvis iia te^mfummicum. 

ibid. V. 4^ 

He was formerly an A8or and in the Minifliy of At 
&irs : Now only a Friebd to a AfiniAer : Himfelf ilill a 
private ^nd retir'd Man. That be lefui'd Augujhis'i 0{- 
ftr of the Secretary-fliip is well known. Bot in thefc 
CircwnftenteSj the Politetiefi as iKelllas Asti&asol Ho- 
reti is idmiiable, in making Fbhiri^ or Bofterity bo be 
the i^iteiking Party in both thofe Places, where he fug- 
gefla his latilnacT and Favour with tike Great, that diere 
might, in femeMeafuie^ be mm left (dio' ai'Strid* 
oefi diere was Iciuoe any) for an QSavius, anda Mtecatas- 
to beindudied. 

The lamecXceUent Author calls Horace the beft Ge- 
nius imd moft . Gcaatleaian-like (^ Ruium Poets.. And' 
peaking of epiftolary Writings he hath this Remark. 
It will be own'd 'fiirely ,by t&oib who Imt Itarned to. 
judge of Elegancy and Wi^ ■■Wxthe.'H^'aneteljr of mo- 
dern Languages, thii we couldt have little Relim of the? 
the beft Letters of a Balptc or Voiture^ were we wholly 
^norant of the CliaiiiScts of the prindipd Pafen^ to, 
whom thole Lotters were'^adn^ly Written. Bot'^nuch 
kfi could wc 'find Fkaliiic' in^tbis Heading, ihould w* 
ub'k into our Heads; that twth dieperibbage and Cor- 

lej^xsndbiicy 
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refpondency it felf were merely fi^tious. Let the beft 
of TbZ/v's Epiftles be read in fuch a narrow View as this, 
and they will certainly prove very infipi3. If a real Bru- 
tus, a real Atckus be not luppoled, there will be no' real 
Cicero. The degant Writer will difappear, as well the 
vaft Labour and Art with which this eloquent Roman 
wrote thofe Letters to his illuftrious Friends. There was 
no Kind of Compofition in which this - great Author 
prided or pleafed himfelf more than this ; where he en- 
deavoured to throw off the Mein of the Philolbpher. and 
Orator, whilfl in Effed he employed both his Rhetorick 
and Philofophy with the greateft Force. 

They who can read an Epiftle or Satyr of Horace, in 
fomewhat better than a mere fcholaftick> Relifh, will 
comprehend that the Concealment of Order and. Method 
in this Manner of Writing n^akes- the chief Beauty of 
the Work. ' They will own, that unlefi a Reader be li 
fcme Meafure apprlz'd qf the Chaj-aSers of an Aurufius, 
a Mcecenas, a Florus, at a "trebatius, there violl be little 
Relilh in thofe Satyrs or Epiftles addreffed in particiilar 
to fhe Courtiers, Minifters and great Men of the Times. 
Even the fetyrick or roilctllaneous Manner of the polite 
Ancients, required as much Order as the moft regular 
Pieces. But the Art was to deftroy every fuch Token or 
Appearance, give an extemporary Air to what was writ, 
and make theEffcftof Art befelt, without dilcovering 
the Artifice. 

This excellent Author makes fome admirable Obler- 

vations on feveral Paflages of Horace, which fhew at 

once what Criticifm ought to do, and how well skilled 

one muft be in the ancient Philolbphy to underftand 

D 2 the 
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the true Spirit and all tbe Beauties of many of Horace's 
Epiftles and Satjtrs. 

" Horace, fays he, in one of his latefi Epiftles of the 
«' deeply philofophical Kind, where he fays. 

Infant faf tens nomen ferat, teqitus iniqui ; 
Xflira, qttamfatis eji, virtutem Ji petat ipfam. 
Lib. I. Ep. 6,. 

And in the Beginning of the fame Epiftic, 

Nil admirari, froft res eft una, Ntimki, 
Sola^i qutefoffit facere Vfervare ieatum,, 

alludes to that liibdued or moderated Adiniration or Zeal' 
in thehigheft Sul^ed's of Virtne and Dirini^, {b earneft^ 
hr recommended by the Philolbpher» : called by Arriats 
tregular and compos' dAfpeute^ the contraiy Difpofition 
tdifproportionate and itnpetuota, I. 3. c. 22. and'/, 2..f. 
26.] Ste Epi3eti Ehciiriditn, c. 7. TheReafon why 
this over forward Ardor and Puriuit of high SuBje^ 
runs naturally into £nthu&fm and Dilorder is (hewn in 
what fucceeds the firft of thefe Paflages here cited, And 
hence the repeated Injunflion [Bridle with all yotir 
MigEt every AffeSion and Appetite that ytu may affeS 
and defire in due Order, and vith entire Self-command. 
Lib. 3. c. 13.} 

To this Horace alludes. For tho' theft firft Lines (as 
many more of Horaces on the Subjea of Philolbphy) 
iave the Air of the Epicurean DifcipUne and Lucreiian 
Style ; yet by the Whole taken together, it appears evi- 
dently on what Syftem of ancient Philophy this Epiftlc 
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Was feim'dj Nor' was this Prohibition of the wondering 
ot admiring IbhyX. m early Students,^ peculiar to one 
Kind of Philolbphy alone. It was common to many; 
hbweiier the Realbn and Account of it might diifer, 
in one Seifl: from the other; The Pythagoreans fufficiently 
chcick'd their 'fy^i by filencing them fo long on their 
firft Courtfeip to Hiflofophy. And tho' Admiration in 
tie perpatetick Senfe may be julUy called the indining 
Piinciple or firfV Motire to Phiiofophy ; yet this Millrels 
when anea e^xmled teaches us to admire after a difierent 
Manner from what we cfid before: 

We' can admire nothing profeundfy without a certain 
religious Veneration. And becaufe m» borders ib much 
■,jon Fear, and raile? a certain Treinor tit Horror of likie 
Appearance ; 'tis eafy to give (iat Turn to the Affeflt- 
on, and reprefent all Enthufiafm and religious Extaly, as 
the Prodiia or mere 'ESeBt of Art 

Primus in orie Deos fecit timor. 

But the original Pailion is of another Kind, . and in 
effefl is fo confeffed by thofe who are the greateft Op- 
pofers of Religion ; for they liave - ihewn them£tlves fuf^ 
ficiently convinced, Ti»/ althd tbi Ideas i^ Divinity, 
and Beauty taeri voik^ iheytieriytt in tt Manner' innate, 
trfucb as Men mere realty ivm te, and could bardljf iy any 
Means avoid. Now as aH Aifedions hare their Excefi, 
and require Judgment' ahd Di&tetioii to moderaite aii'd 
govern them ; Jbthisingfa dm) nobfe AileAion which 
raifes Man to AAion, and isihis Guide in Biiiinels as well 
as Plealure, requires a fteady Rein and ftrifi Hand over 
it All Moralms worthy of any Name have recognized 
":... ' "the 
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the Paflioni (hp'among tjiefe the Wiftft hayfe prefcrib'd 
Keftiaint, prefs'd I)loti<ratipn, andrCo all Tjrre't in Philo- 
ibj^y forbid d^ j^rwar4 We of Aibaifatipn, ULaptureor 
Extafy, «Keo. i« the S|u)^e<9s tfcify;^§«in«d .tie; higheft 
ahd fficrfb iMviae. • Tiny, knew- y^ «reiU that the firft 
Motion, Appetite and ,Ardb(jr of thte; Ydutfe in generd 
towards Philofbphy and Knowledge 'depended- chiefly on 
this Tufnof.Tsrtiper; Yft srere they well appriz'd with- 
[al,; (hat in .the'Progrefiofth^Sjudyi .as well as in the 
Affairs of Life, the florid Ide*j,aijd e^^ed Fancy of this 
Kind became the Fuel of BEiany iocepdiafy Pa£k>iu ; ahd 
that IB religious Coftcerns paiticiilarly, the Habit of Admi- 
ration apd ctotw^tiw Deligbtc. would by oyer Indul- 
gpftce,9afilymoantinto,kigh.'ftf»o/»V^, or degenerate 
into too abjei9: i&i/|ir^<Vl«i»it. -So the Stdgyritt. Metaf. 
Lib. I. cap. «. ' ' ' 

Accordingly (as the learned Mailers in this Science ad, 
vife,) we are to begin, rather by the Averfe than by the 
prone and forward Di^fiti<>n. ,rWe are to work rather 
by the weaning than the engaging Pafflons ; fince if we 
give way chiefly to bitlinatiinhy loving, applauding and 
admiring what is Great and Good, we may pofSbly, it 
ieemt, i^ifome. high Obijefe-ef; that Kind, be- fo amus'd 
and extefied «s'tQ knfe our fclve« land iiufi;tmr. proper 
Mark for w»bt.9f afteady and fetfledjAim; But being 
}BQre fur^-and infallible -in what relates to our ill, we 
ihould ^egin, they Hell, us, by applying our Averfion on 
that Si(k, «nd irai&lg our ^ladigpatidn. againft tEo& 
Meanelles of C^inioia land'Seatimeiit'whicharetheCbu- 
fes of our Sub^eaioh aild Perpkxityi: . ". , 

The 

* Plutarch tells us in his Life of Cs/« aaiery it was the Complaiit q( tbtae 
*>{ the four old Remans^ when Learning" firft came to them from Gretcet that 
th«r Youth grew (tttiof/taftick vnth Plulofophy. 
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; Tlie Eaae Author Aai doBaawaUopon-AatVufbge in 
dw Alt ofPoetiy, 

', Scribmdt reBt., fiptre lefi'tt firiaclfiiun etfim, 

WhoeKt Bas been Mt Obfen<n of AiSion and Gnuze in 
Ituman ^odieti muft.oif Meceffitf hayci jdifeoveted tlie 
jpnUQiffBreneriii lhirK£^efi,''bebBn3i'|fadi Perfons as 
iHHie i>«en,l3Dglit % :Natdiic odl^ aiHl'.:&cli; aa' by R»- 
fleton> andthcAffiftinkfeafArthaBeleata'dto (ana 
tfaofe Mati<ms'ncfaich,<in.EK^rieiUB arefcuad Tcbe eafieft 
an^ 0)«l(l-i^tu^ ri0f idte -fiinrKr Kind am . cicker : dicfe 
good Ruftiuka'arfaor bdwEtbraniibted^TenM^finin die ibi:-> 
«cdi Sbckties.cif.i^;'l(>£(tIni{e.'plai9;Ail&aas^and Pto^ 
»le«{lgTrEr Raiik^v -^tlib^niil^' in Cities iand: Vhsxs tt. 
&£ian, have J}oen juocffita^ hcnteiier to fcdlow mean 
]Enmtojrment«riaiad:«ai<led itbehC^ipoirtunitiesiand Means 
»fcim.theiaiibttea^:afier!the bettor Models. .There are 
JoiM Peribnt indeed ':fiidi^||Dil)h:&rm.'db^> Hatuie faerfeU^ 
that%idiiiihe.gnaiidl)Sioip&tl^' «r JSnid^nefcof £duca>- 
iion, theyhsRi lHUIoinddiii^:tfj3 natural .(Siace and 
Comelinefi in their A£lion : And there are others of a 
better Education, who by a wrong Aim and injudicious 
Afieaafion af'.vQ](aseit4^t^all^:p^'Ie.'the.'fiMh(!ft re- 
moved from it. 'Tis undeniable however, that the Per- 
fefitOBofiGraoe^dnd iGopodine&I in'. Aflian and >Bdha- 
viouri:) qm.^.l&umixjniy anioh^'itfaDBeo|ile of aiibcnal 
Edlit^tibo;.; jiAiid«vpmibMo^::£e^gr2oeIul.(lf(thistilind; 
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thofe ar^Hill found the grece&Uoft; who'£arIy In their 
Youth have learn'd their Exercifes and formed their Mo- 
tions under the beft Matters. 

I^owfiioh as tlieleMxften.ajid their Xief&ns are to 
a fine Gentleman, .fijch are Pbilcfipbirt aiid Philofophy 
to an Author. The Cafe is the fame in the fa/bimaile, 
inA.ia'SaeUttrattWorU. In the fermer a tiieie 'tit 
remark'd. That bjr :tlie Help of good 'Company, and the 
Force of Ezan^e menly, a decent Carriage is acquitqd 
with fiich aptMotnxB and fuchaFreedoibof LiQib8,as'oii 
all ordinal^ Qccafioas maj enable the Party to demean 
himfelf like a Gentleinan. But when -upon ftirther Ocs- 
cafion Trial ia made in an extraordinary Way ; when Sx- 
-eicifesof thcgcBlBclcrKiddare to be peifbrmed in Pub^ 
lickj.ir will .eauly appear- who' of.«he Fretendssliave been 
form'd by Rudiments and had Mafiera in "prirate ; and 
who on the bther Side have; contented themfelvet with 
bare Iniitationi and learn'd their Ktrt ca&ally andiby robe. 
The Parallel i« eafjj-madd on the Side of Writers. They 
have at Icaft asmiiifi. Need . of Icaihiiig the feveral Mo- 
tions, Counterpoifes, and BaOanccs of the Mind and Paf- 
fions, as die other Students tfaofc: of the Body and 
Limbs. 

Scribmdi reSe, fnptri ^ a pritKifium ?t fom. . 

The Gallant, nd doubly may pen a Letter to his Mif- 
trefs, a Courtier i. cainpUment to the Minifler, ot the 
Minifter to the J^<»;«sr<M above him, without going fiidi 
vafl Depths into Learning or Philofophy. gut for theie 
privileg'd Gentleman, tho' they fetB»fluons and pre- 

fcribe 
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fcribe Rules in other Cafe, they are no Contrauleis in 
the Commonwealth of Letters. Nor are they preliimed 
to write to the Age, or for remote Pofterity. Their 
Works arenot of aNature tointitle them to hold the 
Rank of Authors, or befiil'd Writeti by Way of Excel- 
lence in the Kind. Should their Ambition lead them 
into foch a Field, they would be oblig'd.to come other- ' 
wife equip'd. They who enter the publick Lifts muft 
come duly train'd, and exercifed like well appointed Ca- 
vaUers, expert in Aims, and well inftruded in the Vk 
of their Weapon and Management of lieir Steed. For 
to be well accouter'd, and well mounted, is not liiiEcient. 
The Horfe alone can never make the Horleman ; nor 
Limbs the Wreftler or the Dancer. No more can a Genius 
alone make a Poet ; or good Farts, a Writer in any con- 
IlderaUe Kiiid. The Skill and Grace of Writing is foun- 
ded as our wife Poet tells us ia Kmrnledge and good Senfe : 
And not barely in that Knowledge which is to be learn'd 
from common Authors, or the general Converiation of 
the: World ; but from thofc particular Rules of Art, which 
Philofophy alone exhibits. 

The philolbphical Writings to which our Poet in his 
Art of Poeuy refers. 

Rem tiii Socraticie poterunt oftendere cbartte. 

Like the Mimes or perfonated Pieces of early Times, be- 
fcffe Pfailoibphy was in Vogue, and when as yet drama- 
tical. Imitatioit was. fcarce form'd ; or at leaft, in many 
Parts, not .brought to due Perfeflion. They were Pieces : 
which, beildes their Force of Stile and hidden Num- 
bers,' carry'd^ Ibtt of Adion and Imifatipn, the &mt a^ 
...' ;;.. e : F :;.:■. .•... ^. 
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the ^ci ami Dramatick Kinds. They were dtbcr reaf 
Diaitgutt or Recitals of fuch perfonated Oiicoui&t; where 
the Ferfont themTdves had thdr CharaAers pit&rv'd 
throughout; their Manners, Htunoursand diftinaXurmof 
Temper and Underflanding maintaia'd according to the 
moft ezaft poetical Truth. 'Twas not enough that thefe 
Tieces treated {uadameDtaU}r of Morals, and in Coide- 
quence pointed oat real Characters and Manners They 
exhibited them alive, and &t the CountenaiKes and 
Complexions of Men plainly in View. And by this 
Means they not only taught us to know others ; but what 
was principal and of bigheft Virtue in them, they tatight 
us to know our felvea. 

The philo&phical Hero of tbefe Poems, whole Name 
they carry'd both in their Body and Front, and whole: 
Genius and Manner th^ were made to repre&nt, was in 
himielf a pcrfeSChaiader ;- yet in Ibme leipeds & veil'd 
and in a Cloud,that to the unattentive Surreyor he &em'd! 
often to he very dillecent from whathe really was; and this 
chiefly by reafonof a certain ezquifite and refin'dRailletr 
which belong'd to his Manner, and by Virtue of whi^ 
he could treat the Ugheft SubjeSs and tho& of the: 
commoneft Capacity both together, and render them ex- 
planatory of each other. So that in this Genius of Wri- 
ting, there appear'd both the Htroick and the SimpUy 
the Tragick and the Comtek Vein. However it was fo or- 
dered, that notwithftanding the.Oddae& ar 'M^Sktaadt- 
nds of the' principal Charader, ,the under Parti at Je-^ 
emd CharaHers mew'd human Nanire mere diftinfi^ 
and to the Life. We might here theteibre, as in a 
Looking-glafi, di&ovtr our felves, and fee oui minuteft 
]^catuK> nicely ddmeatcd,. -aiid iaitaA tx^ our. own 
Apprebcnlion and Cognizaobe, No one who was 

ever 
.., , - ^IC 
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e\/€i fo little an loipe^r, could &il of becotniitg 
acquainted with his own Heart : And what was of An- 
gular Note in thefe magical Glaffa it would happen, 
that by conflant and- long Infpa£lion, the Parties ac- 
. cuftomed to the Praflice, would acquire a peculiar /per- 
culotivt 'Habit ; foas virtually to carry about with them 
a Ibrt of Pocket Mirrour,always ready, and in t'ie. In this 
there were two Faces, which would naturally prefent them- 
felves to our View: One of them like the commanding Ge- 
nius, the leader andChief above mention'd; the other like 
that rude, undifcipUn'd and head-ftrong Creature, whom 
we our felves in our natural Capacity moft exadly re- 
Jembled. Whatever we were employ 'd in, whatever we 
fet about ; if once we had acquir'd the Habit of this Mir- 
rouir ; we ihould by Virtue of the double RefleGion dif- 
tinguilh our felves into two difierent Parties. And in 
this Dramatick Method the Work of Self-inlpeflion 
would proceed with admirable Succels. 
' It is no Wonder that the primitive Poets were efteem- 
ed fuch Sages in their Times ; fince it appears they were 
fuch well-prai&'d Diologijls, and accuftom'd to this im- 
proving Method before ever Philofophy had adopted it.' 
Their Mimes or chara£teris'd JDifcourfts were as much 
relilhed, as their moft regular Poems; and were the 
Occafion perhaps that fo many of thefe latter were 
formed in fuch Perfeflion. For Poetry it folf was de- 
fined an Imitatiim chiefly of Men and Manners : And 
was that in an exalted and noble Degree, which in a 
low one we call Mimickry. 'Tis in this that the great 
Mimografherf, the Father and Prince of Poets excells fo 
highly ; his Charaflers being wrought to a Likenefi be- 
F 2 yond 

f Arijiot. de Poet. c. 24. 
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yond what any fucceedire Mafters were ever able to-de- 
fcribe. Nor are his Works, which are fo full of Aadon 
' any other than an artiiil Series or Chain of Dialogues, 
which turn upon one remarkable Cataftrophe or Event. 
He defcribes no Qualities or Virtues; cenfures no Man- 
ners ; makes no Encomiums, nor gives Cbaradfeis him- 
felves, but brings his Adors dill in View. 'Tis they 
who fliew themfelves. Tis they who fpeak in fuch a 
Manner as diftinguifhes them in all Things from all 
others, and makes them ever like themlelves. Their 
difierent Compofitions and Allays fo julUy made; 
and equally carry 'd on, thro' every Particle of the 
Aftion give more Inftruflion than all the Comments 
or Gloffes in the World. The Poet inftead of giving 
himfelf thofc' didating and maAerly Airs of Wifdom 
makes hardly any Figure at all, and is Icarce dilcove- 
rable in his Poem. This is being truly a Mailer. He 
paints lb as to need no Inicription over his Figures, t« 
tell us what thty are, or what he intends by them. A 
few Words let ifall, on any flight Occafion,. from any ot 
the Parties he introduces, are lijfEcient to denote their 
Manners and diftind Charader. From a Finger or a 
Toe, he can reprefent to our Thoughts die Frame and 
Fafliion of a whole Body. He wants no other Help of 
Art, to perfonate his Heroes, and make them living. 

There was no more left for Tragedy to do after him, 
than to ere£t a Stage, and draw his Diabgues and Cha- 
radere into Scenes ; turning in the lame Manner, upon 
one principal Aftion or Event, with that regard to Time 
and Place which was fuitable to a real Spedacle. Even 
Comedy it felf was adjudg'd to this great MaAer, it be- 
ing derived froiii thofe Parodyi or mock Humours, of 

which 
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' which he had given the Specimen in a concealed fort of 

Raillery, intermix'd with the Sublime. A dangerous 

Stroke of Art! And which reqiiired a mafterly Hand, 
like that of the philofophical Hero, whofc Chara^r was 
reprefented in the Dialogue Writings above mentioned. 

From hence pebbly we may form a Notion of that 
Refemblance, which on fo many Occafions was here- 
tofore remark'd between the Prince of Poets and the 
Divine Philofopher, who was faid to rival him, and 
who together with his Contemporaries of the fame 
School, writ wholly in that Manner of Dialogue above 
defcrib'd. From heiice too we may comprehend, per- 
haps, why the Study of Dialc^e was heretofore thought 
fo advantageous to Writers ; and why this Manner 
of Writing was judg'd fo difflcult, which at firft Sight, 
it muft be own'd appears the eafieft of any. 

Thus much for Antiquity and thofe Rules of Art, 
thofe philofophical Sea-cards by which the adventrous 
Genius's of the Times were wont to fteer their Cour- 
fcs, and govern their impetuous Mufe. Thefe were 
the Ciarta of our Roman Mafier Poet, and thefe the 
Pieces of Art, the Mirrourt, the Exemplars he bids u» 
place before our Eyes. 

Foi Exemplaria Grceea 

NoSuma vtrfate mami, verfate diumdi. 

And thus Poetry and the Writer's Art, as in many 
RefpeSs it refembles the Statuary's and the Pain- 
ter's i fo in this more particulany, that it has its 
ori^nal Draughts and Models for Study and Pradicej 

not 
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not for Oftentation, to be {hown abroad, or copied for 
publick View. Thefe are the ancient Bufls ; the Irunh 
of Statues) the Pieces of y^«a<(W)i ; the mafterly rough 
Drawings which are kept within ; as the fecretLeaming, 
the Myftery, and fiinikmental Knowledge ot the Art. 
There is this effential Diiference however, between 
the Artifts of each Kind ; that they who defign mere- 
ly after Bodies, and form the Graces of this Sort, can ne- 
ver with all their Accuracy or Corrednels of Defign be 
able to reform themfclves, or grow a jot more fhapely in 
their Ferfom. But for thofe Artifts who copy from 
another Life who ftudy the Graces and Petfeiiions of 
Minds, and are real Maftere of thofe Rules which confti- 
tute this latter Science, 'tis impoffible they fliould fail of 
being themfelves improved and amended in their ietter 
Part. 

I iriuft confefs there is hardly any where to be found 
a more infipid Race of Mortals, than thofe whom we 
Modems are contented to call Poets, for having attain'd 
thechinung Faculty of a Language, with an injudicious 
random Ufe of Wit and Fancy. But for the Man who truly 
and in a juft Senfe deferves the Name of Poet, and who 
as a real Mafter or Archited in the Kind, can defcribe 
both Men and Manners, and give to an Aftion its juft 
Body and Proportions \ he will be found, if I milkke 
not, a very different Creature. Such a Poet is indeed 
a fecond Maker; a juft Prometheus, under Jove. Like 
that fovereign Artift or univerfal plaftick Nature, he 
forms a Whole, coherent and proportion'd in it felf 
with due Subje<aion and Subordinacy of conftituentParts. 
He notes the Boundaries of the Faflions, and knows their 
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exaa Tones and Meafures; by which he juftly repre- 
fents them, marks the fublimt of the Sentiments and 
Aaion, and diftinguiflies tiic Beautiful bom the Defor- 
med, the Jmiable from the Odious. The mora) Artift, 
who' can thus imitate the Creator, and is thus knowing 
in the inward Form and Strufture of his Fellow-creature, 
will hardly, I prefume, be found unknowing in himfelf, 
or at a Lofi in thofe Nnmbers which make the Har- 
mony of a Mind. For Knavery i» mere Diffonance and 
Didroportion. And tho' riltains may hare ftrong Toms 
and natural Capadties of AAion ; 'tis impoffible that true 
Judgment and Ingenuity ftiould refide, where Harmony 
and Honefty have no Being. . 

So much the -Poet mud necei&nly borfow of the Phi- 
lofopher, as to be Mafter of the common Topick* of 
Morality, and to have a Scnfe of that moral Truth, on 
ndiich poetick Truth and Beauty muft naturally depend. 

^i didfcit fatrice quid deSiar, & quidamitis, 
^o/t amore parens, quo frahr amandus ethofpes. 
Sued [ft confcrifti, qaod judicis officium 

-^ . ■ ilk frofeSto. 

Reddere ferfame fcit comienientia cuiq; 

■ He muft, at leaft, be Ipecioufly honel^ and in all Ap- 
oearance, a Friend to Virtue throughout his Poem. The 
Good and Wife will abate him nothing in this Kind. 
And the People; tho'tomapt, are in the main beft latif- 
fied with this Condua. r, ■ r 

. ■ ■; ■ -'-I- Specwfa 
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— Spuiofa Ikis, murataque re£ie 
Fabula, nullius veneris, Jim pimdere U arte, 
Faldius oileBat fopulum, mfliufque moratur 
^uam verfus inopes rerum, nugaq; canorte. 

Horat. de Arte Poet. 

What the (ame admirable Writer &}rsupon the Succef- 
fion and Lineage of Poetry, is an excellent Key to the 
whole Art of Poetry of Horace. 

'Tis eafy. to imagine, fays be, that amidft thefe- 
Teral Styles and Manners of Difcourfe or Writing, 
the eafieft attained, and earlieft pradiled, was the 
Miraculous, the Pompous, or what we generally call 
the Sublime. Afloni<hment .is of all the Pafllons 
the ealieft rais'd in raw and unexperienced Mankind. 
Children in their earlieft Infancy are entertain d in this 
Manner: And the known Way of pleafing fuch as thefe, 
is to make them wonder, and leaid the Way for them 
in this Pafllon by a feign'd Surprile at the miraculous 
Objeas we fet before them. The bell Mufick of Bar- 
barians is hideous and aftonifhing Sounds. And the 
fine Sights of Indians are enormous Figures, various, 
odd and glaring Colours, and whatever of that Sort is 
amazingly beheld with a Kind of Horror and Confter- 
nation. In Poetry and ftudied Profe the afionifhing- 
Part, or what commonly palTes for the Subhme, b for- 
med by the Variety of Figures*, the multiplicity of 
Metaphors, and by quitting as much as pollible the 
natural and ealy Way of ExprellloB, for that which is 
moft unlike to Humanity or ordinary Ufe. 

This 
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This tlie Prince of Criticks'aflucei us tobavi beeti the 
Manner of the tarlieft Poets before the Age of Hmier ; or 
till fuch Time as this Fatlier Poet oime into Repute, 
who depos'd that: Ipuiious Race, and gare Rile to a le- 
gitimate and genuine K,ind. Hci retained only what was 
decient of the figurative or metaphotick Style, in'troduc'd 
the Natural and Simple, and turn'd his Thoughts towards 
thfe real Beauty of Compofition, the Unity of Defign, the 
Truth of Characters, and the juft Imitation of Nature in 
each Particular. 

TheManoer of this Father Poet was afterwards vari- 
oufly imitated and divided into feveral Shares ; efpepially 
when it came to be copied in Dramatick. Tragedy 
came firft, and took what was moft Iblcmn and fubUme. 
In this Part the POets liicceeded fooner than in Comedy 
or the facetious Kind ; at was natund' indeed to fup- 
pofe, fince this was in ReaUty the eaiiefl Manner of the 
two, and capable of being brought the fooncft to Per- 
fedtQii. For fo the feme Prince of Criticks + fuificiently 
inform us. And 'tis highly worth remarking, what thu 
mighty Genius and Judge of Art declares concerning 
Tragedy ; that whatever Idea might be form'd of the 
utmoft Perfedion of this Kind of Poem, it could in 
Prafiice rife no higher than it had been already carried in 
G his 

* Arifisltedft Poet. cap. Z2. This the lanie MafterOhkk expl«ins further 
in his Rhetoricks, /. 3. f . i . where he refers to thefe Pa{&ges of hb Foeticks. 
That among the early Reformeia of this bonibaftick Manner he places Ho- 
mtr as the chief, we may ealiiy fee in his Poeticks, as particuWiy chap. 
24. 

t y*j/'o"« A P«". i^P- 4- & 5- 
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lii»Tim«*. " Hiving arl«ngth, fays be, attain'd it's; 
'< Bnds, and being ai^xuentl^Caa&mmate'ia it iel£" 
But for Ca(ned}r it feenu it was ftill in Hand. It had 
been already in icHtie Manner reduced^ but at he plainly- 
intimatcs, it k^ jret wifinidi'd ; notwithftanding the; 
witty Labours oran .Mfllipbtmei and the other comick 
Potts of the firft Manner who had ikuri&'d a whole- 
Age bef<»e this Critick. Asper£tdas were thofe Wits 
in S^Ie and L«iguage \ and as fertile in all the Varieties 
and Turns of Humour ; yet the Truth of Chara^srs, the- 
Btauty of Orde>, and. -the fimplc imitatiMV of Nature: 
Were in a Manner wholly unknown to them ; or thro*' 
petulan(y, or debantfa of Humour were, it fteois, ne- 
g^eded aiid &e afide. A MeHauder had not as yet ap- 
pear'd ', who *Me fatHi afWt to accom[Jil[h thk- Pro^J^eciy 
of 6ur gtand Mafter of Pat and co^uMunate Fhil»> 
fegift. . ■ 

Goffitdy had f at this Time done httle more than: 
iirbat the ^andeiH; P»od)i(s % bad before it Twas- 

of" 
*'C^. 4: &) traQs'Fcdphtf as wtA as Ctititfk wRSthisgitRC Mnt, For 
6y the Event it appeami thftt Tragedy being rais^ to its Hpght by So~ 
pidcles ind Euripiaeit^ni no Room left for further 'Excellence of Emulation, 
til4re wdK no ttiore trag!ck pDkt» bribes- rild« endurocl ifUt t}ie Autbot^- 
TiMe, WhSft Comedy- went on, ithpvpvii^ ftilLtot&e f^c^d'tUidth&d De- 



gre«j Tragedy finiih'd its Cburie uiider Euripides: Whom, tho* our great 
Author Griticiles with the utmoft Severity in his Foeticks,. yet he plainly- 
enough confefles to have carried the Srile of Tragedy to its niU ti^ght and 



y. Por as to the Reformation which that Poet made in the I3(e of 
the" fubltme and flgurthVe ^»eech in general 5 fie what our difceming An. 
ritor feys-in lA Rfcitorfcks r 'WheK: he ftrivc» to fliew the Impeitinence- 
aftd NiuTooufhefi of the 6orid Spealcets^ and &ch ss underftood not the 
Ufe of the fimple and natural Manner. 'The juft Ma/ters and right Mana- 
gerst (ays he, ef the poetick qt high Stile Jhmdii Itam bow ta c<me«al <the 
Matmer as much as ^ffible. Rhet. Lib. 3. cap. 2. 

\ Ar'^etU Poet. cap. 4. No Wonder if in this defcent Comedy came 
late. See the following Notes. 

t The Parodies were very ancient *, but they were In Reality no othec- 
thwi mere burlefquc or Farce. Cgmody which borrow'd fojucthing finm 

thofe 



■of admirable Vb to «3({ilade the &iSf fiuljUmc pf early 
J\iets, and fuehae u» its own A^wen' on cvot Ocoa- 
£oi> leady to ;:cl^r« wb^ tjuu: (ficious Humer. Tbsso^ 
TrfgedJaos tbtp^va ^ could Jiatdlf ()<q^ itf l.alhf<. 
Tlie pompom JOtatmwpie its twvBr Ruling Subjefts- 
Ereiy Thing whi(^ nugtt be unpofing fay a &}& Qa- 
vity or St^nmity was (bic'd to ecdure the Trial of this 
' Toucb-Aone.' Manaets and Ch^r»i%en as mell as Speech 
and Writings, were difcuffed wi£h the greatefi Freedom. 
JJothing cquld be better £ttpd than this Ccnlvs pf Wit, 
to -unmask the Face of Things, and remote tho|e larrs 
natur^r fonn'd from the titagick VUoner, and popiii|;^ 
SSjyle which Jiad prepede4-,: . 

Ssugt^ taeat ifs cmif4hf~*' 

. Hot. Arte Pocj. 

■■.■.■■ ^ G-a- • • -■ . ' It 

. liuA Hugaows, - as -rvsU as ftom dw JftaScni nas j&t ■ hmr- 
-erer nu&d toan^Fpm or Shace 4lf Act, till, ^ip^t ibp Tw of^i- 
JtopbaneSf who was of the fiift Model, and answer of the Kindt at the 
lame Time that Ttagcdy* had undepgone all its Changes, aiid ins ali^7 
come to its laft Perftaion, as thp ^(wl -finW* kv Aum Vi fni — 
other Authorities plainly evince. 

X The immediate preceeding Verfcs of tforafl, thv his having Ijioken 
of thefirft Ttage^-nnder SS^Kuair, ' .' ' . 

Tifi biouperlima faiUqut rtpt^t'ar^0^ 
.Sfchyivs^ & nuJieii it^iwit f^lfita ligois, 
■ Etiaaiitstfi. 
Before the Time of tbefpis, Traeedy was &id to be as Horace calls it here 
(in a condfe Way) ignotits genus. It Jay in a Kind of Chaos intermixV with 
«dicr Kinds, aadluillydillingut^Ubie by3ts Gravity iutdrPomp .fiom the 
.Humours which gsvcfiifeaftenwnls to Covyedy. 3Ht in« i^^hiftoi^cal 
-Senfe, 'ssvrefindPtj/tf fpeaking in his^jifitus^ Tragedy was of andenter 
■Bate, and even of the vety andcnteft with the Aibeniamj. 
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It was not by Chance that this Succd&on happeneil 
in Greece afttr the Manner defcribed : But rather Am 
Noceffity, and from the Reaibn and Nature of Things. 
For in healthy Bodies Nature difiates Remedies of her 
own, and provides for the Cure of what has happen'd 
amils in the Growth and Progrefi of a Conftitution. 

The Affairs of this fi'ee People being in thelncreafe; 
and their Ability and Judgment every Day improving, 
as Letters, arid ' Arts advanc'd ; they would of Courlq 
fi/id iii theinielves a Strength of Nature, which by the 
Help of good Ferments, and a wholefome Oppofition 
of Humours, would corredt in one Way whatever was ex- 
ceflive or peccant (as Phyfidans 6y) iii another. Thus 
the florid and bver-ianguine Humour of the high Style 
was allay 'd by fomething of a contrary Nature. The 
comick Genius was applied as a Kind of Cauftick to tho& 
: Exuberances and Fungufes of the IWoln Dialefl, and 
magnificent Manner of Speech. But after a while even 
this Remedy it lelf was found to turn into a, Dileaft r 
As Medicines, we know, grow corrofive, when the foul- 
er Matters on which they wrought are fufficiently purg'd, 
and die Obftrudions remov'd. 

ia vitium liiertos exa'dit Sf vim 

Dignam lege regi. Lex e_fl accepta, cborufqut 
Turfiter ebticuit, Juilalo jure noceiuii. 

Ho». ArtePoet^ 

'Tis a great Error to foppole,. as fon» have done 
that the rcftratning this licentious Manner of Wit by 

Ltauy 
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Lour, was a Violation oJT the Liberty o£ the Mrniian 
State, or an £ffe£t merely of the Power of Fracigners ; 
whom it little concem'd after what Manner thofe Ci- 
tizens treated one another in their Comedies ; or what 
fort of Wit or Humour they made Choice of (at their 
radinaiy Diverfions. If upon a Change of Government, 
as during the Uliirpation of the Thirty, or when that 
Nation, was humbled at any time, either hyz. Philip, 
an AUxatider or an jintipater, they had been forc'd 
againft their Wills, to enaS fuch Laws as thefe ; 'tis 
certain they would have foon repealed them, when thofe 
. Terrors were temov'd (as they foon were) and the Peo- 
ple reftored to theit former Liberties. For notwitb- 
ftanding what this Nation fuffer'd outwardly, by ftve- 
ral Shocks received from from foreign States ; Botwith- 
ftandingthe Dominion and Power they loft abroad, 
they preferv'd the fame Government at hranei'. And 
how paflionately interefted they were in wHat. oonoem'il 
their Diverfiont and pubUck Spedacles ; hew jealous- 
and fiiU of Sniulation in what related to their Poetry,, 
Wit, Muiick and other Arts, in which they excdl'd all 
other Nations^ is tvellkn<»vn to Perfons;who haveLaay 
Comprehenfion of aj^cient Manneits, or been, the leafl 
converfant in Hiftoiy.. ; ■ :;'.'.' 

Nothing therefor coUld have been the Caufe ^:th^lc 
publick Decrees,^ and of thit: gradual Refomi in theCcfa- 
monwealth of Wjtk ,be(j4e.thiejreal Reform of Taftt.^sA 
Humour in the Commonwealth or Governnjent ie felf. 
Inflead of any Abridgement, it was in Reality, an In- 
creafe of Liberty, an Enlargement of the Security of Pro- 
perty, and an Advancement of private Ea& and j^iinal: 

Safety, 
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Safetf, -to provide :^amft wint wU injurioua to tlie 
good NaiHe and Reputation of evoy Ci^een. At diit 
Idtell^ence in Life and Manners new gfeattr in dut 
: cxperienc'd Pcofde, £> the ReU&of Wit atld Humour 
would jiaturallf ia Proportion be more refined. Thus 
Greece in general grew more and more polite ;. and at 
it advanc'd in thi» Refped) was more awsrfe to iht ob- 
Icenel bafiboning Manner, The yttbtnioHi ftill went be- 
fore the rell, and led thi Way in Elegance of every 
Kind. For even their &ft Comedy Was a Refinement 
tipon ibme irregular Attempts whicli had been made in 
diat D«ammatic)c Way. And the gtaod Cridck fliews 
tu *, That in his own Time the PialiM, at ictnritous 
and ob(cenfc Farce prevailed ftill, and had the Counte- 
nance ef the MagUtrate in fome Cities of Gretee, who 
iirere Ijehind the icft in this Rrfotm oiTafte and MttHnen, 
But what 19 yet a more tmdeniable Evidence of this na- 
tanal: and -gradual Rc£aement of Styles uid Manners 
among ' thi AncientS) particularly in what <toncem'd 
dicif Stage, is, that this very Cafe of Prohibition and Re- 
-iirainb faappen'd among the Rhmaui themfelveB ; where 
no EffedU of foMsgn Power «• of a hom« Tyiaiagr can 
Ik pretended. Their Fefeennin aeA ^telbm Way of 
Wit was in early Days prohibited, ^id Lami made 
-agatnft it, for tit PuNkk't Sdih i /Sand #t reg^d to the 
Wel&re of the Ctxbmunity : Sudi LitefttiOufnefi having 
'been found in Reality cetktrary'Cb^ejuft Liberty i^ 
dM ftople. 

• Lib. (bBget ck^-iIm <Z><f>9»& tf Oaswiiti 
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.dduere cruenta 



Dentt bcejiti : fuit intaBis woque cura 
ecnditiiitit fuper commuHi. %m etiam lex 
Paitaque lata malo qua nollet carmine juemquofit. 

, Dtftriii ■ '^ 

. Hor. Ep. t.lw- ar 

In Defcacq of what I have here advanc'd, I could, 

fcefides the Authority of grave Hiftorians * and Chxono- 

logifts produce the Teftimony of one of the wifeft and 

i^ft feriousofaocjent Authorsj whofcfingk Audionty 

would be acknowledged to have equal Force with that 

of many concurring Writers. He Ihews us t, that this 

firft fom'd Comedy and Scheme of ludicrous Wit, was 

introd»c'd upon the Neck of the Sublime. ' Thefawjtor 

airy Mufe wa. wiviledgd an a fort of Counter^peda- 

socue againft the Pomp and Fownality of the owe 

Wemn Wriceis. And what is highly rwnarkable, our 

Author fliew»w that in Philofophy it felf there hagpened 

almoftatthe veir fame Time a like Succuffimoi Wrt tn<i 

Humour, when in Oppplition t» the fubfime Philofopher, 

and afterward* to hi. pave Difciple and Swcrffcr »•» 

the Academy, there a»fe a comkk Pblofophy, m 

«he Petfon of another Mafter and other Difc^iks j jsbo 

perfonally, as well as in their Writings, were fa in direa 

Oppofjtion to the former 1, not as diiFering m Opwwns 

or kSxims, but in thejr Style and Manner ; m the Turn 

efHumour and Method of Inftruiftion. ^ ^^, 

What this noble Writer adds «pon the lUfcipblanpe 
between the Lineage of Philofophy and that of Poetry, 

IS 

• Straha. lib. ». ., , 

+ Marcus Antoranus, Bib. '-2. 
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IS exceeding curious, and fliews a truly, mafterly Tafte 
of both, as well as the moft profound and accurate 
Acquaintance with ancient Hiftoiy, of Letters and Am 
in particular. 

If we add to what hath been juft now quoted but one 
Paflage more from the lame Author, we have from hira 
almoft a compleat Commentaiy on Horaces Art of 
Poetry ; and at the feme Time upcm what is moft ma- 
terial in .<^r/^w&'s Poeticks. 

Deinque fit quodiiis fimpkx duntaxat tf unum. 
Hor. Art. Poet." 

'Tis an infellible Proof (laith our Audior) of the' want 
of juft Integrity in every Writing, from the epopee or 
heroick Poem down to the &niliar Epiftle, or flighteft 
E&y, dther in Profe or Verfe, if each fereral Part or 
Portion fits not its proper Place lb exa&ly that the 
leaft Tranftofition would be impradicable. Whatever 
is Epifodick, tho' perhaps it be a Whole, and in it felf 
entire, yet being inlerted as a Part, in a Work of 
greater Length, it muft appear only in its due Place. 
And that Place alone can be called its due me, which 
alone befits it. If there be any Pai&ge in the Middle or 
End which might have ftood in the Beginning ; or any 
in the Beginning which might have ftood as well in 
the Middle or End, there is properly in fuch a Piece nei- 
ther Bcginimg, Middle nor End. It is a mere Rhapibdy 
not a Work. And the more it alUimes the Air or 

Appearance 
• Sec AifitiWi Poeticks, tttf.-;. A Whole is that whkh hath a Be- 
ginoiiig. Middle, a'ld End. &£r. 
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Appearance of a real TP'orh, the more ridiculous it 
bo:omes. 

The TJ niTOOTToy as the great Matter of Arts calls it in 
Kis Poeticks, {cap. 23.) but particularly {cap. 7.) where 
he fliews that the to mx» the Beautiful or the Sublime in 
thefe above mentioned Arts^ is from the Expreilion of 
Greatnefs with Order : that is to lay, exhibiting the 
Principal or Main of what is defign'd, in the very 
largeft Proportions in which it is capable of being view'd. 
For when it 'is gigantick, 'tis in a Manner out of Sight, . 
and can be no Way comprehended in that Ample and 
united View. Asj on the contrary, when a Piece is of the 
Miniature Kind ; when it runs into the Detail and nice 
Delineation of every little Particular ; 'ds, as it were, 
invifible, for the feme Reafon ; becaufc the fummary 
Beauty, the j^n/; it felf cannot be comprehended in 
that me united F'ieiv, which is broken and loft by the 
neceflary AttraOion of the Eye to every finall and fub- 
ordinate Part. In a poetick Syftcm, the fame Ilegard 
muft be had to the Memory, as in Painting to the Eye. 
The dramatick is confin'd within the convenient and 
proper Time of a Speftacle. The Epick is left more at 
large. Each Work however, muft aim at Vaftnefi and 
be as great and of as long Duration as pof&ble ; but ib 
as to be comprehended fas to the Main of it) by one cafy 
GlanceorRetrofpefl of Memory. And this the Philo- 
fopher calls, accordingly n'Eufui||ia'»T». 

Refficere exemplar vitce mtirumqut jubebo 
DoSium imitatorem, S^ Veras hinc ducere Voces. 
,Hor. de Arte Poet 

H The 
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The chief of ancient Cridcks, we know, extols Homer 
above all Things, for underftanding how to Lye in Per- 
feStim. (de Poet. cap. 24.) His Lyes according to that 
Mailer's Opinion and the Judgment of many of the gra- 
ved and moft venerable Writers, were, in themfclves, 
the jufteft moralTruths, and exhibitive of the befl Doc- 
trine and InAru^on in Life and Manners. It may be 
ask'd, perhaps, " How comes the Poet, then, to draw 
" no fingle Pattern of the Kind, tioperfeCl CbaraSeria 
'" either of his heroick Pieces." I anfwcr, tbatlhould he 
attempt to do it, he would as a o:t be prepofterous 
and &Ue. 'Tis not the polEble, but the probable and 
likely which mvift be the Poet's Guide in Manners. By 
this he wins Attention and moves the confcious Reader 
or SpeSator, who judges beft from within, by what he 
naturally feels and experiences in his own Heart. The 
Perfe£tion of Virtue is &om long Art and Management 
Self-controul, and, as it were, force on Nature. But the 
common Auditor or Speftator who feeks Heafure only, 
and loves to engage his Paffion, by view of other Paffion 
and Emotion, comprehends little of the Reftraints, Al- 
lays, and Corrections which form this new and artifi^ 
cial Creature. For fuch indeed is the tr\ily virtuous 
Man ; whofe Art, tho' ever (o natural in it felf, or juftly 
founded in Reaibn and Nature, is an Improvement far 
beyond the common Stamp or known Charader of Hu- 
man Kind. Ahd thus the compleatly virtuous and per- 
fja CharaSeris ««^«/«V<»/andya^. EffeSs mull not 
appear, where Caufes muft neceflarily remain un- 
known and incomprehenlible. A Hero without Paf&on 
is in Poetry, as aMurd as a Hero without Life or Adion. 

Now 
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NoW'ifPaffioabe^onr'd, palEonate Adion muft ealue. 
The lame liiroick Genius and feeming Magnanimity, 
which tranfev' "' when beheld, are naturally tranf- 
portit^ in the Lires and Manners of the Great, who are 
detcnb'd to us. And thus the able Deiigner, who feign 
infiehalTof Truth, and draws his Chara£teis after the 
moral Rule, fails not to difcover Nature's ftopenfitjr; 
and afligiis to thefe high Spirits their proper Exorbitancy 
and Inclination to exceed in that Tone or Species <n 
Pailion'which conftitutcs the eminent or Ihining Part of 
each poetical CharaSer. The Paflion of an Acbilkt is 
toward that Glory which is acquired by Arms and pei^ 
foiial Valour. In Favour of this ChaiaSer we forgire 
the' generous Youth his Excels of Ardor in the Field, and 
his Refentment when injtired and provoked in Council, 
and \sj his Allies, The Paflion of an Ulyjfes is towards 
-that Glory which is acquired by Prudence, Wifdom and 
AbiUty in Ai&irs. It is in Favour of this Character that 
we forgive him his &btle, crafty and dcceitfiil Air ; 
fince the intiigwng Spirit, the over-reaching Maimer, 
and over Refinement <» Art and Policy are as naturally 
incident to the experienced and thorow Politician as fud- 
den Relentment, indifcieet and ralh Behaviour to the 
open midefigning Chiiiader of a warlike Youth. The 
gigantick Force and military Toil of an jijag would not 
be lb eafily credible or enga^ng, but for the honeft 
Simplicity iS his Nature, and the Heavincfi of his Parts 
and Genius. For Strength of Body being lb often noted 
by us, as un-attended with equal Parts and Strength of 
Miiul ; when we fee this natural lEfled: exprefied, and 
oDr fecret and malicious Kind of Realbning confirm'd. 
Hi on 
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on this Hand ; we yield to any Hyperbole of our- Poet 
on the other. He has afterwards his full Scope and Lir 
terty of enlarging and exceeding in the peculiar Virtue 
andExcellence of hisHero. He may lye fplendidly, raife 
Wonder, and be as aftonifliing as he pleales. Eveiy 
tiling will be allow'd him in Return for this frank Al- 
lowance. Thus the Tongue of a Nefior may work Pro- 
digies, whilft the accompanying Allays of a Rhetorical 
fluency and aged Experience are kept in View. An 
^gamernnm may be admired as a noble and wife Chief, 
whilA a certain princely Haughtinels, a Stiffiiefi, and 
ftately Carriage natural to the Chara&er, are repiefented 
in his Perlbn, and noted in their Effefts. For thus the £x- 
ceffes of every Charafler are by the Poet redreffed, and the 
Misfortunes naturally attending fuchExcefles being juftly 
apply 'd ; our Paffions whilft in the firongeft Manner en- 
gaged and mov'd^ are in the wholcfomdt and moft ef- 
Kdnal Manner corrected and purg'd. Were a Man to 
form himfelf by one fmgle I^ttem or Original, how- 
ever perfca ; he would himlelf be a mere Copy. But 
whilft he draws irom various Models, he is original, na- 
tural and unaffefted. We libe in outward Carriage 
and Behaviour liow ridiculous any one becomes who 
imitates another be he ever lb graceiiil. THey are mean 
Spirits who love to copy merely. Nothing is agree- 
able or natural, but what is original. Our 'Mannets, 
like our Faces, tho' ever lb beantihil muft difier in their 
Beauty. An over Regularity ii next to Deforriiity ; and 
in a Poem whether Epick or Dramatick, . a compleat 
and perfeS Charafler is the greateft Monfter; and of all 
poetical Fiftions, not only die leaft engaging, but the 

leaft 
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lead moral and iioproving.— — Ttas mucfe by Way of 
Semack upon poetical Truth, and the juA Fidion or 
artful Lying of the able Poet, acconlingto the Judgment 
of the Mafler Critick. What Hiirace expre^ of the 
faac Lyng Virtue, is of an «a^ Senfe, and needs no 
Ezplanatian. 

jitque ita mtntitur, Jk i^lf/falfit remifcet 
Primo nt medium, medio me difcrepet imum. 

Hot. de Arte Poet 

. The lame may be oblerved not only in heroicb 
Draughts, butHn the inferior Chaiafters of Comedy, 

^amfimilii-uttrquttfifuil 

Ter. Photm. K& 3, Scii. 

To this we may add another Remark of our noble Au- 
thor's. Speaking of the 9avery wbieh Vice introduces 
into the Mind, and the Liberty refultiog from the Go- 
vernment ofSdianweUeftabliihed, he obferves, *' The 
" Poets, even of the wanton fort, give ample Teltimony of 
« thisaaveryandWretchedaefiof Vice." They may egctol 
VoluptuouJneia to the Skwe, and pt^ttJuaTl^it asfharp- 
ly as they are ablea^atdftarVirtwuvStatt^ BuJr.)f}u;ii tJi^ 
come afterwards to payitliie neec^&iyTtibute tatbdtr com- 
manding Pleafures; we hear their padietick Moans, and 
find the inward Dif«q«d cind Calamity of their lives: 
Their Ejcaropleis thebeftof Precepts; iuice they conceal 
nothing, are fincere, and fpcak their Faffion out aloud.' 
And' it is in this that the very worft of Poets may juft- 
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iy be preferred to the GeneraKty of modem PhUahphen, ' 
or other formal Writers of a yet more Ipecious Name. The 
Mufes Pupils never fail toexprefi their Paflions, and write : 
juft as they feel. It is not indeed in their nature, to doi 
otherwiie ; whilil they indulge their Vein, and are under 
the Power of that natural Enthufiafin which leads 'em to 
what is higheft in their&rformance. They follow Na- 
ture ; they more chie(ip«s ihc moves in them, without 
thought of difguifing. heJ* ftee Motions, and genuine O- 
peradons, for the lake pf any Scheme or Hypothelis, 
which they have form'd at leifure, and in particular nar- 
n)w Views. On this account tho' they ouarrel perhaps 
with Virtue, for reftraining them in uieir forbidden 
Loves, they can at another time make her luiScient a- 
mends ; when with Indignation they complain that Me- 
rit is negleSed, and their worthlefi Rivals preferr'd be- 
fore them. 

Contrane lucrum nil vaUrecandHum . 
Pauftris ingenium f 

HoK. ;^)(k/. XI. ti. i& 

And thus even in common Elegiack, in Song, Ode, or 
Epigram, confecrated to Pleafiue it lelf, we may often' 
lead the doloroas Confeffion, in behalf of Virtue, and lee 
at the bottom, how the Cafe Aanda. 



Nam verte voces turn demum peltore ab imt^ 
Eliciuntur. 



The 
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The airy Poets, in thefe Fits, can acfreeljr as the Ta- 
gedian, condole with Virtue, and bemoan the Cafe of 
Mering Merit : 

Tie Opfrejfors Wrong, th'efrmd MatCs Contumely, 
Tie Infolence of Office, and the Spurns 
That patient Merit ofth' Unworthy takes. 

I /hall only fubjoin two mors Remailts from the fame ex- 
cellent Writer ; one upon the Teft of Wit and of Gra- 
vity, and the other upon the Sen/us communis in Horace 
and Juvenal. 

Gravity is of the very Effence pf Impofture. It does 
not only make us miftakc other things, but is apt per- 
petually to miftake it felf. For, in common Behaviour, 
hove hard is it for the grave Charafisr to keep long out 
ofthc formal one? We can never be too grave, ifwccan 
be ailiired we arc really what we fuppofe. And we can 
never too much honour or revere any thing for grave ; if 
we are aflur'd the thing is grave, as we apprehend it. 
The main Point is to know always true Gravity from 
tkefal/e : and this can only be, by carrying the Rule con- 
flantly with us, and freely applying it not only to the 
things about us, but to ourfelves. For if unhappily we 
lofe the Meafure in our felves, we Ihall foon lofe it ia 
every thing befides. Now what Rule or Mealure is there 
in the World, except in the conlidering of the real Temper 
of things, to find which are truly Icrious and which ri- 
diculous ? And how can this be done, unlels by apply- 
ing the Ridicule, to fee whether it will bear? But a we 
feaj- to apply this Rule in any thing, what Security can 
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we Iiave againA the Impofture of Formality in all things^ 
We have allonr'd. our-felves to be Formaltlis in one Point, 
and the &me Formality may rule us as it pleafes in all 
other. 

'Ti; not in every Difpofitioa that we are caparitated to 
judge of things. We mull befcffe-hand judgeof our own 
• Temper, and accordingly of other things which fall un- 
der our Judgment. But we muft never more pretend to 
judge of things, or of our own Temper in judging them, 
when we have given up our preliminary Right of judging, 
and under a Preiiimption of Oravity, have allow'd our 
ielves to be moft ridiculous, and to admire profoundly 
the moft ridiculous things in Nature, at leaft for ought 
we Imow. For having refolved never to try, we can ne-. 
ver be fore. 

Sidiculnm acri 
Fortiut ftf mdius magtuu pUrumquefecat res. 

HoK. lib. I. Sat lo. v. 14. 

Grimace and Tone ate mighty Helps to Impofture ; and 
many a formal Piece of Sophiftry holds proof under s fe- 
vereBtowwhich would notpafs underan eafy one. * 'Twas 

the 

• GerpasLtmlinml apttdjrifi. Rhetor. L,i.cdp.ii. tint fut rt**h ^m.- 
^^fui y*MTi,rh i* y*KitlAfW^- Which the Tranilator rendere, Siriari- 
Ju^ RjJUmJeriit dijattert. I cannot but remark, thatthofe who objed a^ainft 
this nobis Author, on account of what he fays of Ridicule, in Explicatioa of 
this ancient Maxim, which Horace probably had in his view, reptcfent him aM 
pleading only for the Apjdication of Ridicule to Gravity, wheieas he does 
not divide or take away one half of the Teft of Truth recommended by the 
ancient Sage; but prelerves it entire, and equally recommends the icvixe 
Trial of Wit by Gravity, thatis by.ReafoB ana JlidgihenC, that we may not 
be hnpofcd upon by fidfe Appearances of Wit and Pleaiactty- And let me 
add, that thofe who will not allow Ridicule to be univerfally a good Teft, 
have no Right to apply it in any QJe. It may be applied every where or no 
wStre. 
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die Swing of an ancient Sage, that Humour was the 
onljr Teft of Gravity-; and Gravity, of Humour. Fori 
Sabjefi, which would not bear Raillety, was iiifpicious ; 
and a Jeft, which would not bear a ferious Examination, 
was certainly felfe Wit. 

His Lorduiips Remark [upon the true Meaning of 
Senfui Communit, in Juvenal and tieraet, ii very cu- 
rious and juft. The Rtman Satiriil, fiys he, may be 
thought more dian ordinarily &tilical, when, (peaking 
Df tbi Ndbilify'and Court, he is lb & fiom allowing 
than ^to be the Standard of Bcditehefi and good Seiiie, 
that he makes them in a mmner the Revetife : 

Rarits emmftrme ^oSm Ciominunis m fOa 
' ifirfuiia^^-.' ■ 

Juv. Sat. Vm. V. 73. 

Some of the itHR iqgeiiiakis Cdmmentatpr^ however, 
interpret this very difierently from what is generaDy ap- 
prehended. They make this Common Senfe of the Poet, 
by a •Grw^'DeHvatiba, tb fighify Senfi. of pubJkk '^tol, 
andjjr^tli.^co^mfOa^Iatcr^ l-W? pf die Conunupity 
or Socie^^ natural Afic^ion, Humanity, Obligingncis, 
or th^t soit df Civility, which riles from a yA Senle of 
the Common Rigbti (i lAai^siiiA, and the Natural .E- 
quatiiy tliere is aiSohg thbfe'if the fimi Speciis. ; ' ' 

'" And 5?^eedV'ifV*'^*''W'^^'W Thing nicely, it nluft' 
i^Mfbi^eilfliat Jiird In'tlfe-pSet, to'haye deUi^ "Wit br 
At'illty ;toa:i>urt,'fudh as'that of '^ei^lr, e^'enViider a 
Itiifrius or 'sl Ifero: ' But for HuAaiiity, 6r Senfe of 

.■_ I ' ' ■ publick 



, Google 



( i* ) 

•pljblick <3pp4;;»5<i *fee corQraon'Jateffsft' of M»Qkii>4, 
'twas np focin dtep.Satiteto'qiKiftipaj; s^hather'tijis <«« 
propetly the Spirit 0/ ^ Qurt,,^; 'T-wm ifJiSSfiulffWitf^ 

or what publick Good between ,a|i abfclute Priiifie, and 
his Slave-Subjefls. And for real Society; there ceuld 
be none, betwcpo fuch as' had no ofJier Senfc than that 

of private Qood; , ;. • - <•. .' •.' .'.,: ;.>::': 

Oui Ppet ; theilefare leemt not :.fi>imfnoderate in h^ 
•Cenfur* ;.- if Wf copfidfir ilj is the Hiart, lathet than the 
Head, .he takes to. task : , When lefle^ng on a, ;Court- 
Educationi he thjaks it unapt to laife any Affeaion 
towards a Cmntry ; and looks upon young Princes and 
Lords, ar.the Xm"Z M^'Kf.9j^. the.WorU^ who being 
iudulg'd in all their Pafllons, and traiii'd. up in all Man- 
ner of Licoitioufnefs, hare that thorow Contempt, and 
Difregard of Mankind, which Mankind in a A^ner 
defervcv who'farbitrany. Power , is pepnitted, and a 
Tyrant adQr',4.; ;.■.■: ,, . ■■.■' ^ ' 

Haajatis ed_ Juotnon fUpg mbiifan/M fuptrbum 
, "Tradit, tf'infliuum, fUnuimiue Neroiii fr'tpinqko: 

,, Jbv. .Sat V. 71, 

A publick Spirit can cooie only from a Ibdal Feeling, 
or Seme of Partiierfhip with human Kind. Now there 
are none' to fapfipp) beiiig Partners in this. Scnfe, pt 
Sharers of this common A£[e<5lion, as they who.lcarcdy 
know an Equal,' nor confider themfelveias Jiibjed to any 
Law of Feliovrfliip or Community. And thus Morality 

and 
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aad gbod'<Sovemind»l'^ togethef. 'Theft i is no rral 
Lore of Virtuei- without die Knavrlt6gt of fuilid Gtid. 
And. where ab^ote R>weT is, there is no fiubUck. 

.T.bctH'o CalAt^^MH, IpaxiAMtr. Sabnafiut, and our 
E^g^lM Gataiery.fy underftand th? ^'n/xs Cammtmit ; . 
See the firft in Capitolinus, f^it. M. /htt. fub Jmem: ■ 
The fecond, in his Comment on Mar. Anton. Lib. i. 
SeB. 13. and 16. Gattiir on -^.iaiB^Plape,. and^^W- 
mafius in the fame,Life <^ Capitolinus, at the End of his 
Annotations. The- G>-e«i Word is tammvMvni, which 
&/m>^»f interprets Modtratami ufitatam, ordinari- 
am- et tmtimr miniem quae, irf commune quodammodo con- 
fuHt, nee omMib adcommiiiuihfuum:(efer 
ttiamhabtt arum eum quHrui-'iSrj(i(ur n 
qi»^i fe Jintienk;- At emtra thjlfiti & 
fe fiU" tanfum^fuijque^'comm^dis' hatos 1 
frdi'ficaeteros coniemnunt ft? negligunt t ct at junt' 
qui ^tikita Cfetoniuijeni' »»» hdbere.^rSH\dKipf- 

y««^ '\ •;"■■'"*'", "lv/','.. .." ' . ' 

-7t''iim'/>i»'Senfiiin&nntnunetn'tfcn°^;V Juverial, Sat. i, 

Rarus enim ferme Senfus Communis. 

Et $iM»«/iMrii«»8c zpiiceraifc.Gaknua vocat, tpiam Marcus de 
' fi lojuens^ K»<»jii»«i«i^iiiv } et ajiii, uii de eadem re loqui- 
tur, itKr/o^TS wu'EiiyyuiMjuniv, jua grotiam illi fecerit 
Marcus Jimul eundi ad Germanicum belban ac fequ^i •, 
/'- .. 

, I 2 In 
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Id the £yne MaQii;:^, .^«>r. Cij/Mm.* Herodiatia 
(fays he) calis. this the rifiirfm uti Umfft fF Suijidt 
vera Arttotdnui^ H'*''^fi' '**"? w«w. inttrprttcau, ruu n 

mMnfm" Tim, 1 am per&acied,' ii^the j^/^ Com^ 
muftis t^ Htrace. 

Cuftmum Satfti fkmcortt^ in^ima. 

S»t,L.I..:Sat.iu.i>. 66,t. 

Which hat beqi unobferved (»» ^ a« I c^ learnK Inr 
any.^hiiCoa^entatfv* s It tiding tpnaikabl^ withal^ 
that in tiii«' eirly' Satire 'wJfer«r'>. before Hflattw. 
I^ays, and when iiU Philolivhf u yet inclio'd to, the 
leGl rigid Allertpn or Virtue, he pills t}ii$,Expre(non, (as 
iqay b6 leoi ,1^ the' whole Satire taketi ^'together) into 
the Mouth of.* CrMfpfUy, or taa^^ ridic^oos, Afiqiick 
of that'%Tere Fhiloi^thy, to which tie Coinage of the 
"Word vaofomaiiin properjy belaffg'^^- Foii.&^the.P^ a- 
agaih ufes the Word Stnfus. 

——baud ittud quatrentet, num lint Senfii 

■ Hdii.. Set, ^l/&it»jRr^v. 5?7. 

tmi^iltas, at old Lotidiin interprets it' 

And 

t So in the fiuoe-Satire, v, 97. 
— — Senrua mirrffH refifiumt. 
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And Cicero, accordin^y. 

yufiHw partes Jimt, non vialareitminet: vtrecundiaet 
nan effe/ukre. 

Lib. I. de Off. 

It tpay be objefled poSibly, bj ibme particularly ver- 
tei.iti the Philofc^by above-mentioned, that the Ko/m m 
to which, the KOTmioiBiiOTinj f^ms to.have Relation, is of a 
diiierent Mieaning. But they ^il] confidcr withal, how 
fmall thi: Diflindipn was^ in ti^jit Philofpphy, between 
the iwAihtB and: the Vulgar «w*i!«i how generally Pai&on 
wa> by thofe Fhilt^oph^; brQtIght under the Head of 
Ofinhti- ^pA when, tbi^; cc^iiia, befides the very 
Formation of the Word Kopjiijgojrwi; ^jppn the Model of 
theotberfemaliz'dVirtucsthe^vywfioavHf, Zu^peffLvii, AduuMwib 
Vc. they 1 
The Reader I 

the Latin Title of S^/us 6ommunis has been given to 
this Tr^tife. 



r will no lon«;r,h^t^tp. on thii Interpretation — 
uler may p^aps, by thfs Not^ better lee why 



He nuiy qbleive withal, how tl^e. lame ?oet jfrnHiiai 
ules the Word Sen/us, in Sat xv. 

Haec ncfri pars optima Senfus. 

I could not choole but add to his Lordfhip's Charadn 
of Horace, thcle few critical Obfervations he has made 
oil difietent Pa£agcat in the Writings of jStrart, becaule 
they ferve at onice to nveui an Idea of the Skill in an- . 
dent Philofophy and Hiftoiy, and the good Senfe requi- ' 
fite to Reading Horace with Judgment and TaAe ; and 

ol 
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of true and ufefiil Criticirm ; or.of the wide Difierence 
there is between verbal Criticifin, and that which ia tru- 
ly philofophicali leading to profitable RefleSiom an Mm 
and Things fp much neglcSied in Uducatim. •' 

The Print prefix'd to thefe Refltflions on the Charaflers 
1$ Auguftus, AgriffayMatcenas and florace, TepiefeUtiile 
thole great Perlbnages, is taken from ji very curious ancient ^ 
Piaiure, now in Ricbard 'MeaS% (M.D) elegant Colledi'^ 
on of Antiquities *. Ont Figure' at leA hath been 
broken off, in <ligpi^ it ont of theRuine in the Pa- ■ 
latine Mount at Rome, where it had been long buried, 
and was but very latdly dilbovered : But it very probab- • 
ly reprefent» that celc^ated Bounty oi Auguflus, in re- 
ftoring the Crovra to /'irflB/M. 

yus imptriumque fkrotna 

Caefarii acctjnt gtniiui vtimr. — 

Hox. Ep. Lib. L £p. izi: 

The &me PbraatetX, of whoni Hormi Ipeaks, Od 
Lib. IL Od 2. 



Xedditum 



* See LtmHnui^i Comment. 



X TheJC is jm> fuch CoUeAion of uident Paintings on this Side the jf^ ; 
nay, no what, that of the King of N^s and Sitilj alons excispted, Itnce ' 
Ibme have been lately found in .d^gins among ancient Ruisa near ffa^es. ; 
The Dodor is Utewife in Pofleffion of ul the ancient Paintings which rei-- 
' . metly ' 
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Redditum Cyri folio Phraatem 
DiffiJens f>lebsy numero heatorum 
Eximit virtus. ' 



mfftly Mongedto the Ma^miVoBiuly at Remt i {bme of them ite pubfiflicd 
in my Trca&fe of ancient Puntine. 

The Do£tor hath likewife the ramous Book of Drawings, coloured by the 
elder Bartoliy after andenf Fasitings difanrcr'd in his lone, which are now 
almoft all loft, done for the Cardinal Mafimi. And the Figures in die Fa^ 
titan VirgUy copied for the £une Cardiiul, by the £une excellent Hand. 



THE 
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T_H E, 

GgL\hryof^£/dJ^£S: 

The Academy of Infcnptidm and 'Etlles- 
Lettris at Paris. 

By the- Abbe F R A G U I E R. 

May 13. 1718. 

yP ME, for a Notion or Tafte 

*'' of the polite The RomaTu did 

not know the Value •ihu, Scipio, Fla- 

miniut, Paulm Emiliut, and Mummius expoied to their 
View the nobleft Works of Art, with which Syracufe, 
yifia, Macedonia, Corintb, Aetata, and Boeotia were 
adorned |. The beautiful Statues and Sculptures in 
Brafi and Marble, which had been the Ornaments of 
Temples and publick Places in thofe conquered Countries, 
were beheld by the Romans with high Admiration. 

'A U 'y The 

% See Plin.L.^^.Sea. s^.wtui Cicero m Verrem, L. i.No. 23. Urbem to- 
tam, templa Deorunif omndque Italic partes illonim dwis ac monumenm 

exomatas Tidemus, fcff.— i 
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•Tihejplealtfig Objeas; which Graffm jUfxuiy and 
Magnincetice had prdduced, quickly inflamed. th^.^/Sfi- 
mam.iwllh an. ardent .'Love of th^ iame Luxury and 
Splendor. They loon began to vie with one anotier in 
emh*lU(hiog.'tJievr Countnr and Town. H^u^s with fuch 
exquitite.PEicpra^ioQS. They ftuck at nothing for that 
EiKd. The mcA innocent Method they took was to 
purch*ft P-t ^. low Kate Things truly above all. Price. 
Tie. <3ov<lrejl«;iiti( of Brorinces fijrniflicd jOccafippr.tq. 
make htfigt; Acgai^tjont of thi? jfort.. .'Tii,,tple1'^^aj 
wMe Remiin Nfenners; were yet uncorru|>tpd, it was, not 
permiitcjdto Gfwernpiir^ fo much as to buy from- the 
Pf^le under their Command^ But when CorrupUonie^ 
gan to fpieadi and ancient Virtue to decline, :t}\e;^fra|^ 
<ju«8d:' Nations woul4 lave beep, very J?ap|iy, J^f .the 
Regulations of the RepubUck ; .;9b9ut ^undoing :theni, 
had only been violated in that one InAance. Their Maftei^ 
w^Wth^fi have fet fome Bounds;to.thei^;Rapac^ouf9eis, Of 
hate kent fpine Mesfure in fatisfyicrg, it. ' Sonij earned 
<iS all they could feizf^'an^ T^T^: tHo^gb^ M V(i"K 
any Price. Others aiJeding more Moderation, borrow- 
ed under fome ipedoiis; Pretence from Cuies.and private 
Perfons, whatever tliey po^ffed that, was,;, precious to 
.them, .Or valuable i! but few or. -ponjc. ejjer rrflcp-ed 
what they had liu»,gQt into their jEfanjls; .'. . 
- >jrrrw, whp was.i^ccMfcd «nd| qqnviia^l C!( Extortipin 
.and RajHUe, (aid he had. neither borrbw'd f> nor tajcen 

■ ■ ■-■»■ ■■:^; A ■. ': -X:- '■ ■;: .u-' j-*!^y 

*Cicero.in'Vm<fn:^,JS. ji.Quae ftrit .ciTift, .c^r ittal.idSeqilff *»'>» 
I jimvinfiis ftb emptoribus removerunt? Hxc, judices, qtiod putabant Erep- 
timemcik, nm Emftioium, &c. . . 

•^ CUtroibidem^ ^^0 dotiwfua. Enji, jHquItj Opntmraorttlet 

M<icatorwi cum imperio flc ftcuribus.— *- — ^Sci.'--'"' -■ ' -- , 

■ - 'I ' '• ■ 
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any Thing 'bjr Force; but that he had paid very high 
Prices for every thing he was -poflefled e£ • And; what 
was he not M^et of? Taftes are generally divided. 

• HuHc tapit argent} fflendtr', ftupet AMus atrt. 
HoR./. i.Sat. IV^ 



ButAVrm had fnatch'd e»ery Thing he cOuM Itty 
Hands nprai, 'Gold, Silvef, . Diamodds, -Pearls, Statues, 
PiObres, fibetiioveables of eiftry Kisd| notbiftg eould 
be more magnificent than his Houfe*. Idis Courts and 
Gardensire'te fiUed with Statues and oth^ Curiofities. 
But it is ordbable t{f t b^ft were [Jac'tl in his nftXiwaed 
OsHeryf. ."''., 

It.'is with .ioine -Account of ft I am it.ptefent to enter-' 
tain the Acadeiny, - It &r iiirpitfled aiiy of 'diofe which, 
we read -Ddcriptions of every Day with ^kafuic. Let ub 
leave diciri tlA dillinguilh hi4*oulh'by a jfennng Aceu- 
fatim; Kt 'tis. leaVe him to Maintain agaiiili .^(ir#<^iiiv 
Uiat.J'jfrnSi Was a (tuUicIc kobber:-"And let us /ataBfe 
our fclvts With a Rtview fc wdl becohiing our Studies, 
as that of a Gailery richly (urnifli'd with Statues, Bas- 
Wli^ PSaures &nd other curib»is Aritiqiiities. 

Now, ^tii juft,, 'that We diould begin with JupiUf. 
And a Statue of this God wis one of iJic gitataft Oti*- 
tnettts in the fcrnptddus -Gallety of 'fehtt. -It *epre- 
fcnted Jttpittr-Ouriot the Difpenfcr ot fiwouraWe Winds. 
There were but three Statues of this ^«/»/er in the World. 
One in thi:';QBpit!ol, ynhsK'^uinttn'fkamma hada>a{e- 
■■'■'•'■■ ■ ctatal 

• Ctcerainycnmi. No. 16. ■ - ' . 

t KnacMheoi, Titimr. P61. See the?«i/»ar theKi!tei.-«tof Mr. 'j?«r- 
nwir, p. 206. 
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crate4 it with rfie other Spoike^M^cafmia: One in an 
anqspt Temple on tbe nanowcft Point of the.. 7Zira£/4» 
gypifrtay .Tl)e third w^ broi^ht to. Rtme ^om ^r«- 
c^e by f^tprif, land placed in his GaJlety't'., To Mf 
Jfip^r . whiynn die Gr«j5« called Ourios^ ti\e Jlofuiiii, 
wifhout any Regard tp that Surname, gavethe Title of 
Jlfqu^afor. "t'a likclythat Fiaminius had coolecrated thi; 
precifi\i!) Fmic qf hu Vi^ry under (hat' Niamey to give 
the- Ifonouc ofihis^Siu^fs in Macedmmto/tiicVfQlail^vx^ 
oifth«:G9^- • , . ,-....,, ... , 

■ Tie Diana of Segtfta X was no lefc remarkable. |f 
W# j9f &a4'a DqU«i majeftick Statue. The ,G<xldef; 
^va^ vei)'4 a^ the Manner of the Divin^es oji th* 
firit^iQirii^'. ;■„'. ■ ' . ':.:-'/, 'V :: \Zk .^ 

- ."t :■.■■..:■■ - ;; ., .■ .. ■-. ■ "1 \::' . ~, .■ i:^;; 

- . Ptdes _vtftis ^effuxif i^mfpt. •• , •, . 

- '' ■' '•'■., ^Sapi. k-. vi'%o^. ■■' 

Her Robe flow'd to her Feet j ' ani dio' Ats ■ Statue 
was tigger diarttifc,and'cloath'd with ^a mrflviinerabii 
Drapery; yet it hadqmtfe the Akf; all the graccM Ea{^ 
and Agility of a youthful Virgin. -Her Arrows, hung 
upon hiir Shoulder, and file held si Bbw in' her r^lft 
Handv'^d m her.teft a biirhing'Toich. ■ -The Ancieriti 
•■■■'■ ,. - : 1 ' K. 2 ■ •' ■.' . ■ ''-'loaded 

' '"^ Quirfex'^deTo^rcfigioflimum fiiaukcTum;Jo^ Impetattiris queni 
GnAa:*l(pt*nC)ii^ui^:{KJictetrinefiAuln. . EttaiBi. tm faaaatur k jirbc 
«!R»iumJwiiJ«iiauciii^rign,;&<^: Cicin.VtTr.i^yia. ^. _ , 

Tllf infcription of 'this Statue is in Dr;jWfiiii*s Cblleiftion of Antiquites. 
It i»pulili^ei'b]r Kd. CbtfimHt in his Infcriftiojus j^aticae. 

t Singulati opere artifiooque pet^cdiun. Enit admodum amplum et ex- 

cdfum fignum cum ftola. . Verumtameninetat inilla magnifudmeattasafque 
tiaUtm'V^ginalisi Wc. •/» «rr. 4. lfty.:33, 34. ' •'•:.'■ ' -' ' 
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loaded tHeir Gods with SyiriBbb, to exprefs their diffe- 
rent Attributtsi- But info' doing, jhey had not always 
fufficidnt regard to Truth and Confiftincy in the Whok. 
Petrarch hi fllewn more Refpeft to Probability. • Ifc 
never gives a Flambeau to Cupid: And of what Vie in- 
deed can a Bow and Arrows be, when the Hands are 
tjthctwife' etnploy'd. This Statue had belonged from the 
moft anient Timies to Segefta, a Town in Sicify founded 
by' ^^f<» ."'And it was not only one of the nobleft Or- 
naments of that City, but likewife the Obje<!V of its fo- 
jemneft Devotions. The Carthaginians had kidnapp'd 
Jt. But Sci'fio I fome Ages after,' when he conquraed 
Cartiare reftored it to the Segeftam, who immediate^ 
rephc'd it on its ancient Pedeftal, with a neW Infcrip^ 
tion in coital Chaiaders, expreffing the Piety and Ge- 
nerofity of Scifio. This Diana fc much the more 
deferves our Attentjpo, that no Rich Image is to be 
found on the Medals of Segefta. 

■ Two Sc^tueslpf GerM ^erethe; twq moft valtwble Ra- 
rities ^«r^;Covi.ld; find , in ranfafJdng vftcf^, where, hi; 
con^manded for three Years. ; One of them came from 
Cafim, tlae, other from Ennaj t^p Citia which fiam- 
ped ;tl»e flead pf Ceres on • their '^Coins. The for- 
mer had bjen worflripped for many .^gfp with great 
Adoj^on in a dark and Holy Place, into which no 
Man was allow'd to enter *. Virgins and Matrons were 
charged with performing there the myfterious Rites of 
this Goddels. Tliat of Eitna was held in yet gresttm 
Veneration. Itwasa middle-iiz'd Brafi Figure' of njpft 

. ejftraordiriary 

■ * Gcero, ibidem. 

+ Gcero ibidem. No. 45.— Adttus OHiq^Id fiicrarium noi) cf^ viria. 

&cra per mulieres ac Tiigines coniici folent, &ff . 
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exwaoeffinailjr Workmanfliip. The Goddfcfs hrfd a Torch 
in <^e Hand to repreient thofe' ike had i^bted at the 
;Flanie5. •£ • Mount -*/»<», wlien :flie \yent ifl .Qu<fl .Cjf 
:her Dai^g^Dwhom P&ito had ravifh'd Jq the Year 
t>f; iBww» bbiy when ■ the Murdtt of TiiirfU' GrMcimi 
had feiied a.great CbmbbAidn in the R^ublick, the 
Siijfilint Orxies v/eie found to order the appeafing 
bC:C«f4i $^ (Cererem placori opptrtere]., . And Deputies 
wfereicDt firdm.the College of Pri^fts tqM»X<it. to worfhip 
it die ficet of. this Statue, who, *tis.-^id, were ftruck 
at! the Sight of it with no Itfs'Awc and holy Rerereiice, 
thknif the Godde& her felf had app^ar'd to them. 

iSMercuiy indeed was not out of. his Place wbien. he 
was fet up in the Gallery of Verra, , it was jthe .(u^; 
■Jt/terekry.xa wJiich the TindorHinf* o^red ^ an^ver&ry 
Sacrffice by their rcHgioiis Law's s A Sutue of an ' im- 
(irienfeValue. Scipio the Conquered d Africa had ge- 
iiewufly~|xeftpred to this P«q^y this fv^reme Object of 
^riior iAJdtationi is. the Gwf>«^x. on. their Medals ^ew 
■MitciiryXa bavebieft. '...■■'< 

tlh was fent back to the People of Agrigentiifn 
'■ 6ine bounteous Manner J.' ' This Statue ilood 
in their .Tejnpje of Efculqpim. It wasA/jron's 
Mafler-piece, and to. eternize .hisi', M^jnory he h^ 
eiigraT'd hisName onone of its Thighs iti finall-Cha- 
TaSers; which was venturing to do what_was tlleti ab- 
folut^ly prohibited, as we may learn from what Cictro 
_^jio$ PUdias. " /"^Vtiw finding, fays he, that ^.he 
<()<. wsis not permitted to put his Name upop lii«,celebra]]ed 

• ^ Shield 



% Ocero ia VeiTem 4. No. 48, 49 . 
• ItHdem, No. 39. 
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" Sbield of Minerva, ^contrived to'iput his IBotutnic 
"in the Compofition *. Ndw, I leaTe' it- to- you, 
Ocntlemen,- to judge liow muqh Mytms\iiaate\haiig 
uptxi this Sktute contrary to Law and CafliopD,: muil 
fcavc enhanced the Value of it t»; the. Curious.- There 
was a Herctllet in thi& Gallery by the f»me fambus Aitift. 
Verrts had taken if from ■€. Heius-f at hbffiniK, .wha& 
Heu|b(M Cods w^re tite greateft B^iMiesin thalc fpieocfid 
tkhly adarnbd Cky,' :From luiiiee likeaifcl nvhejiis 
defniJ )yf Prai^lUs, ¥elW to that celebiaiedjont iriueh 
fe> many ttaTeBid' to ^Tieffi<s on purpofe to fee. This 
one whieh7^ifrr« brought tof 5«(B« 2^ iiten there hei- 
fcrej. .RS«ji ranks it J among the' befl Works «f the 
ienowhSd PraxiieUsf. • ; ■''■ ' . ; 

% fheie Deitids 'Were placed Canifhicni, nrh>ch Uire 
ib great a Part in the Pomp of certain anqient VsBcb- 
■vals *. At Athens young Giik richly anay'd, -who 
ntanfb'd'in ^e fcletnfl Pro<sefl>om, carrying Ba^Efhxfoa 
their Heads'iil^ with Ptef6nu devoted ta the .Gods iiotit 
called Canefbtrie. Such were thefe Fignrei i ' .'afid tHMr 

'.'..■ 'Beau- 

. * Quid cnimPbidias fui Junllom ^Kciem induftt ip dypoo Mhevfri^ qKH 
mlcnf)0«-non liwm. CiV«r<j. yif/:y«.|t i. N. 15. '-■ .-. ,.- 

\ omnibus in itb)is ernatjAimus. Ea domm-ante' jtdrentmti 

^fia^Jh truKta fmU ut urbi quB^l^kdmamhtti. ,■/.-. ;-■: \ 

■ .--V--r'in.4uar%itt qu3tuo>ir;p4lcftoKnmBWi. Avnmoaijffij^ /fitpma no^ 
n»bi]itate,— Ex pJtlcral»rae Hercules ^regiefaflus, &cj Jji.'Vitt. 4. N. 2. 

t C'^ff-o fJ^/<^.*^— Procter qaem ^Q^r.r riJuntur. 'Kam' alia-Ttfiaidi 
atfbjkuiSaeft.- .. i. ' 

,1)1 pj»i. ; js. . ., . , ■;■;.;■. 

• IHco ngiia.exknia Vehuftate, .vir&inaR'habitu atque Trnitil, fiW. ;«- 
•iift:'in 1leT*tm\.-Vn. 3. uMiere-i^iaaking bftlat Hoafe^lie &)a,:ea«)Mij 
i^i^lji^ Senium patehant qttolidie : Domus erat noH domino'mdgis emsmtntt 
quam eivitati. This is a Circumftance Cicero never forgets. He mentioiia 
it on many Occaficns, and as frequently reproaches the oppoiite Method. 
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9eixkf (aHf anfwered' to the Iiigii Reputatian oi'Ptfy- 
ie/«<io wbofe Workmanfliip they woe. 

Ifit usJ DOW caft our Eyes upon the Ariflms, the 
Pain, knd . dhe Ceaej. The -Arifleus •mn. haixf^ fiom 
^racufe ■);, where he was woHhipped in the £uiie Ten^de 
with Sacciat. He was a Demi-god, S<hi to j^lh by 
^he Nymph Gyrene. His Statue was in the Form of 
aiyonig^epberd, his En^lonhents having 1x01 wholb; 
-Ruflkk, fuch at .tending Flocks, taking care .oF Beet 
,ind dnfing Olives. He. taught IMenntbe Ufe of Milk, 
Hooey and Oil: And alter the Tjmible A'lxi^ had 
taken to ling his Birth and Education, his glorious In- 
ventions and Actions, 'tis^o wraider diat the bcft Artifts 
fhould hare exerted themfelres to make fine Statues of 
him. The Poets have often infpir'd the Paiilters and 
Sculftprs'with beautiRil Ideas and noble Emulation. 

The Peon or Peon came from the feme City, but 
fe>m a, Temple dedicated ti> J^adafiaf, , wfith: whom he 
,.uierf:;{haied Divine Honours .%. He ^ras Phyfician :«> 
the Gods, and the happieft of 41-7%^an;, t. Tlus 
auftere Figure made an fdntirable Contraft .to that 
ot^Arifleus, whom we> m»jr icnagijKi to, have :^>qe|i li^ 
an Antinouf ; or, if you fJeafe, Rap^Ss %. jfei« i«. 
As fo^ Tenesix came,from a.g^eatej; .Diftancei ,yitfTef 
' ".: - '" '. ,1.-) .■'; :" -:;-■ • ■:- had 

' t Ibitoii, 1^. $&. C>t<nKil»Vm\«KlAiri'fitiu. Bot, de Nuiin 

him. Tmdar liktwifc PytK. jOd.,9. Virgil freqwndn .See G. J. 4. v. 31,7. 
'I'l^-HriJhattftipttiSy fe?f. ' ''■ •"■..' ^ ^'^ ' 

I There is a great Refemblaoce between the Antique Jntitlfiu^*-«iiiB»' 
.fbuti St. 7i*i's. 
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Hadiaidiaadnqiiitik'liitales. f iElus-8ta«iiB'h»4 folv 
mcrly made a Journey- to /2««», and was lihemplBcod'jn 
the Cmiiiiiti. biic hliad been leftoted: to.tfaat:Cit)^for 
ithe:Foun<fcr'o£wtich Tosatpaffed,- anS tAenBilie vife 
wtirfliippcd .asrLtheifc Tintelar; God; ■! -'.Ta indedl a wjiry 
•Jucky thing to gtt a whole Peojde ori bne's Sidi, For 
this 7«««f ^s in reaKtjr a rile Stelerate, who baring roi- 
derM hindielf iii&maiB: ii^'his t>WB;.Couiitry^ l^! hu cd- 
minal Cranniercc With'his Sdsp^nibthar, fled! iiito.thia Iite- 
fett-Ilknd,; and got aIName to himiitfaiia to^JdielflaiHi, 
bjr buildiog aCStjsiii it, which became: very: opulent. ' 

■'■'-- ^ in cmJ^eBu'Temdiis, noiijpma fama, • ■ ■ 
■ Injkh iivts^ o^m.' ', . !, ., '. .,|-. '" .•^; 

■ '■ AEn. 1. 2. V. 21. 

: ' } .:■-:.'■■. ■ ... 

- Some Antiquaries fliftet tfiehifdVes' to have found ti^e 
Nead of this lines 'upon a Medal o( leneHoSy joiri'd t^ 
that of his Step-mother (JrSiftir. ' ■: ■ ■> ; : 

Biitif this Head on the Coins of Tenedos be doubtdil ; 
that of Sappho on thofe of Mitylene her Country is not. 
For fingular Merit as a Fbetefi had rendered :hef a -fort 
of Goddefi. And amoiigft 'the Divinities of cVery ' kiid 
•whieh adomed the Gallery of Ferret, none was more 
admired than a Brafi Statue of Sappho, by the celebrated 
Stattaarj Si/anioM. Nothing could be more perfefl. Fer- 
res had robb'd the Prytanetim at Syraciife of this wonder- 
fill Piece t- 

Pliny 

I Gcero in Verr. 4. No. 19. 

U SUtnkmis opus tarn perMhun, tarn elegans, tun elaboratum, &r. 

Nd. 57. 
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PBfiy tells as, that Silanion * had caft in Bra& a Statue 
of his Felbw-Artift ApptUodorits, who was a cholerick 
Man, and often t»oke his Works into pieces in a Fit of 
Ill-Humour and Paflion, which leprefented his violent ha- 
fly Temper to fuch PerfeQion, that it was a true and 
lively Pifture of Anger it felf, ras it- were in .Perfon. 
And if we may judge of his Saffb\ fixMn the Account given 
of his Excellence in expreflingCharafters, it muft have 
teen the very Image of Poetry ; and -not an amorous 
Lady, but rather AmoronTnels in Perfon. . An Epigram 
in the Anthohgia upon a Portrait of Safpboi afcribes to 
her all the Noblends of the Mufes, mingled with the toft 
Ctatms of ^(W«J t- 

■'- Thefe were the principal Statues which Cicero found 
in the Gallery of F'errei, when he went in Quality of 
hk Acoufer to feize his Facers. But ferret was poltefi'd 
of a great many more, Sch, Samos, Afpendiim, Perga, 
Sicily, the whole World was pillaged by him. Cicero 
iays his infatiable- Avarice coft Syracufe. more Gods %, than 
the yiflory of Marcellm Men. Verres had depofited ft" 
veral Statues with hisFriebds, and. he had made Pieftnts 
to his ProteSors to a great Value. Witnefs the Spbin^ 
he gave to Horunfius, which became fo famous by a 
fmart Repartee of Cicero ||; The Sphinx is a well-known 
Figure ; and this one was of Corinthiitn Brafi. Hortenr 
L >, 

* Pliny, L. 34. c. 8. SUanidn Apollodorum fecit: nee htmiiaem ex tere 
fecit, fed IracuHdiam. Silanion ex zre fabricavit SappHo Scortum. Tadanus 
in orat. adverfus Graecos. See Junius de iriftura vettrum. 

■f Antholog. Gracca. L. 4. 507. 

% conferte hanc pacem cum illp bello y hoius praetom adventum 

Qunijlius impoutoris.vi^f^: ^^i0^ ^bidjnes aint iUius.continentia : ab illo 

2ui cepit conditas, ab hoc qiii conftitutas accepit, captas dicetis Syracu&s. 
'ie. inVer.4. No. 52. 
B PHn. 34. ^itttil. L. 6. Plutarch in his life of Cicero. 
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fiut was fo (bnd of it that it was carried along with him 
whcre-erei he went. He could not want it due Moment 
out of his Sight ; and hence we may judge of it's Angular 
Beauty. Pliny, who relates this Faft, adds, that Cicero 
and Hertenfim becoming very warm in the Trial of 
Vtrres, the latter h^pen'd to fay, For my Part I have 
rut karaed to explaiti Riddhr. To which Cicen reply 'd, 
Butytu ought, fine* you heeoe the Sphinx alvayrmitb you.. 
X don't know how Pbetarcb comes to lay this Sphinx, 
was of Ivory, in direA ContiadiSion to the Tcftimonies 
ef Pliny and Siuintilian, who tells u> it was of Cor-tx-- 
tltioM^x^ 

But the rareft Piece in this CoUediion, for it waaUnickv. 
and ferret only Ihew'd it to particular FaTOuriteSi was 
a Statue of a Player on the Lyre, whole Manner of 
touching his Inflrument, gave RUe to a Grvei Proverb'*'. 
He feem'd to pby tq himlel^ and not to care whether 
others heard lum or not : And ' therefore the Greets us'd to 
fa of thole who being entirely wrapp'd up in their dear 
feives, only minded their own private Intereft, and gave 
them&lves no Troidile about others, that they were kh 
the Mufician of Afpendum, (Citharifta A^mdius) ^ 
fendum was an ancient and famous City in PamptiliOi 
where ferret made a plentiful Harveft ; but he found 
nothing there equal to this Statue, the S^ht of wjiich he 
CBgrofs'd to hiimelf and a few Friends, carrying Selfilh- 
nefs even beyond the Mufician, fiid Cicero f . 

Let 

* CittT^m Vtmm.l.'i^o.lo. 

t Cictro fhidtm. Intimis luis iB£biB jw&itj nt eiiemiBmn ilfii» er- 

tiftk Jm fiipcr^' vUttur. 
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I/et us now take a View of feme oAer Cuio&ies in the 
Gallery of Ferret, which weie not the leaft precious Part 
of tliis Trea&re. I put in this Rank fcveral little Viflo- 
ries, fuch as we fee upon Medals in the Hands of the Di- 
vinities*. And among others there was a very fine one 
which nrrei had takenout of the Hand of a capital Statue 
n&peres at Enmtf. Ther« were feme of Ivory, ferret 
got them in an ancient Temple of yuru upon the Pro- 
montory of Malta. It is probably the &me yuno we 
{ee on tfae Punick Medals of that Ifland. The Ufe of 
Iroiy in Sculpture is very ancient. Homer fpeaks of it, 
tho' he makes no mention of Elephants %. Long after- 
wards PUdiat made a famous Ivory Statue oi Minerva, 
with that admirable Buckler defcribed by Pliiiy. Dio- 
nyfim the Elder made no Scruple to fteal fuch little 
Vi&>ries of Gdd which the Gods held in their Hands, 
4nd afjieared to pre&nt to thofe who came to lee them, 
£iying, / do mt tola tberii, I ofilj/ accept a Prefent I. 

A large Vafe adorned a fplendid Citron Table. It 
was the Workmanlhlp of Boetbut a Carthaginian Artift, 
whofe Fame is tranliaitted to us by Pliny, with a Cata- 
logue of his Works. 

He excelled in working on Silverj whence it is pro- 
bable this Vale was <rf'that Metal; and that it is {till 
L 2 more 

* Itt^biu.EbuttiMtnaiorae aittiquo opere, cc rtimma srte p e i fi iU c. 
ihidem. 

t.^o. 4f. The Statue was too large to be carried ofF. hispukritudt 

fericiao, amplitude falutifmt, 

tfteSttilKfBlfbaMs the Rttfi Mty, Htmler. OdylT /. 4. 

Mdfiudded jlmbtr darts a golden Ray. Pope, v. 86. 

' I Eaque ft accipenc non maften Xi&iat. Elk enim ftnhitiam a qmbtB b(H 
OK fnomnur, ob iii pamgentttKS et iaaSbm nolle fomere, Cif. de oat D. 
1.3.n. 34- 
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more likely, becaufe GVVeri» mentions the Weight of it*. 
Bat the' this Vafe was very fine, yet that juft by it was 
mnch more fd, being one precious Stone adorned with 
the moft curious Workliianmip. This Piece came from 
the Eaft and (feB iiito yerrts% Hands, with the rich- 
Candleftick we Ihalt niention afterwards; 

There was not a' Houfe in Sicily of any Fafliion, or 
but tolerably furnifhed, which l^d not a- Service of 'SS.- 
ver Plate few the Worfhip of its HouQidd Goods; conlffli- 
ing of P<7/«ra'»<)f all Sorts, and Sizes, and other rehgious 
Utenfils for Offerings, Libations, and perfiuhing with 
Incenfe and other facred Rites |. And all thefe wire 
more valuable for the Workmanfliip than for the Metal. 
They fliew'd to what Height of Perfeflion the Arts of 
Defign had been brought in Sicily %. Verres aflifted' 
by two Greeks |, the one a Painter,' the other a Statuary, 
who had put themfelves under his Proteflion, upon fly- 
ing their Country for infamous Crimes, had chbfen out 
of thofe Treafures whatever feemed' fitteft to- enrich and 
adorn his Gallery. Oval Cups, with Figure* emboffed', 
or of curious inlaid Work, Corinthian Vafe placed on 
Marble Tables, fupported by three Feet in the Form of 
Tripods, and caill'd on that Account Menfx Ddpbica. 
If he did not like the Vafes themfelves, he carried off 
the Handles, the little Statues, the enchafcd Pieces of 
carved Work with which they were ornamented, to ferve 
for Decorations to richer and finer ones ||. 

One 

• pnedaio opere & grand! pondoe per potcftatem lUtuMet. 

AVtr. 4. No. 27. 

t Ihidtpi- Haec autem amnia andquo ope» et Aiouno artifido tiSat^. 

vt hoc licetct fufpicari fuiiTe aliqoando apud Ucudos perae({ua propocdone 
cetera. 

X Canes venaticos diceres, ©!f. No. 13. 

I Kim. No. 14, 18, li. 
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One of^^rre/sCuriofity muft Rave fomething of eveiy 
Kind, And acoordihgly, there were in this Gallery Coats 
of Mail, Helmets and Breaft-plates of Corinthian Brafs, 
nicely carved. Large Urns of the fame Metal, and no 
lels curioufly wrought, Elephant's Teeth of an incredible 
Size, upon which were Infcriptions in Punick Characters, 
bearing «hat Mafimjfa had fent them back to the Temple 
of yum lA Malta, whence the Commander of his Fleet 
had carried them off *. 

There was every thing in this (Mlery; even to the very 
Trappings and Equipage of a Horfe that had belonged to 
King Hieron ; near to which were upon two Pedeflals 
two little Horfes of Silver -h highly efteemed by the Cu- 
rious. 

The Antique hath a Merit independent of the Mate^ 
rials. Good Tafte in Workmanfliip and Antiquity make 
its principal Value. The golden Vafes of which ferres 
bad a great Quantity were modem, but he had made 
them as beautiniland eflimableas moft antique ones. For 
he had eftablilhed at Syracufe %, in the ancient Palace af 
the Kings, a Laboratory with all its Utenfils, in which a 
great Number of excellent Artifls for defigning and orna- 
menting Va&s, work'd for him eight Months, and that 
in Gold only. 

The Excellence of thofe Artifts coniiAed in their ele- 
gant Tafte of Delign, and in adjufling antique Orna- 
ments to modern Vales with liich Dexterity, that one 

would 

• No. 44. 

t ViUtm. No. M, 40. 

t ita fdte in sums poculis iUigalnt, tta apte in Scyphis auras indu* 

debat, ut ea ad illam rem nata clTe dicens, ipfe tamen praetor in hac ofl^ 

fldna majonm partem did cum tunka pulla federe folebat & palJio. No. 24. 
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woul3 have thought they had been originally made For 
them ; fo exquifitely ddicate was the Joining or Encha- 
fing. 

The Tapefteries flood out ftiff with Gold : A Piece of 
LuJiuiy that came from Attalus King <rf Pergamus +. 
And his other Moveables Were nothing inferior to them 
in Riches, lyrian Purple fhone from every Comer. 
f^erret all the time of his Government had kept Manu- 
&dories at Work in the befl Towns in Sicily and Maba, 
to make the moft magnificent Furniture for him that 
could be imagined. He fumi(hed the Materials, the 
Workmanlhip coft him nothing. 

We cannot now find Out who thofe fcven and twenty 
Kings or Tyrants of Sicily were, whofe Portraits ftrres 
fiole fiom the Temple of Wntroa'^ in Sjracuft, and put 
up in his Gallery. Among other ancient Fifiuret t£ 
which he had robbed the lame Temple |, there was aae 
reprefenting a Cavalry-Battle of j^gathockt, that Tyrant 
of Sicily who railed himfelf Aoffl a Citizen of theloweft 
Bank, to the Sovereignty of bit Country. His Head is 
found on Medals. 

The Porch of ferfeth Gallery was richly embelhlhed 
with Hiflorical Paindngs, the Spoils of the Temple of 
Minerva at Syracufe, the mOft beautiful fumptuous 
Temple in the World. Many £unons Gntk Writers have 
mentioned it, and they all agree that it was a Miiade of 
Art. Its Decorations were fuitable to a Temple of the 
Qoddefs of Arts : And they were no lefi fo to a Galleiy 

which 

t No. 26. Ste flin. 1. 8. j. 74. L 35. 5. 39. 

H Vigiirti fcjjtcm praeterta tafaute paJdiemiTie pidbts, ex eadem aede iu qui- 
tnis ^nt imagines Siciliae Regumac TTrannotum, No. 56. 
X ^giu ent equeftris Agsthod^ Regis in tabnlis piAa pnudare. No 5^, 
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wBicfi contain'd Mafter-piecej of every Art. In the 
Uiddle there was a truly wonderful Gergm'i- Head, and 
round it were fculptured in Ivory various Fables, to a De» 
gree of Beauty and Perfedion beyond Exprefllon. * ^»f^ 
#i/ dejcribes fomething like this in his Plan of a Temple 
fcr Augujlus.. 

In forihusfugnam ex aurofolidoque eliphanto 
Gangariiwn,faciam, viSorifque Arma ^irini ; 

Virg. Georg. L. HI. v. 27. 

ferns had taksa from the Gates of this Temple a vaft 
Number of large Nails, the Heads of which were of Gold,, 
and had adorned the Ports of his Gallery with them. 
There was' a fine Statue at each Side of the Gate. They 
were brought from the Temple of yttru at Samos. And 
Aey were probably the Work of Tleodorus the Samii", 
who was both Statuary and Painter, as Piiny tells us. + 
He is likewife mentioned by Piata J. 

This Gallery was enlighten'd by feveral magnificent 
Brafi Luftres, but principally by a Candleftick of truly 
marvellous WorkmanQiip, which two Eaflern Princes had 
deftined for the Temple tjiyupiter Capitolmui V-Ruiu. 
This Temple having been deuroyed by Lightoiog, ^^'»- 
tus Catulus rebuilt it with fuperior Magaificence. And 
the two Princes only waited till the Temple was quite fi- 

niOicd 
* E;c £t}ore di^genttffime per{eA& ugumenta eront invalrts ; .-Gorgonis 

4U {wkfaerrimiun, cntiitum anguibus, levellit itqae abfhilit. No. 56. 

\ £t Qunen indicaTit, (& non ibhira artificio Md etiuH pretio, quadhique 

dud: mm brillas auxnu onmes ex bis vtlvii, quae erant multae et enres.. 

»(. mdm. 

t PUn. 1. 34. y 35. 
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m/Qxi to confecrate their Gift. But in the mean time, he 
>vho had the Cuftody (rf the Luftre happening t6 pals 
through Sicily in his Return to Commagene in Syria, 
f^erris who commanded Sicily heard of it, procured a 
Sight of it, borrowed it, and kept it||. It was a Prefent 
worthy of the Princes, and of that Temple which was the 
moft auguft Edifice on Earth, if we except the Temple of 
the true God. 

I imagine I have let before this Academy a Collection 
of Antiquities well deferving a few Moments of their At- 
tention. If any one fliould doubt of the extraordinary 
Beauty of thefe Pieces, let me anfwer firft, that there is 
no Reafon to call in queftion the exquifite Tafte of thofe 
Klone by fuch celebrated Artifts as Myron, Boethus, Praxi- 
teles, Silanion, and Pctycletus. And as for the other 
Pieces, concerning the B^uty of which we hai'e only Ci- 
teroi Word, may I not 6y it is unreafonable to fuppofe 
he would venture + to give a felfe Reprefentationof 
things every Roman might judge of with his own Eyes. 
He would thus have brought his Charafter into Sufpicion, 
and would have loft all Credit with his Countrymen in 
Matters of greater Moment, and of -which it is more dif- 
ficult to form a Judgment. 

But had Cicero Tafte f Did he -underftand the Arts ? 
His Aaions and Writings prove that he was a very intel- 
ligent Admirer of them. As to his Aftions, 'tis well 

known 

v|) PUto in Jmi. ' 

X Qcero in Yertem, 4. N. 48. Candeliibmin e gemtnls clariilimis. 

f So Cicero himfef Vereor ne hue qui noti viderunt omnk me nitnis 

aagere atque omare arbitrentur. Quod tamen nemo Tufpican debet, tam efle 
^ecupidum, uttotvitos primaries relim, pniefeitim ex Judicum mimero qui 
Syraculis fiierint, qui haec viderint, elle temeritati et matdacio meo confcios. 
No. 56. I 



cb, Google 



( «9 ) 

lowwa Itow-nuidi lie prf flpi tittirut igJA LettetstaliiintQ 
choofc Maibfes an3 &onzes for Him at yitiens, to it De- 
corations to his Library. Apd if we majr judge of his 
Tafte from his Writings, we muft hold mm for one of 
(he mo^.undejljandiflg Lovers of thtjine Arts. J' I find, 
■■ (ays^e, that the ^tues iifCtnacbin are hard «nd ftifiT. 
" Thofeof C7aA»»»;x are not quite Hfelefs, hut ftiil thejr 
" are too drjr." Myron % Works, the' every thing that 
came from his Hands is very beaotifijr, yet they have not 
all the Truth of Life,, aod .Nature *. PolycUtus\ Statues 
for fiffpsfs them 'in jtf>*t r«fj«Sf»,-, aqi i-Vt- Wd«d prrfed- 
It isjuA fo with regard^to the Works of the ancient t'ain- 
ters. Zeuxis, PolygnetUi, Xinumtftes, and all the good 
Mafters who ufed four Qjlburs only, are admirable for 
th«ir Drawing and Oudise. But ii) the Fiduns sf . E- 
eiitn, .Nicomacbut, Pntagmes, and ApeliiM, «« find ^ 
the different Parts of Painting in their utmoft Perfeaion|. 

This is the Language pf Skill «Dd good Tafle. And I 
have no Ground to apprehend that it will diminilh the 
Val^e, of the llungs' I have been <ief«ribiiig to ]rDu< if I 
conclude in the Words of "tereria, "Hat Cicero himi>Vaa- 
Att for lehat J have /aid. 

Veftrum judicium me aftorem dedit xfed hie aStor tan- 
turn potuit a facundia quantum Hit fotuit cogitare com- 
mode f. 

* Geerode Claris oratoribos, 'five Brutw. : / ' T. , ' ~ 

+ Totnt, Prolog. Hesatont. ^ ' ,' '.,' j ' .. ' ' .' ' , 
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DISCOURSE 

U P N T H. E 

( 

Masks tf;/^ Habits 

U S E D O N 

ANCIENT THEATRES: 

.' ' Delivery to the 

Acadany d[ I/>/irij>tioftf And Betles-Lettres, 
Pf Mr. B i N D I N. 

July I. 1712. 

THEATRICAL Speftacles being ici ancient 
time* deiigned for the Entertainment of the whole 
BodjT of the People ; being exhibited in the Day-time, 
and in open Air : And there being Seats for all the Spec- 
tators, 'tis evident that their Theatres muft have been 
much larger than our's, and of a very difierent Form and 

Stni&ute, 
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Strufhire, and that their Decorations and Machinery 
muft have been contrived in another manner than thofe 
in prefent Ufe. This I have made appear in a former 
Diuertation upon ancient Theatres. 

But what was mofl iingular in themj and diflered 
moft from modern Ulage, is the Equipage of the Adors. 
J am now therefore to difcourfe to you upon their Habits; 
upon the Masks chiefly, which they made ufe of, accor- 
ding to the difierent Genius and Charader of the Pieces 
reprefented. 

The ktter is the Part of the ancient Theatrical Ac- 
contrements, which hath the lead Aflinity to thofe of our 
Adors, and confequently it is that to which we are leail 
reconileable. 'Tis not amifs therefore to fearch into the 
Origin of this Cuftom, which appears fo odd to us, and 
to enquire how it came to be introduced upon the Stage; 
what were its Advantages ; and whether the Di&dvantl- 
^es of it were fo gre^ as we now imagine. But in order 
to that, it is neceflary to give iirA a true Idea of the an- 
cient Masks ; for, without all doubt^ Masks would have 
a very difegreeable Eifeflat the Diftance we now fee a 
Play aded. And it is perhaps becaule they have a mo- 
dern Tlieatre in their Imagination, that ibme are (b an- 
gry with the Ancients for that Ufage. But ancient 
Theatres being extremely large, and a great Part of the 
Speftators beir^ placed at a vafl: Diftance from the Scenes, 
Masks may have been not only not difagreeable, but ne- 
ceflary on that Account. And this is wliat I fhall have 
Occafion to fliew in the Progrefs of this Enquiry. 

Let me only obferve, before I enter upon it, that the 

Subjed is new : No Perfcm, I mean has hitherto handled 

M 2 ' it 
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it accurately, and to the Bottom. For many hare men- 
tioned Masks in 'general, tranfjently and.fuperfidally ; 
but none hath fo thoroughly examined the Matter as to 
fet it in a due Light, and give us a conneSed Syftem of 
this Part of Antiquity. 

AH we have left to us by the Ancients on this Head, 
is contained in two Chapters of Pollux, the 1 8 and 19 of 
Ms Fourth Bode. But what he fays of Masks and Thea- 
trical Habits, not being fuificient to give us an adequate 
Notion of them, I fhall endeavour to fupply what is 
wanting in his Account of them, by laying before you 
all I have been able to coUed: upon the Subjefl^ from o- 
ther ancient Authors. And nothing fhall be advanced 
for which Proofi are not brought from ancient Theatrical 
Pieces; from fuch atleaft, in which the Manners and 
Qiarafters are Grecian, whether they be written in La- 
tm or in Aeir original Langu^e. For having none left 
to us that are purely Roman, we have ho other Way of 
judging of their Habits, but fitum the Names Togatte, 
Prielextata, and Taiernaria, by which they were dif- 
tinguilhed. 

As the Ancients had in general three different S6rts of 
Scenical Decorations, forlheirthreedifferentKinds of Plays, 
Comick, Traglck, and Satyrick, it was but natural for 
them to have hkewife different Habits and Masks for their 
Adon of thefe three Charaftets. And that it was h in 
Faft Pollux leaves us no Room to doubt. . Nay, that they 
had a fourth Kind for their Muficians and Dancers is im- 
qucfiionable :] for tho' Pollux does not mention them, fe- 
veial other Authors have ddcribed them ; and a Model 
of them is yet to be feen on ^e Reverie of a Medal of 

Nero, 
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Niro,'m which he is reprefented itt a Theatrical Habit, 
with a.Lyre in his Hand. 

Thus, not to mention the whimiical Habits, and ez- 
traordinarjr Masks contrircd by the Poets for allegorical 
Peribnages, or for fuch imaginary, fantaflical Chorus's, 
as many of tjiole yet preferved to us in the Remains of 
Arifiophann ; not to mention theie, the Ancients had in 
general Theatrical Habits and Brfasks of four Kinds, fui- 
(ed to their Comick, Tragick, Satyrick and Orcheftrick 
Rc])relentations, and fp difierent from one another in 
Form and Charafler, that the fame Adors appeared not 
only difierent Men, but Men of a different Species, ac- 
cording to the Genius of the Pieces thCT reprefented. 

i lay, Men of a different Species, tot except the Dan- 
cers, whofe Masks were perfeSly natural, (the' their long 
training Habits were not, in , piy (pinion, very fit for 
their Bufinefs, according to our prefent Idea of it at 
leaft) all the other Penbnages were very remote from 
Nature and Probability. 

Of id Cmick KinJ. 

The' the Habit* iti OaeatAf,. far i;ifiance,' were not 
different from thofe in ordinary Ufe ; and tho' the MaAs 
uiedia €at antiem Cornea^ poib^tl^ refembled:the..Pe^- 
foas reprefented; yet 4n the rndtlh Omafy they became 
very difierent from v^itt they bad fiarmerly beia> ; and 
. in th« ntvi Cianu^^tae ivttt: i|ot thie kaft Veftige re- 
maining lOfthek&ftFemji -The-iMf^hf wWch, it ym 
pnfliibitedtp maikMitpitfticuiar'Pcitlbes to View upon 
the Stage, frarcedthem to invent fiicH ridiculous abfurd 

Masks, 
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Masks as could not be accufcd of bearing the £nallcft 
11.ikenefs to any human Face. And hence it is, that the 
greater Part of thofe defcribed by Pollw, are fo mon- 
ftroufly deformed arid ugly. 

Of the Tragich Kind. 

This Vas carried j^et farther in Tragedy, but For an- 
other Reaibn. All the Aflors had a Gjgantick Air : 
The enormous Size of their Masks, together with the ex- 
ceflive Heighth of their Bu'skiiis and their huge, adventi- 
tious Bellies, made fuch an uncouth Combination of ar- 
tificial, borrowed Members, that the long, training Ha- 
bits peculiar to them, were really neceflary to cover it; 
And all this, according to Pbilpftratus, took.its Rife from 
a prevaihng Notion, that all the Heroes of Antiquity, 
Tjdeus alone excepted, were of a preternatural Bulk and 
Stature. 

Of the Satyrick Kind. 

Now to this Mijapprehenfion of the Grandeur of He- 
roes, in the ancient times, were joined all. the other Ab- 
furdities of Fable on the Satyrick Pieces: For in thefe ap- 
peared not only Giants and Men of monftrous Forms, as 
we may fee by theCVf/o^ of Burypides, the only Piece 
of that kmd remaining to us, but likewife Si/enus's, Fau- 
mis't and Satires, as the Names -of other Pieces fufficiently 
prove. ■ ' 

By Confequence the Habits and Masks ufed in them, 
muft have been of a very particular Sort, and quite dif- 
ferent from all others; but befides the general Difference 
between the Masks and- Habits, for Reprefentationsofthe 
various Kinds which have been mentioned, there muft 
•have been a very great Diverfity belonging to each diffe- 

. . ' -rent 
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rent Species of them, to difHnguifli dificrent Ages, Sexes, 
and Qiaraaers of Perfonages, Now I am to entertain 
you with fome Account of all this Variety. But I muft 
firft fey fomething of Masks in general, and begin by en- 
quiring into their Origin, Forms and Ufes. 
Of Mash in general. 
I am hot however to Ipeak of any Masks but thofe of 
the Theatre; -for there were others much more ancient, 
and of a very different Make. Clemens Alexandrinm in- 
forms us, that Masksweremendoned in the Poems of Or- 
pheus and Linus, whence we may judge of their Anti- 
quity; On the either hand it is certain, that Theatrical 
Ivbsks on^ came into Ufe in the time of JEJchylus : that 
is, about the ' 70th Olympiad, and confequently above 
feven or eight hundred Years later. The firft Masks of 
which Clemens Alexandrinus Ijpeaks, were not different 
&om. thofe we now ufe ; whereas the Masks for the 
Theatre were a fort of Head-pieces that covered the 
whole Head, and reprefented not only the Features of a 
Face, but the Beard, Ears, Hair, and even all the Or- 
naments in a Woman's Head-Drefil ■ ' 

At leaft this is the Account we have, of theni from Fe- 
fius, Pollux, Aulus Gellius, and all the Authors who 
imention them. This is ^Bkewifc the Idea Piedrus'^ves 
of them in. his Fable of the MsflS and the F«».'- - ' 

And it is moreover a Fafi which an Infinity of Bafs- 
Reliefs and engraved Stones put beyond all doubt. 

We miift not however, imagine, 'that the' Theatrical 
Maskshad always the fame Form; for it is certain they 



• Peribium tngicam forte Vi^pes vidcrat. '0 J«tf»/d j5w«Vj, iiujuit, tert- 
hrumtwn bahtt. L. 7. f. 7. ' - - , 
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were very gradual!; bfDught to their Pe»fcQi>i},:> Al|, 
Writew agree, that at fi*ft thejr wereveiy imperfea.; At 
firft the Adors oiiy /di%uis'd themfeh«a by bedaubing, 
their Faces with the Lees of Wine ; and k w«( in'tb^ 
Manner the Piecetpf KjiJiM, were; a6)ie(L ; li -',■;, - 

^<s cantrau agerentvtptrunSi fcecil^s era. 

„ . He* Art^P4i?t.,,;j. 

They continued afterwardt to make,;i ^t of Mas^ 
with the Leaves of the Arcion., 4 Plant which the Great 
called for that Reafoh rfttmm t and it was likewife c^- 
led fcimetimes among the Latins Ptrfnuua, as apiK^ 
from this Paflage in PJirty. , ^idai/t Arcim pujina- 
.am 'vacant^ cujus folio. nullum tjl latius. ,^ 

In fine, after Dramatick Poetry vras become oomj^ete 
in all its Farts, the Necelllty the Adors found of ini^gin* 
ing lame Way of changing their Figute and Mien in an 
innant, in order toreprelent Perfonagfsiof diifereat A^ 
and CbaraAers, {nit them on contriving the Macks we ai^ 
now fpeaking of But it is not eafy to ttaqe them to their 
iirft Inventor; for Authors are divided into various Opi- 
nions on that Head. - 

Suidat and Atbeneus' f^ve the Honour of die lavention 
to the Poet Cboerilust cotemporary withr 73ig§i»xl, , ;,H^ 
race, on the other Hand, givet it to^Jcty/uf. . / 

Pofi bimcptrfona faUaque repertor btnd/te. j ' 
AEfcbylus. Art. iEoet.- ' 

And 

• xMfiMt A'Afow tattun rSf milif jt/rnvfimTf^f^lt: . 
II TUh TTfrnm ixiimi ifiinliu 
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And Arifiotle, wlK) in all probal^tCjr mull have b^ 
better inftruded in this Matter, tells usinthe 5th Chapter 
of his Poeticks, that it was unknown in his time to whom 
the Glory of the Invention was due. 

But tho' we can't precifely determine by whom this 
Kind of Masks was invented, yet the Names of thofe art; 
preferred to us, who firft introduced any particular Kind 
of them upon the Theatre. Suidas, for inftance, informs 
us, it was the Poet Pbryniais who firft brought a Female 
Ik^isk into Ufe : and Neophron of Sityon firft introduced 
one for that Kind of Domeftick among the Ancients, who 
was charged with the Care of their Children, fromwhofe 
Appellatioti we have the Word Pedagogue. 

AtheTieus relates, that it was^.^Aj'/w-whofirftdaredto 
bring upon the Stage drunken Perfiniages in his lUiSei/w : 
And that it was an Ador of Megara, called Maifin, 
who invented the Comick Masks for a Valet and a Cook *. 
•We read \i\Paufanias, that ./^.^<6y/«.r- introduced the 
Ufe of hideous frightful Maiks in his EumemJes; but that 
it was Eurifides who firft adventured to add Serpents to 
them. 

Maios wdre not always made of the &me Materials. 
The firft were of die Bark rfTrees. 

Oraqtie corticiim futmint borrendd caoatU. 

ViRG.Geo. 1. 2. 387. 

■ •' . . N , .'. ■■,: And 



• A/rjj^ 'f T/»T0t » T0« xa$apa's iitrxytiiutiiairtt. K«i Mcurof 
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And w« kam fiiom Pollux, tliat afterwards Ibme were 
maide of Leather-lia'd with l<ianei> qr £>me Stuff. But 
tiiefc Maftfi being eafily fpoil'<}> tb^ came at 1^ acooN 
ding to Hejycbim*, to m^ke them wlraUy of Wood. 
And they were fpEmed by Scutpfiws apcoiding ttt thejUeas. 
of the Pbets, as we may fee mm- the Fable of Fhctdrus: 
we have already quoted. 

This is all I have been abfc t,p difo>vercp»«roi»g thfr 
Origin of Maflcs, and tbeirMalte in, gesetqL ftitinor^ 
d«;r to know their Ufe or NeGeffity> wie muft oonfidtr. tfac; 
different Forms c^ the fevetal Kinds of them. 

Of the digertnf Sirtt of Mails in partitulari- 

Tho' Pollux entert iDto>a$>ery long DMailof the. Tbet:- 
tiical Maskn yetihe only diftinguiihes three Sorts.; the 
Cotsicb, Tr^«k, and. Satynck; and, in bi$ Defciip- 
tion, he gives to each Kind as much Oefbtmity ask was, 
poffibfy hifceptihle of ; diatis, Features caricatured, to th« 
vacA extiAvagaat Pitch of. FarQcy, %hideoua ajb£wd Air, 
and a wide extended Moutb, wx open ta devour tie 

But there being upon an Infinity of ancient MiMtt- 
mcnts, Itfesks of a qiate bppofite Form- asd Cfaatefltr, 
that is to fay, which have natural and ngrecahltViBaees, 
and nothing hke that large, gaping Mouth which renders 
others fo fFigbtfiil ; I ' was. leng at » lo& tp what. Oafi I. 
ihould refer, them,; and I have confulted the mcft Lear- 
ned in thele Matters for my Information to no purpole:: 
they are fe divided on this Subjed, that I have not been 
able to draw any Satisfadion from them about it. 

Some imagine that they are Masks of the ancient Co- 
medy, ibunding their Opinion upon this : Tlat the firfi 

Math 
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Masit wre rut enfy vtry natural, itu fttftSfy lAe 
49 tbt Perfim vhofe CbtirfiSers and Monmrt tief ivere 
inttnded to rtprtftnt. Ai)d indeed thia V^aJSi cannot be 
diiiMited. Pillux himfelf agrees to it, bffore he Ipeakaof 
the Ahfks of the new Comedy *. Buttho' the f»& he ior 
CQotefiible, yet the Confequeace ioferred lma\. it -does 
not foUow. For there muil have been ibme. Opening ia 
ths fir(l Maski, to give Vent to die Voice of Vfit tJStsa, 
and thofe of which we are now ^xakiqg hfn>e none. 

Othen ftruck by this particularity, fa«v« &acie«l tfa^ 
are not Miskc, but Rc^eientations of red Heads, being 
pczfiiaded that there were no 'Theatrical Masks wicbottt 
an fipen M<xth- Bvt; Fhis is the very thing in qivftioa'i 
and befides, tfaefe finds have this diitiognifiiiiig Maiic 
awl Cfaiua&eriflidk of NIadu, the fa«v)»g bo KecIl 
And thoefere, so great Stref^ CaA be Mid pa thtf 
Opinisri. 

Ther&ii atbird Seotiinei^t about thetti which slJUow$ 
thein to be Masks, but will not aUc^ dtcmtohe aatiqiKj 
heoMfe ihey ' ]uy« pot the CfaaraS«r, . ^ey iatagiae 
eflential to Theatrical Masks, namely die wiai Opeaiqg 
JMonA die^ fee ioxitbere. But dik Nation being «. Con- 
foqucnce of the fiunf JPrepolIaGao s and fioee tbe fiifi- 
J^cti):^ and a>gray«d Scpott Bpoo which diefe Masks are 
lousdi htvc all the JMbwkt of the b«ft Aotiqw^, it sp- 
peais to ^tc to be KD better fiMinded than the two fonner' 

But if we reflcd on the one Hand, that fiime Authora 
^Kak of a fourth Sort of Masks not mentioned by Pollux, 
I mean thofe of the Dancers ; and if we confider, on the 
odier Hand, that in fuch Masks there was no Occafion for 
that large Ouverture which rendered the others fo defor- 
N 3 med, 

• I,. 4. c. 19. 
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med, and which was certafcly not given to them by the 
Ancients, without fome very neceflary Reafon, I am apt 
to think the Masks in queftion were of this fourth Kind; 
and the more I have conlldered them, the more I am 
confirmed in this Opinion. As probable however as it 
appeared to me, it was but a Conjeflure, and fome pc£- 
tive Authority Was waiting, before it could be laid oioWn 
as Truth : And this is what I have at laft found in a Paf- 
fige of Lucian, which leaves no Room for further Scc{>ti- 
cifin upon the Subjed. 

It is in his Dialogue upon Dancing, where after having 
fpoken of the' Uglinefs of other Masks, arid of that wide 
'Mouth in particular common to them all, he tells us that 
thole of the Dancers were of a quite different Make, and 
had none of thefe Deformities, ^itb regard, feith he, 
to the Ejuipoge of the Dancers, it is needlefs to go atom 
to prove its Aptitude and Conveniency ; that one miifi ht 
Hind not to allow. As for their Masks nothing can ie 
more agreeaihy the) have not that voide hideous Mouth\of 
the others ; but are perfeSly naturali-and correfpetuUnt to 
their Ufe f. 

It is therefore unquelHonably to this Clafi, that wemuft 
refer the Masks now under our Confideration.' And we 
can no longer doubt, that there was befides the three 
Kinds mentioned by Pollux, a fourth, which they c^led 
Orcbeflrick, and fometimes radte Masks, inoKfoi xu 
ipa/A rpomura*. 

But 

* Sed enira SaltBtiotus habitus quasi deoens fit & modeftoi, quorfum ttti- 
netdlcere cum coeds quoaueifla fint perfmcua. Lxmipfi. pulcherriina& fub-' 
jeAae ftbuke refpondens. Non inhumaae niat> ut iliac, fed ikltxtionetn per om- 
na ccpTcnit ■ — Sec. Lucian de SalUdone. 
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But 'tim is not tb« only Omiflion PolU/x may be re- 
proached with upon the Subjefl of Masks. Even of thofe 
wiidi he mentions, tiicre aie three Sorts he hath not di- 
Atnguiihedj which had however their difierent Denomi- 
nouoas, r^uamw, luftianim, ywwiiw. For tho' thofe Names 
were in Procefi of Time ufed promifcuoufly, to fignify all 
Sorts'of Masks, yet it ii probable that the Greeh firil em- 
|doyed them to diftinguiilh three different Kinds : And 
we find in Fad 'in dieir Pieces three Sorts, the diiferent 
Ebims and Chaiadxn of which anfwer exadly to the 
different Meanings of thefe three Tirms. 

The firft and more common Sort were thofe which re- 
prdeaecd real Life, and the^ were properly denominated 
Tpmasn,. The'twootfaerSottx were not £>common; and 
ilence it was that the Toem r^mw being more tiled, 
become the general Name for them all. One Sort repre- 
sented the Shades, and being frequently employed in 
Tragedy, and having fomething. frightful in their Appear- 
ance, the Gre^ caUed them 4 jufWAmmv- The laft Kind 
were contrived on purpose to tmify, ond only rqnefen- 
ted hcHTible Figures, fiich as Gvrgms and Furut, whence 
they had the Name of Ycpyntm, 

'i It is poilible that thefe Terms did not lofe their oc^jinal 
Bonification till tfacli&dcs had entirely ciianged their 
mflFcnm; that is, in the Time of the new Comedy: For 
till then there was a fenfible Difference amongft them. 
But at lafl the feveral Kinds were confounded : The Co- 
mickand Tragick only differed in S^e and in Uglinefs, 
V and 

X — II ■ iPeribiae pnUentii Juatum^ 
— - - lagfCQHDinlttlipAiniikfBtnpftkusuiAM. 

Jina.Stt.3 
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and tile Dancers Masks alone prefianred thsir iiA'A^jitar- 
ance. • 

Peihix not only telk m in ggeneral, tbat the Comick 
Masks vreR riiliculous, bat yie kamlfrom th^' I9iet«il <i( 
them he iiat left us, that the gceater' Ait «f . tbem wine 
extravagant to Abfiirdit^r. But this we fltall have! occafio* 
aftetwards to fltew, in giving aa exafi- Defcriptaon of aS 
the diiFeicnt Species (^ them. It is fii&ieat totib&iVC 
at prefent, that there was haidly any of theoi which, had 
not diflortcd Syes, a sny.Moiithtihaflgitig Gkeefa^ or 
feme fuch other Sdbtmiljr. 

With jc&cA «o the Tra^ck KMcs they were yot ntOK 
faidcous; &r 'owr and idiofmtlKitenticcinB SiziCi aal 
that gaping Month which direateaed to demur the %icc- 
iatocs, thty genenlty had a£siions Air, a thwateniagAA 
fc&, the Hair Aanding vprigfat, lod a Kind of Tumour 
■on the Forehead, which only fervod to disfigore theo^ 
sisi isiEKlcr thesn yet iDore tBtiiblc. 

This is the Idea all Authors give ns of them. Botl 
ifhall oB^'tcing twoPioefs of it |' one irom a: LettrriUi ' 
Ztaa and Serefau,{aHif aicrifaed to ytt/Ufi -Mkrtjri but 
very ancient, having been dwayt joined to the G&minc 
Winki of that Faditr, who died in the Yen of Our 
Locd IS4, is. the Rei^ c£..<£iMJnni<T Pius, as Em/Uta 
icfs ia ho Ouooology, and not in that nf Manm.A»i: 
rkim, aihe has afleitedin his Hifloiy. {Btx. that is a 
Point of Griticiiia, the Difcuffioa of which hehngs aai 
to our prefent SuljeO.} UcEeistbePaSige*: 
. . In 

tuu luytK TTXpk rati dmiflM i» ruy (lAjyuv m^ Kw *ai>MK smtM^ 
tuu «M)ciiMuiuTw, juu T^wra TifiviSticmlHiirrcLi. 
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Jht lUt manner tt he wio rtort tut -iriti aS hit 
StrtK^k in reprafmtifig Oreftts, appear t Imge and ter- 
riik^ the gapirtg Spt3anrs, htcaufe of bis- Buskins voitb 
their high Heels, his fiUfe Belly, his hngtritining Ji>ie, 
Ofktiuf frlgt^l. itfasi.. 

The otlier Tbffimony is yet more exprtfi and pofitire; 
for it poinlzi out not only the Form of the Tragick-Masks, 
tut the aukward Stature of the A^i^ and their \bnner 
of dreiSag. t^effi&Jvea^ Let, us tmJUer Tragedy fafi 
vith regard to its Habitsi Can anf thing bt tsure Jbec- 
kiw tr frightful ? A Mlm ^ huge Stature, imunttdtep- 
an hM HeeA,. and eanying »n bis Head an emdnnoutr 
tl(Wt. the very Sight of wl^h fillt^th Dread cuid J&r-'' 
ror; for it gapes at if it vure f fwalUmiheSpeSatars. 
Not tf mesttim bis artificial Breaft emd Belly,, and all' 
ibt \4rts uffd to snake Us Sheulders, Arms, Legs, andev^ 
stfPae^eorrefj^endent ttii^eneegifie Stature, ttataJinsigbf 
be ifSfproffirtitm Thi»iKa Pal&ge ia Luda'ty iaanedi-^ 
at^y^ piiifiedilBg the ether.Y^ have akeac^ quoted concet'O - 
lung the'Ma^ofthe Daacers}. 

In fiiie, the Satyrick Sort was tbeabfindeftof them ai\i; 
^a^'hariogiio^^ other Pa^ndatiea but ia the. Gaptice of 
^fgfh thcxo w<te no iintgnablc odd l^i^gures^ wliich tbcle - 
Masks didi not: ext^iw.: Eortbefidcs Jiininx;and Satyrs^ 
whence, t])ey had theii Names, ioaK of dicas refoefented 
Cjftleptey Centaetrt, ,&c Is poc^Vordtj thew 'm eo Moa- 

ftcr;' 

I If»iNf,;ibtdem.-r Panio<«tttai^i]tJi)»tnij|gidin»piiiram«V}iaibtmcon- 
tctnptenuir, cuiufmodi iit, quam turpe Sc jticundam fpcAaculutn, homo 
Idngkudine ddormi, ^tis cajceamoitu, lam nunad* cum petampio ote luante, 
Mitto a&itiua peAora,_& ventiesfllAitioSi ^.c. 
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fter in Fable which was not exhibited in fome of thefe 
Pieces by pr(^)er Masksi And therefore we may Jay, it^ 
was the Kind of Dr^matick Entertainments in which 
the Ufe of MaAs was mioft neseffiry. 

Not but that they were indifpen&bly fo in Tragedy 
likewife, to give the Heroes and Demigods that Air of 
Grandeur and Xfajeily they were fuppofed to hare really 
had. For it is no Uiaxtac whence that Prejudice came ; 
or whether they were really of a fuperriatural Size; it was 
Aiificient, that this -wk the receiwed Opinion, and that 
the Pec^le behered it, to make it neceflary to reprefent 
them as fuch : They could not have been otherwife ex- 
hibited without tranfgreffing againft Probability : And, ' 
by Conlequence, it was impoffible to bring them on th6 
Stage without the AfliAance of Masks. 

But what render'd it impoffible for the Afiors to per- 
ibrm their Farts without them, was their being obliged 
td repiefoit Perfonages not only of difierent Kinds and 
Charafiere, bat likewife of different Ages and Sexes ; t 
fay, different Sexes, for it muft be lemembred there were 
no Adrefics among the Ancientt: The Female Charaders 
in their Pieces were aded by Men. 

This is a Fa<ft I couldbrirtg an Infinity <rf Authorise* 
to pravc ; but I ihall content my lelf with quoting bne^ 
Panage from Lucitit, and two others to illtiftrateand- 
Cdnfirm it jOne is, an Account from ^ulus Gellius,- of 
a Rufe employed by an Ador of Athens, who having left 
his only Son, whom he loved mod tenderly, and being 
obliged to a£b the Part of EU9ra in Sophocles, took the 
Um, in Which were dqiofited his Son's Afhes, with fiiih, 

and 
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and made ufe of it inflead of that of Oreftes, to work 
up his Grief to an extraordinary Pitch of truly natural 
Vehemence f. 

The other is an Epigram in the Anthology, upon a bad 
Dancer, who having reprefented the Fable of /)<7^^«e and 
that of iVi'o^« both very fadly, was faidto have danced 
the one Uke a Log of Wood, and the other like a Stone {. 

With regard to Luciano Teftimony, it is another Paf- 
fage in the Dialogue on Dancing, in which he juftiiies the 
Dancers for the Cuftom of putting on Womens Clothes, 
to reprefent their Perfonages, by mewing it was the efta- 
blifhed Ufage in the Theatre, and no more than what the 
other Adors did as well as they. The PaiTage follows 
immediately after the lall which was cited from him. 

From what hath been faid it refults, that three Things 
made the Ufe of Masks abfolutely neceflary on the Thea- 
tre. Firfty the Want of Adreffes to aft the Parts of 
Women. Secondly, that extraordinary Size of which 
Tr^ck Perfonages were in Pofleffion. And, thirdly, the 
very Nature and Genius of the Satyrick Kind. 

But, befides the indifpenfible Neceflity of each of thofe 
Sorts of Masks in particular; there were fome generalAdvan- 
tages which accrued from them, all of no fmall Confidera- 
tion. For firft,as every Piece had its own Masks proper to it, 
and therefore the fame Adtor could, by changing his 
Mask, adl feveral Parts in the fame Piece, without being 
perceived to do fo. The Spedators, by this means, were not 
cloyed with always feeing the fame Faces, and the Ai^ors 
O werev 

i* AulusGelliua, L.7. c. 5. 
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were, fo to fpeak, multiplied to all the necefiary Variety, 
at a very eafy Rate. 

And as they ufed them likewife to reprefcnt the Faces 
of the Perlbns intjsnded to be reprefent«l, it was a Me- 
thod of rendering the Reprefentation more natural than 
it could otherwifc have been, efpecially in Pieces where 
the Intrigue turn'd upon a perfca Refemblance of Faces, 
as in the yimpbitryon and the Menecbmi. 

Now thefe Advantages were to confidemble, that they 
over-ballanced all the Defedb and Inconveniencies atten- 
ding Masks : For thefe may all be reduced to the fol- 
lowing three Points. To the Ablurdity of their Form 
in general ; to the Deformity of feme of them in parti- 
cular : and to that Immobility for which they have been 
fo often cenfured. 

With Regard to the firft, we muft diflinguifh Times : 
In the ancient Comedy, not only were all the Masks very 
natural, but likewife perfcaly like the Perfons reprefent- 
ed ; fo that they were far from beingabfurd in their Form. 
If they afterwards degenerated from this primitive Natu- 
ralnefs, it is to be imputed to them who abufed them, and 
gave occafion to the Law forbidding to reprefent any par- 
ticular Likenefs. And, in changing their Form, the one 
Kind but became more comical, and apter to excite 
Laughter ; and the other more tragical, and fitter to in- 
^ire with Fear. 

With Reiped to the particular Deformity of ibme 
Masks, they were of two Kinds : One natural, the Ugli- 
nels of which was owing to real Deformities, diftorted 
Eyes, a wry Mouth, hanging Cheeks, &c. The other 
was artificial, confiAing in fuch a Configuration of the 

Parts 
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Part! of the Face, that by turning to the left or right, 
different Paffions were exprefled. The Countenance 
leeai'd, fo -to Ipeak, to laugh with one Side, and cry with 
the other t- The former was in Ufe in all Cranedies, and 
common to all low Charafters, fuch as Valets, Slave-mer- 
chants, and Farafites. The latter, on the contrary, was 
peculiar to Heads of Families, and to the higher Charac- 
ters ; but thefe were only made ule of on extraordinary' 
Oocafions, on which it was requilite all at once to change 
Faces, as in the unravelling of certain Pieces where & 
£une Peribn pafles, in the twinkling of an Eye, fiom 
Grief to Joy, or from Joy to Grief. And as, in fuch Ca- 
fes, the A^iors had flothing to do but to turn about, in 
order to change th^ whole Face of Afiairs, we may ren- 
turc to fay, that this Artifice, £ir from hutting the Rc- 
prefentation, contributed to render the Aftion more per- 
fe&, and compeniated or oorrc<£ied, in a great mealure, 
that Immobility, or Uniformity and Unchangeablenefi 
with which Masks are reproached. 

It muft however be acknowledged, Immobility was the 
greatefl Fault attending the Ufe of Masks : And it had 
indeed been an xmpardonable one, and verj juftly blam- 
ed, as deftroying the whole Truth and Grace of Action, 
if the Spectators bad been as near to the Adors as we now 
are. But then Shews being for the People, it was necef- 
firy that their Theatres fbould be very capacious ; and 
confcquently a great Part of the Spedators muflhave been 
O 2 very 

f Pater ille cujus prucipuae partes liiiit quia interim condtatiu, interim le- 
nis eft, altera eiei£to, alteto compolito e^Toipercilio. 

^i»t>7. Kfi. Or. L. lo. 
O'fc it7<iuw r/aPmfi niv o^/n uuninriu njv ((&'«. Poll. L,^.c. li. 
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very &r from the Scenes. Even thofe who were nearef^ 
were feparated from the Stage by the whole Extent of the 
Orcbe/ter, that is, at leaft above a hundred Feet, and 
there were fome Places at the Diftance of more than two 
hundred from the Aftors. 

Thus it would have been of little purpofe for them to 
have aded without Masks ; all their Excellence in expref- 
fing the Pa/Ilons would have been loft at fuch a Diftance; 
their Features could not have been difcemed. The Ufe 
of Masks, on the contrary, in fome meafure, made a- 
mends for that Defed; it was with the Faces of the Ac- 
tors then, as it is now with refpeft to the Ornaments on 
our Scenes, which muft be magnified in order to have 
their due Effe<ft at a certain Diftance. The Reprefenta- 
tion, to lay the Truth, was not in general the more per- 
fefl: on thefe Accounts; but the Fault was not in the 
Masks. And that is fiiiEcieat to vindicate the Ancients 
for v&Dg them. 



SOME 
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SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

t 

ON 

The fame SUBJECT, 

Bythe AUTHOR of 

The RefleSions on Poetry and Painting. 



IT is not improper to add to this curious DiiTertatioo, 
fome Obfervations upon ancient Theatrical Masks, 
by another ingenious French Author, publiflied after- 
wards : The Author of the Reflections -on Poetrt and 
Paintinq. 

^fchylus is faid to have firft introduced the Ufe of 
Masks upon the Stage into Greece. Diomedes (a) lays, it 

was 

(4) Perfoois vcro uti primus coepit Rofcius Gallus pnedpitua hiftrio^ quod 
ocdis obTCrlis ent, nee fatis dficonu in pctfoais, nifi parafitos prommtiabat. 

Dimtd. L. 3. 
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was one Rofcius Gallui who jirft appeared with a Mask 
upon the Theatre at Rome, to hide an ugly Caft he had 
with his Eyes ; but he does not tell us when this Rofcius 
lived. Masks are yet in ufe upon fbme modern Theatres. 
Several Perfonages in the Italian Comedy are mask'd. 
And tho", upon the French Theatre, all the A6tors were 
never mask'd, as the ancient ASor^ all were, yet it is not 
long finee Masks were ufed there in Tragedy as well as 
Comedy ; nor are they yet qaite out of ufe in the latter. 

It is certain that, by the help of Masks, an Alitor may 
aflume as great a Likeneis as he pleafes to the(%ara£ter he 
would rcprefent. And ancient Aftors imagined, that a 
certain Phyfiognomy was fo effential to every Chaiafler, 
that, to reprefent any one perfeflly, they thought it ne- 
ceflafy to have a particular Mask deligncd for it (^). They 
had great Variety of Masks, and changed them often. 
And to the Defcription of the chief Perfonages in a Piece, 
like what is now prefixed to Plays, under the Title of 
JDramatii Perfmte, they judged it neceflary to add Fi- 
jgxKt of the principal Masks. 

. Tfaefe Masks reprefented not merely the Face, but the 
whde Head, tho' Mr. Perrmilt (c) feems to have been of 
another Opinion. That Fable of Phoedru.s (J), in which 
die Fo^ upon examining a Tragick-Mask^ cries out, 
{^tmta Sptciaftd cerebrum nm habet I) is well known. 
Now Mr. Perrault makes this Critical Remark upon it. 

In SSof, &ys he, it it a Monkey, •which feeing a Head 
at a Sculftors Sbtp, tria ettt: What a fine Head! 'tis 

Pity 

{i) Major in perfonis obfemtio eft apud cornices tragicofque, tnultis enim 
utuntur& variis. ^m/f7. L. il Fro. 

(c) Fab. r L. 7. 
C<0 Parallele, Tom. 3. p. 30. 
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Pitjr it fhould have no Brains. And the Story goes »« ve- 
ry well, as iEfbp tells it, becaufe a Head is made to baive 
Brains ; hut there is no Wit in faying it of a Mask, or 
of a mere Face, which is not made to have any. Is there 
Tafie in thus altering a table f But with all due Refpedt 
to this Critick, the Masks of which Phoedrus fpeaks were 
the feme with the Head in ^fop. They covered the 
whcje Head of the Ador, and lo Teemed made to have 
Brains. This one may fee upon looking into the ancient 
Manufcript of Terence, in the King's Library, or into Ma- 
dam D'Acier'i Terence. 

Another Advantage of Masks confifted in this, that by 
the help of them, Hypolitus, Hercules, and Nefior never 
appeared upon the Stage but with Heads fuitable to their 
known Charafiers. The Vifages of the ASors were al- 
ways conformable to their Parts ; and thus one never faw 
an old, wrinkled, wore-out Aftor, play the Part of a 
young, freflj, amorous, handlbme Gallant ; or a Come- 
dian ad the honed Man with the Face of a compleat 
Villain. Every Mask, in one Word, exprefied fomepar^ 
ticular Charafter in ib lively a manner, that the Mask 
no fooner' appeared, than the Charadler to be reprelented 
was known. This we learn from Sjiintiliania). And 
Pollux tells us the fame. The latter fpeaking of Masks in 

Tragedy, 

(a) Itaque in iis quae ad fcenam componuntur ftbulis artliices pronuntiandi 
a perfonis quoque afivttos mutuantur, ut fit Niobe in tragoedia tiiflis, atrox Me- 
dtd, attomtus ^'il;f, trumX^sibis HircuUs. In comoe^ vera ptaeter aliatn 
obiervationem qua Tervi, lenones, peiariti^^mftici, vetulae, meretnculae, ancil- 
lae, fencs auften ac mites, juvenes feveri ac luxuriofl, matronae, pueUae, iDter 
fe difcemuntur j patet ille cujus praecipuae partes funt, quia intenm concitatus, 
interim lenis eft, altero creifto, altero compofito eft fupercilio. Atqueidoften- 
dete maxtme Latints aAoribus moris eft quod cum iis quas agont partibus con- 
gruat. ^intil. Inft. L. ii. c. 3. 
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Tragedy, how they ought to be charaderized, fays that 
of Thamyras, who loft his Eyes for rafhly daring to com- 
pete with the Mufes, ought to have one Eye blue, and an- 
other black (^). 

The ancient Masks were of Angular Advantage in Pie- 
ces where the Intrigue depended upon fuch a Refemb- 
lance of Perfons as that one of them might eafily be mif- 
taken for the other : the Speflators in that Cafe being 
tbemfelves apt to confound the one with the other, entred 
naturally into the Miftakes of the AiSlors upon which the 
whole Plot turned. 

Another Advantage of them was, that Men might thus 
a& the Parts belonging to Women, without (hocking the 
Speflators, And Women had not ftrong enough Lungs 
to make themfelves heard in fuch vaftly large Theatres 
as ancient ones generally were. That Female Charaflers 
were often aded by Men, is plain from feveral Pafl^es of 
ancient Writers ; from what we are told by Aulus Gel- 
lius {cj in particular, of a Comedian named Polus, who 
afled E/effra. 

Another Advantage of them was, that by that means 
they could reprefent upon the Stage Foreigners of whatever 
Nation, with their proper Compledions and Phyfiogno- 
siies. 

IRujiperfona Batavi 

^uem tu derides, baec timet orapuer. 

Says Martial. 

This 

(j^Onomaft. L. 4.C. 19. 
(c) Aldus Gellius, L. 7. c. 5. 
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This Cuftom likewifc gave an Opportunity to havets 
to make Compliments, and {hew a good deal of Gallant- 
ry to their MiftrelTes. Suetm tells us, that when Ne- 
ro (a) mounted the Stage to reprefent a God or a Hero, 
he wore a Mask which refembled his own Face ; but 
when he aded a Goddefs or ibme Heroine, he put on a 
Mask which was the Fidhire of the Lady he was then in 
Love with. Jidlius Pollux (b) who compoled his Work 
fiv the Emperor CommoJus, informs us, that in the old 
Greek Comedy, when living Citizens were reptefented 
on the Stage; the Aflors wore Masks which portraited the 
Perfons deugned to be charaifterized. Socrates probably 
faw his own Figure on th^ Stage, when he was ridiculed 
in the Clouds of jirijlofhanes. 

But, on the other hand, this Cuftom deprived the 
Spedators of the Pleafvire which the Rifings and Changes 
cf different Paifions, give by their natural Features in the 
Countenance. The Language of a Perfon ftrongly moved by 
any Paffibn affe& us very much, but the Marks of itinhis 
Face move us more lenfibly. Dominatur autem maxime 
vultus, fays ^intilian [c). Now the Ancients were 
robb'd of all that pathetick ExprefSon which now makes 
fo confiderable Part of our Entertainment, when we fee 
a Play well a6ted. Indeed, where it is the Cuftom of 
A£tors to paint their Faces, as it is in Ibme Countries, 
there is almoft as little of this Kind of A^on, as if Masks 
were ftill in Ufe. 

P This, 

(a) Heroum, Deorumque, item Heroldum peribnis effidis ad iimilitudinetn 
oris iui, & foeminae prout quamquc diligeret. Sutton, in Nero, 

(h) Julius Pollux Onomaft. /. 4. c. 19. 
(f) Quintilian, /. n. f. 13. I 
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This, it muft be allowed, was a great DefeA. Yet it 
may be faid, in defence of ancient Masks, that they did 
not hide the Eyet of the Aftors And the Eye is the 
principal Adtor in the Face : it is it chiefly which diC- 
covera the Mind and all its inward Sentiments and Emo- 
tions. Animi eft omnit aUh, Sf imago animi vultus ejt, 
indices oculi, lays Cicero {J). When we fee the Eyes, I- 
magination is almoft able to fupply all the reft that cait 
appear m the Face. And feveral Paflages of Cicero and 
^iuri/ian put it beyond doubt, that ancient AQors ex- 
preffed all the Paffions very ftrongly by their Eyes toge- 
ther with their Hands, and other Motions of their Bodies. 
Nor can we doubt of their Teftimony, fince we may aver 
the lame of the Italian Comedians who ad in Masks. 

I hold however by the more common and fimple Opi- 
nion, that the greater Part of the Paffions, the foft ones 
in particular, could not be fo well exprefled by an Adlor 
in a Mask, as they may be by the Face. And therefore I 
can't but think, the Ancients who had llich a Tafte for 
Dramatick Reprefentations, would have laid afide Masks, 
if they had not had Ibme very good Realbn for continu- 
ing to ufe them. Now the Reafon feems to be, that on 
the one hand they loft but very little by the Ufe of Masks, 
with regard to the Expreflion of the Pafficms, becauft 
their Theatres were vafliy large, and the ikr greater Num- 
ber of the Spe£btors were at fo great a diflance from the 
Stage, that thor could not have dilcern'd any Changes in 
the Features of the Actors, had they a&ed without Masks. 

And 



(d) Cicero de Orat, I, 3. So ^int. 1. 1 1, f. 3. lij ipfb vulcu plortmom 
Talent oculi per quos majdme uiimus eouuut. 
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And on the other hand, the Masks were of ufe to make 
the Adors heard at an inunenle DiAance. This Afiair 
requires fome Explication. 

Aulus Gellius(jt), who wrote under the Emperor yidri- 
<an, commends the Etymological Derivation Caius Bajfus 
had given of the Latin Word Perfona, f^nifying a Mask, 
from the Vesh perfonare, which lignifies to refound. In 
fine., fays he, the .ABor's whole Head being covered with a 
Mask, the Voice, which mufl pafs through a very narrow 
confined Pajfage, leing thus con/trained, made a ftronger 
and diftinSer Sound. And indeed, whatever may be 
thought of this Derivation of the Word Perfona ; it is 
highly probable that the Ancients would not have been 
fo fond of Masks, if they had not been of Ufe to ftrength- 
en and extend the Voice of the Actors ; if they had not 
made a Sort of Echo. . But Boetiui eonfirnn this Opi- 
nion (i). For he fays of Masks, Concavitate ipfa majot- 
necelfe eft emittaturfonus. , , 

We cannot doubt but Masks muft have Ibme how con- 
tributed to make the Actors better heard at a diftance, 
Jince thefe two Authors wrote of what they daily faw. 
And my Conjecture about the Matter is, That there was 
in the Mouth of the ancient Masks Ibme IncruiUtion 
which made them have the feme Effect as a Speaking- 
Trumpet. It is plain from the Masks yet to be feen in 
ancient Manufcripts, on Medals and other antique Monu- 
P 2 ments, 

(a) Lepide me Hercules, & fcite C»ius Bafui m libris 9199 M of%iiK vfica. 
biiioruni wmporuit, ua6c appellata iit ftrfoM inter^matWi a perfanandii enim 

id vocabulum faftutn efle conjedat. — Quoniam igitur indumentum ii- 

lud oris clarefceredc refonare vocem &dt, ob cam caulam Perfona di<^ eft. 

Ifdif. Jllic.l I.e. J. 

(i) Boet. Mm!, it PerT. cap. pr. 
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nients, that the Ouverture of the Mouth wa» exceffivefy 
large : It was a gaping Mouth that frighted Children. 

Tandemque redit adpulpita notum 
Exodium^ cum ferfonte pallentis hiatumy 
Ingremio matris formidat rufticm infans. 

Juv. Sat I. 

^intilian, fpeaking of an Actor called StratocUs, fays; 
He adventured to laugh, tbo he •well knew for •what Rea- 
fons a Laugh bad Jo difagreeable an EffeB in Masks. 
And this could not happen, unlefs the Mouth of the Mask 
was lined with Ibmething that altered the natural Sound 
of the Voice, at the feme time that it augmented it. 

I .fliall here therefore risk a Conjecture quite new, 
which is, that the Ancients, after having made ufe of 
limber Brafs-jplates for lining the Mouths of their Masks, 
came afterwards to ufe for that Purpofe thin Pieces of a 
particular " Sort of Marble, as properer than Brafe to 
ftrengthen the Voice without altering it to the Difadvan- 
tage. And my Conjecture is founded upon a Paflage of 
Pliny the Naturalifl, and one of Solinus. Pliny, a- 
mong other precious Stones, mentions one called Calco- 
fhonos («), i. e. Sound of. Brafs, which, he fays, isilaci, and 
according to the Etymology of its Name muft, when it was 
touched, have rendered a Sound like that of Brafs. And 
it is for that Reafon, continues he, Comedians are advi- 
fed to make ufe of it. But what Ufe could Actors make 
of it, but to incruft the Mouths of their Masks with thin Sli- 



(d) Calcophonos nigra efl, led flliia aeris tinnituin ttddit, tiagocdiis ut jua- 
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ees of it ? Tlieir Masks, which were niade of Wood, as 
we may learn from thefe Verfes of /"/•«/«»/»« againft Sym- 
macbus, were very proper to be lined. 

Ut tragicus cantor ligno tegit ora cavato. 
Grande aliquid cujus per hiamm carmen anhelet. 

Solinus (i)i who wrote fome time after Plinjr, feems to 
give U6 the Reafon why that Stone was preferred to Brafi 
for lining the Mouths of ancient Malks, when, after tel- 
ling us that this Stone refounds like Biafs, and has its 
Name from that Effect, he adds, 7%at it does no Preju- 
dice to the Ckarnefs of the Voice lehen it it sUllfkUy ufed. 

We may judge of the Care of the Ancients with rela- 
tion to every thing that coold contribute to their Pleafure 
in the Execution of Theatrical Repiefentations, from what 
Vitruviui (c) tells us of their Manner of placing Echcea, 
i. ci Vafes of Brafs to make an Echo. Speaking of the 
Architecture of a Theatre, he enters into a long and par- 
ticular Detail of the Make and Form of thefe Vafes, and 
of the 'propercft Places for them in the Theatres, to «n- 
Iwer their End, which was to be Echo's for the Actors 
Voices. He defcribes their Dimenfions, and every thing 
relating to them ; and he regrets, that in his time the 
Romans took fo little Care to place fuch Echaea in their 
Theatres, whereas the Greeks were very careful to have 

good 

fM Calcopthongos refonat ut pulfata acta. Pudlce habitus feirat vods cla- 
ritatcm. . ' Sd.Ed.Sdm.6.n. 

(c) Vttruvitts^ 1. 5. c. 5, &?c. Ita hac ratione vox a fcacna, vehit a centro, 
profu& fe ciitum agens taftuque fcritns fuigal<mim Tafonim am, racitaverit 
auaamdaritatem & conccnto convenientem fibi confonantiam. 
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^ood ones placed in theiis. The Romans, it is probablct 
profited by this Advice of Fitruvius, for P/ray complains, 
that thefe Brafi Vales, and the Vaults under which they 
were placed, quite drowned the Voices of the Actors. 

He alTerts that they had the fame bad Effed with the 
Sand in the Orcheftre, i. e. With the Oiftance between 
the Theatre and the neareft Speflators (a). On the other 
Side, Caffiodorus (i) affirms, that the Voice of the Aflors 
in Tragedy being firengthened by certain Concavities 
gave fuch a Sound as one could hardly imagine to come 
from the Lungs of a Mortal. Thefe Concavities could 
be nothing but the Echaea and the Incruftation in the 
Mouth of the Mafk which made the fame refounding as 
a Horn. Did the Books of Dionyfius Halicartiaffeus, 
Rufus, and other ancient Writers upon Theatres and 
theatrical Speilacles ftill fubfift, we would be able to 
to form a more) clear and certain Idea of many,Thing« 
relating to them than is now poflible ; tho' it is not to be 
imagined they took the Trouble to give particular and 
circumflantiate Defcriptions of Things their Co-temporar 
lies iaw every Day. There is a Catalogue of the Books 
upon this Subje<a, which are now loft, in the fourth 
Chap, of the iirft Partof Father Bo«&»^er's Treatifeupon 
the Theatres ofthe Ancients. But we know enough of them 
to be able to affirm, that the Ancients gain'dthis Advan- 
tage by their theatrical Mafks, that they contributed to 
make their ASors heard by SpeSators at a very great Dif- 

tance 

Cd J In theatronitn Orcheftris fcrobe aut arau fuper inje^ vox derotatur ct 
innidiparietum circumje^doliis etiamininibus, P/t'if. 1. ii. c 51. 

{b) Tragoedia ex vocu raftitate nomioatur quae concavis repercuJIionibus ro* 
borata talem Ibnum videtur efficere ut pcne ab liomiDC non credatur. 

C#«il.i.Ep.5i. 
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tance from them. Three fourths of the Audience were 
too &r off to difcern the Efieds of Paflions upon the 
Faces of the Players, diftindly enough to receive any 
Pleafure in that Way. It is impoilible to diftinguifh fuch 
Expreiiions at the Diftance that one may eafily difcern 
the Age and other more marked Features of a Cha- 
raifter on a Mask. The Paffions mull have been expreffed 
with horrible Grimaces to have been difcernible by Spec- 
tators at lb vaft a Diftance from the Stage. And befides, 
it ought to be confidered, that Dramatick Pieces among 
the Ancients were ai&td in Day-Light ; and intelligent, 
juft A(9ion often requires, that the Features which mark 
a certain Motion of the Mind, ihould be but juft difcer- 
nible. This happens in fuch Situations in particular, 
where it is proper the Afbor fhould let fome faint Signs 
of his Pafrion efcape him, in Spight of his Relblution 
and Attention to hide it. 

We have therefore Reafbn to make our A<!iors perform 
without Masks; and yet the Ancients were not in the 
wrong for making their Players act with them. 

This ingenious Author, after {hewing; that the ancient 
Muftck comprehended hot only what we now call Mu- 
fick, but the Art of reading or reciting Verfes of de- 
claiming and ading, and fevesd other Arts ; for which 
Reafon it was defin'd, j^rs dectris ia vocHus ^motiius: 
After having proved this from Arijiides ^intilianus 
and other ancient Authors, he makes ieverol vc:y curious 
Oblervations with regard to dramatical Reprefentacions, 
the Mufick in particular; by which the Comedians were 
direded and alfifted in their ASion, which I fliall but 

juft 
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juft mention here, bscaufe of the Figure in the ancient 
Bas-reUefnow publi&'d, with the double 7i^»a. 

Firft he obferves, that to a<9: Comedy, and to afl Tra- 
gedy, were two diftina Profeffions ; and that the feme 
Peribn very rarely acted in both. This he proves from a 
Paffagedireiftly affirming it in P/atcs third Book of his Re- 
publick, and from ^uitailian. Irtfl. L, ii. who lays, 
jE/sp declaim'd in a graver Manner than Ro/cius, be- 
caufe the former betook himfelf to Tragedy, and the lat- 
ter to Comedy. 2. The Habits, the Maflcs, all the Or- 
naments in Comedy were loially difierent from thofe ufed 
-in Tragedy. This he proves from f^itruvius, and from 
fome PalBges of certain Fathers of the Church in their 
Writings againft Plays. 3. But the Fafi he infills chiefly 
upon is. That the theatrical Declamation of the An- 
cients was fet to Mufickas our Operas arc. He obferves. 
That Porpfyry in his Commentary upon the firft Book 
of Ptohmy\ Treatife of Harmony, divides Mnfick into 
fix principal mufical Arts. The Rythmcl, which taught 
■ the Cadence in all Sorts of Motions. The Metrick, 
which taught to pronoimce meafiired Compofitions of all 
Kinds. The Orranici, which taught to touch mufical 
Inftruments. The Hypocritick, which taught the Art of 
acting by Rules eftablimed upon certain Principles. The 
Poetici, taken in its full Extent, as Porphyry exprefly de- 
clares, taught the mechanical Part of thefc two Things. 
I. What regards the Meafute in Verfificarion. 2, The 
Compofition df the Melopee, or what regards the Recital 
of Verfes, whether they were to be fung in the Manner 
properly called Singing, or to be declaimed. Perpbyry 
adds, that thofe who profeffed thefc Arts, took the Name 

of 
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<^ Muficiaos. Artfiides ^intilianus who was, as is 
probable, contemporaiy with Plutarch, gives us the fame 
Enumeration of Uie Mufical Arts, widx this Difference, 
that he divides the Peetick into two, thp Poettck and the 
Melopte. It is no wonder then, to find the Ancients 
ipeaking in fuch ftrong Terms of the extenfive Utility of 
Muiiclt, fince it comprehended fo many Arts. The 
Hypocritich Muilek was fo called, becaufe it was pro- 
perly the Mufick or Art of Players. The Greeb called 
it Orchefiti and the Remans Sahatio. Ariftotk defines 
Tragedy an Imitation of an Aiftion compoled in a Lan- 
guage adapted to pleafe. And he defines this Language 
. adapted to pleafe, to be a Language which hath Mea^ 
fure, Rythpws, and Harmony. He divides the Poets 
Work into fix Parts, the fourth of which he calls the 
Meltfee, or the Modulation of the Piece. What Ik calls 
fometimes Mehpee, he calls at other times Mufick. And 
Ijpeaking of the Melopu or Modulation, he ules the Word 
Simtia, which originally fignifies Signs in general, but 
was ufed by the Greek Writers on Mufick, to fignify the 
Charaflers with which Mufick was wrote. Ariflotle, in 
another Place, &ys, the Chorus in Tragedy did not fing 
upon the Iptdorian nor the Ippfbrygian Mode or Key, as 
the principal A£tars did, at the E^ of a Scene in parti-> 
cular ; becaule thefe Tones Were proper to exprefs^the 
higher and more sinimated Pafiions of great Chara4er% 
liich as were reprefented by the principal A£lors : But the 
Aflors which compofe the Chorus, are Pcrfons of Xdef 
Importance, whole Palfions ought not to be of the Ikn^ 
Chara3er with thole of Heroes. 'Whence it is plain, 
that what the A^s recited or declaimed was let to Mu- 
Q^ fici. 
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fick. The fame Compofition, which as it was noted on 
Paper, was called Melopee, was named Melody when it 
was executed. The fomier was the Melody in Writing, 
and the latter was the Melopee fung. The Metofee or the 
Melody was a general Term for all Sorts of Singing and 
compofed Declamation, This he proves from Martianus 
Capella, Bryennus, (an ancient Greet Author tranflated 
into Latin by Wallis) Porphyryy and Arifiides ^intili- 
anm. 

There was then a Melopee which was finging, properly 
ib called, and another which was nothing but meafiired 
Declamation or Recital fet to Mufick. The latter was 
the Melopy or Melody of Dramatick Pieces. Many Paf- • 
fages of ancient Authors prove that the Aflors did not 
fing, taking that Word in its ftri6t and proper Senfe we 
now underftand it in. Our Author cites feme Paflages 
from ^i»eib'af>, Cicero, Martianus Capella, and others, 
to prove this. But their Manner of fpeaking was a Kind 
of Mean between Singing and fimple, familiar Pronoun-' 
ciation : And it was accompanied with Inftruments. 
This he proves from fome Paflages of Cicero concerning 
Ro/cius, and from ^intiHan, who fpeaks of the Aftors 
having liiiie. Flutes and other Inftruments to modulate 
their Pronounciation in afting : And what we read in' 
thefc Authors is prov'd to our Eyes by a Bas-relief pub- 
lilhed by Bartholin: the younger, in his Book de TiiiTs 
veterum, reprefenting ftvetal Aiftors; one in a fong 
Robe who appears to be the Matter, feizing his Slave" by 
the Arm, aha going to beat him, two others entering 
apon the Stage, at the Bottom of which tl^ere is one 
randing who is playing on a Flute. The Bas-relief pre- 
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fixed to this Difcourfe feems to be anotlier Confirma- 
tioh of our Author's Opinion, vix. That the whole 
Aaion was accompanied with a Flute or fome Other 
Wind-inftrument comprehended by the Romans under 
the general Name Tiiiae. Not but that the Aftion was 
fometimes accompanied with ftringed Inftruments. We 
know it was from the ancient Scholia upon the Greet 
Tragedians, and from Plutarch's Treatue on Mufick ; 
Horace's Art of Poetry fuppofes that Cuftom ; and Dion 
tells us, that Nero made life of thofe Inftruments in a£t- 
ing fome Tragedies : But they preferred the Wind-inftru- 
ments for accompanying the Aflors to all others : And 
heVice we may learn why the Wind-inftruments ufed 
in rtprefenting Terence's Comedies were marVd below 
the Title of each Comedy. It was a neceflaiy Inftru£tion 
for the Aflion. The Flutes were not only changed when 
the Chorus fung ; but Ukewife very fi-equently during the 
Recital. Donatus tells us the Ancients, made ufe of 
Flutes called Tibiae dextrae, the Tone of which was very 
proper to accompany the more ferious Parts of a Dra- 
matick Piece ; and of others called Serranae to accom- 
pany the more gay and pleafant Parts ; and in mixed 
Pieces confifting of Buffoonery intermingled with grave 
Sentiments, they ufed thofe dilFerent Sorts of Flutes al- 
ternately. What Donatus fays in the fame Place helps 
to explain a Paflage of Pliny, where that Naturalift 
fays, " That the Tibiae Sinijlrae were made of the 
"lower Part of the lame Reed of the upper Part of which 
" the Tibiae dextrae were made." The under Part being 
thicker than the higher, the latter by Confequence gave 
a graver Sound than the former. We learn from Horace, 
0,2 ■ ' that 



cb, Google 



( lao ) 

that the moft fimple Wind-inftruments which coatd not- 
be heard at any confiderabk DiAance were u(ed at fitft 
upon the Theatre. 

Tiiia nm ut nutie oricalcho vitiSla tuiiejue 
^mula, fed t^uih fimfUxque foramine fauco 
Mffirare & adejje cboris erat utilis. 

But he adds, that now the Cuftom was greatly alter'd^ 

AcceJJit numerifque modifque licentia major^ 

The Art of compofing the Declamation for Dramatic^ 
Keces was a particular Profeffion at Reme. In the Titles, 
of Terences Comedies, there is befides the Poet's Name, 
and that of the principal of the Adlors or the Head of the 
Troup which reprefented them, the Name of him who 
had noted the Declamation, Sjti fecerot mtdot. 

Our Author makes another very curious Oblervation„ 
and infifts at great length, upon it. Namely, that the 
Declamation in moft Scenes of dramatick Pieces was 
divided between two Aflors, one who feoke, and another 
who afled. But how could thefe two have adled in Con- 
cert one with another, and with the accompanying Flute,, 
if the whole Performance had not been noted? But I 
fliall only add what he obferves concerning the Flutes 
us'd in the Pantomimes. In thefe Reprefentations, lays, 
he, they made Ufe of a particular Sort of Flute call'd 
TtUa DaSiiliea ; probably becaufe that Flute came near- 
er to the human Voice than the others, as our Flute 
Traverfiere does. He gives us here a very curious Hif- 
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terjr (XAK'PiintmtiiHei; The Paflage he quotes from 
Livy to prove that the Ancients composM their tlieatrical 
Declamations, fet them to Mufick or noted them i and 
that the Declamation was accompanied with Whid- 
inftruments, is worth inferting here. It is an Account 
of the Origine of Plays at Romt. Et hoc, & in 
ftquenti armoy (the Year oi Rome y)\ ^T . Sulpicio Peticc^ 

C. Licinio Stolooe Coffi pefliUntia fuit, viSiisfuper- 

ftitione animis ludi quojuefcenici, nova res tellicofo fo- 
pulo {nam eirci modo ffeEiacuhm fuerat) inter alia caslef- 
tis irte placamina infiituti dicuntur. Ceeterum porva 
quoque (utferme principia omnia) & ea ipfa feregrina 
res fuit. Sine carmine ullo, fine imitandorum carminum ■ 
a9u ludianes ex Hetruria acciti ad tiiicinis modot fal- 
tanies baud indecoros mohit. more Tlmfco dabant. Imitari 
deinde eos juventus fimul inconditis inter fe jocularia 
fundentts verfibus ccefere : Nee abfoni a voce motus erant. 
Accefta itaque resfxpiufque ufurpando excitata. Ver- 
naculis arttficibus, quin Hifler thufco verba ludio voca- 
batur, nomen Hifirionibut inditum : ^i mn ficut ante 
fefcmnino verfu fimilem incompofitum temere, ac ru- 
dem alt emit jaciebant : Sed impktas modisy fatyras de- 
fcripto jam ad tibicinem cantu, motufque congruenti pera- 
gebant. Livius pojf (diqiat anms, qui ab fatyris aufus 
efi primus argumento fiSmlamferere, idem {fcjlicet id quod 
emnis turn erant) fuorum carminum aSor dicitur, 
cum ftepius revocatus vocem obtudijfet, venia petita pt- 
ertim ad canendum ante tibicinem cum fiatuijfet, can- 
ticum egiffe aliquanto magis vigenti motu, quia nihil 
vocis ujus impediebat. Inde ad manum cantari hif- . 

trionibus 
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